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Tuesday, 5 September 1995

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths) took the Chair at 3.30 pm, and read prayers.

STATEMENT. PRESEDENT
Royal Commission Into Use of Executive Power, File Documents Privilege Status

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths): Resulting from the statement to the House
on Thursday, 24 August, by the Leader of the Opposition I arranged for the file that had
been retained by officers of the Royal Commission Into Use of Executive Power, to be
delivered to the office of counsel representing the Legislative Council last Friday.
Hon John Halden perused the file in my presence and noted those documents that, in his
view, are or might be, subject to parliamentary privilege. Those documents have been
retained by counsel and the balance of the file has been returned to the royal commission
pending a determination by the House of the status of the documents noted by the Leader
of the Opposition. It seems to me that this matter should be dealt with expeditiously,
preferably today, given the question marks about privilege over sonmc of the documents
and the possibility of their being used by the royal commission.

MOTION - MAT1TER OF PRIVILEGE
Select Committee of Privilege on Documents Held by the Royal Commission Int

Use of Executive Power, Appointment
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [3.35 pm] -
without notice: I move, as a matter of privilege -

That -
(1) A select committee be appointed to inquire into and report on, not later

than Tuesday, 19 September 1995 -

(a) the circumstances whereby officers of the Royal Commission into
Use of Executive Power became possessed of a file or bundle of
documents belonging to Hon John Halden;

(b) the nature or type of the documents referred to in (a);
(c) whether any, or all, of the documents excised from the file or

bundle at the request of Hon John Halden following his inspection
of them on Friday, 1 September 1995 and retained by counsel
representing the Legislative Council are subject to confidentiality
or non-publication according to the rules and usages of this House
or are, for any other reason, unable to be dealt with otherwise than
in accordance with an order of this House;

(d) the use - if any - made, or intended to be made, by the royal
commission of any document referred to in (c) and which, in the
committee's opinion, is a document whose publication or use is
subject to a further order of this House permitting or authorising its
intended publication or use;

(e) whether, in relation to a document of a type referred to in (d), one
or more persons has committed a breach of the privileges, or a
contempt, of this House.

(2) The committee have power to send for persons, papers and records.
In order that the House can make an informed decision about this motion I will briefly
detail the events of last Thursday. That will give the House some understanding of what
transpired on that day and will probably support my statement of events of last Thursday.
On Thursday morning investigators from the Easton royal commission contacted my



electorate officer and requested permission to visit a government warehouse in, I think,
Welshpool, the exact whereabouts of which I do not know. It is a place at which I have
stored furniture and boxes of various documents, books' and the like. -My electorate
officer relayed the request to me and I agreed to it. The officers then asked whether I
wanted someone to accompany them. I conferred with my electorate officer and she
agreed to do that. At some time prior to midday they collected her and went out to the
warehouse in Welshpool where they inspected documents.
The royal commission investigators discovered a file titled "Standing Committee on
Constitutional Affairs and Statutes Revision" of which they proceeded to take possession.
They then returned my electorate officer to my electorate office, commonly known as the
"1sumnmer palace", in Parliament House. She'then proceeded to inform me of what
happened. I immediately said she would have to ring the royal commission and ask if
they would bring back the documents so that I could establish whether any of those
documents in that file were privileged. The royal commission officers refused to comply
with her request. Subsequently, at 2.55 on Thursday afternoon in the presence of the
Clerk of the Council in his office I spoke to Michael Johnson the Executive Officer to the
royal commission and, I think it is fair to say, demanded those documents be returned to
me so that I could establish whether any of them were privileged. I made it clear that I
was happy for the royal commission to keep those documents that were not privileged.
He undertook to see whether my request could be met.
I did not hear back from Mr Johnson. However, at 3.*45 pmn I spoke to another
investigator, again demanding the return of the documents. He also refused to return the
documents to me and advised that the documents would be transferred to someone else.
In the meantime, my office received a message from the Easton royal commission that
the documents were to be transported to Mr Wauchope, the Chief Executive Officer of
the Department of Premier and Cabinet. I understand that Mr Wauchope realised the
inappropriateness of the highest level of the Executive having those documents in his
possession, particularly if they were privileged. He therefore refused to take possession
of them. They were placed in the possession of counsel - without meaning to be
offensive, I am not sure whether it was counsel representing the Legislative Council or
the President. As you said to the House, Mr President, we inspected those documents last
Friday.
I will clarify why I think some of those documents are privileged. The President and I
bundled up the documents and numbered them. A report is included titled "Final Report
Standing Committee of Constitutional Affairs Inquiring into the Petition of Grievance of
Brian Easton pages 1 to 5". That report has not been released. Included also is a set of
minutes numbered 17/92 of the Standing Committee on Constitutional Affairs and
Statutes Revision. Included also is a Hansard transcript of page 21 from the
Constitutional Affairs and Statutes Revision Standing Committee. I cannot establish
whether the page from Hansard was released as a document, but I have included it so
that its privileged status or otherwise can be established. The second item was draft No 1
of the Standing Committee of Constitutional Affairs and Statutes Revision, final report of
the inquiry into a petition of grievance by Brian Easton, November 1992, pages I to 11.
Also attached to that were five documents and a report dissenting from the third interim
report, signed by me, and numbered page 21. I am not sure why. Again, neither the
report nor the dissenting report were made public. The third group of documents was the
third interim report of the Standing Committee on Constitutional Affairs and Statutes
Revision concerning Western Women, pages I to 12, R.G. Pike, Chairman. The fourth
group of documents was draft No 2 of the third interim report of the Standing Committee
on Constitutional Affairs and Statutes Revision, on alleged links between government
agencies and the failed Western Women group, November 1992. pages 1 to 4. The fifth
document was a draft minority report, pages 1 to 6, which was unsigned. Although it was
unsigned, I have the feeling it was my minority report because I did not get the support of
the other two members of that committee. The sixth document is a group of statutory
declarations which are said to be exhibits 56A to 56Q of the Western Women inquiry. I
note that document 56G is omitted from that group. I have the feeling they are published
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documents but if they are not, they should not be in the public domain. The seventh
document was a letter faxed to the Legislative Council on 19 November 1992 to the
Clerk of the Committee, Pike Enquiry, 110 Hay Street, West Perth, WA, from 35 Ewing
Avenue, Bullcreek, WA, 6152. That letter was signed by Margaret McAuley on
17 November 1992. Again, I am not sure whether it is a public document, but the
committee should establish that.
I have had little time to explain this matter and describe those documents, but I think
members will agree we should be concerned that some of them are most likely to be
privileged. I am happy for the committee to establish their status as such, or otherwise. I
place on the record that my first belief in this matter was that the investigating officers of
the commission may have technically breached privilege in seizing these documents.
That is one point. I understand that the general public, and even investigators/police,
may not have a thorough knowledge of privilege. However, telephone calls were made
by my electorate officer at 2.40 pmi and by me at 2.55 pm and 3.40 pm, followed by a fax
to counsel assisting the royal commission, demanding the return of those documents by
4.30 pmn. There can have been no doubt about my request and the claims I made. In spite
of my request, and my agreeing to allow the commission to have whatever else was in the
file, pending adjudication on the privilege of some of the documents, assuming these are
privileged documents, their conduct is difficult to understand or explain.
If I had not raised this matter last Thursday and again today, I have the feeling I may well
have been in breach of privilege because of inadvertent actions on my part. I hope
members will understand that once I realised the seriousness and implications of this
matter, I took every possible step to ensure the confidentiality and privilege of these
documents were sustained. Others, to a point, did not comply with my request. That is
now history, but it is important for the House to follow the path set out in the motion and
to establish whether these documents are privileged and whether the royal commission
should have access to them.
The PRESIDENT: Honourable members may have been led to believe from the Leader
of the Opposition's comments that the President of the Legislative Council participated in
singling out the papers from the file. The President did not do so, and did not read them.
The President participated by clipping the bundles together and putting them in the final
file. He certainly did not read them.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Mr President, if you thought there was any insinuation that you
were involved in any more than a clerical capacity, 1 apologise. I certainly did not wish
to do that. Your role was purely to accompany and assist me by pinning the documents
together. If members or anyone else thought I was making such a suggestion, it was a
wrong assumption.
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) 13.48 pm]: I
second the motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition. This motion will ensure that
the privileges, customs, usages and procedures in this House are maintained and
protected in a proper manner that is consistent with the views often expressed by
members in this House. As the Leader of the Opposition said, he made a statement to
this House on Thursday 24 August in which he outlined certain circumstances in which a
file, the property of the Leader of the Opposition, was retained by persons working for
the Royal Commission Into Use of Executive Power. He explained on 24 August that he
believed the file might contain certain documents which were privileged and, having
regard for the question of privilege, believed certain action needed to be taken over the
actions of the royal commission. In his statement on 24 August the Leader of the
Opposition invited the President to confer with the royal commissioner, Justice Marks, to
discuss this matter. I understand that in the ensuing period between 24 August and
today - this is confirmed by the President and the Leader of the Opposition - a meeting
took place in the office of the legal advisers to the Legislative Council in respect of the
current royal commission.
Certain documents in the file 'were identified by Hon John Halden as being privileged
documents. As I have already said, the question of privilege is very complex. It is not
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for a single member of this House to make the ultimate determination of whether a
document is privileged. Clearly, members of this House ame probably better equipped
than others, because of their background in respect of certain documentation, and have
better knowledge than others as to whether something is privileged, but the question that
needs to be determined is, one of fact. 'Mat is the reason for the establishment of a
Committee of Privilege today. In fact, the Committee of Privilege will be required to
view the documents, determine whether or not they are privilege and, in due course,
report to the House.
Although all that might sound like an onerous duty, the fact is that there is a bundle of
documents that are said to be privileged which will be required to be viewed by members
of the committee and a determination made. In my view - I make it clear to the House
that I am not aware of the substance of the documents that are referred to as the
privileged documents - that task will not take a great time. I note that the Leader of the
Opposition proposes that the committee report to the House no later than 19 September
1995.
Although any select committee of this Legislative Council is an important part of the
proceedings of this House, it seems to me that the task required is very much a technical
task; it should not take a long time, and the membership of the committee can be
discussed in due course. Government members have agreed to the establishment of the
select committee. I have the names of two members of the Government who are to be
proposed as members of that committee. I will discuss the matter with the leader of
opposition business in the House, Hon Kim Chance, in due course so that I may obtain
the name of a member from him. Those names can be submitted to the House perhaps
later tonight so that the committee, once established, can get on with its job. The
Government supports the establishment of the select committee.
Question put and passed.

MOTION - STATE FORESTS, PARTIAL REVOCATION OF NOs 20,22,
65, BE CARRIED OUT

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for the Environment) [3.53 pm] -
without notice: I move -

That the proposal for the partial revocation of state forests Nos 20, 22 and 65, laid
on the Table of the Legislative Council on the fifth day of September 1995 by
command of His Excellency the Governor be carried out.

Members will note that the proposed revocations have a combined area of about 108
hectares. However, the gain to the State through exchanges contingent on the proposals
is 324 ha, most of which is earmarked to be added to the conservation estate. I draw
members' attention to the fact that, during 1993-94, the total area of state forest increased
by 558 ha. That increase is predominantly due to the inclusion into state forest No 36 of
a tract of vacant Crown land west of Pemberton.
Area 1 concerns a portion of state forest No 20 adjoining the northern boundary of
Greenbushes townsite. Gwalia Consolidated Ltd has applied for the freehold title to that
area and by way of exchange the company has offered Nelson locations 289 and 290 for
inclusion into the forest estate.
The portion of state forest No 20 being sought by Gwalia Consolidated Ltd has an area of
about 19.4 ha. It has been leased to Greenbushes Tin NL since the early. 1980s.
Greenbushes Tin NL is now a subsidiary of Gwalia Consolidated Ltd. During the past
decade, the area has been substantially developed. Major land uses include horticulture,
a marron farm and a plant nursery. There are also several buildings on the site, plus a
number of water holes from which water is drawn for the aquaculture project and an
experimental avocado orchard. Pockets of the area contain regrowth forest, but there are
no commercial timber stands. Given the level of development and the impact of previous
mining activity, the area has minimal timber production or conservation potential to the
Department of Conservation and Land Management.
Nelson locations 289 and 290 have a combined area of 24.3 ha. Both locations have been

7634 [COUNCELl



(Tuesday, 5 September 19951]63

subject to mining operations, in the past. The mined areas are progressively being
rehabilitated to blend in with remnant vegetation on the locations. The areas that were
not affected by mining support jarrab/marri regrowth forest of varying quality. The
boundaries of locations 289 and 290 have not been marked by a fence or firebreak.
Consequently. there has been a tendency to manage the locations in conjunction with the
surrounding state forest, especially in respect of prescribed burning. The inclusion of
locations 289 and 290 into state forest No 20 would remove an enclave and thereby
facilitate forest management.
It is considered that the proposed exchange offers advantages to both parties. On the one
hand, it will enable the applicant to gain greater security of tenure over its existing capital
investments, and simultaneously result in a significant improvement to the forest estate
boundary. The matter has been referred to the Department of Agriculture, the
Department of Land Administration, Department of Minerals and Energy, the then
Department of Planning and Urban Development, the Water Authority of Western
Australia and the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes for comment. No objections were
received.
Area 2 relates to another land exchange proposal. Late in 1992. CALM reached
agreement in principle with the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale for a land exchange
involving reserve 990 and a portion of state forest No 20 adjacent to the Jarrabdale
townsite.
The portion of state forest No 22 being sought by the shire has an area of about 7 ha. It
has no outstanding conservation or production values. The area is already being treated
as an extension of the adjoining shire recreation reserve, No 6428, in that it has been used
for parking by those who use the recreation facilities on the reserve. Excision of the area
as proposed would improve the forest estate boundary by removing an awkward
management proposition. If the land exchange proposal goes ahead, council would like
the area that is excised from state forest to be added to reserve No 6428.
Between 1942 and 1994, reserve No 990 was set aside for the purpose of ca mping and
was vested in the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale. Under System 6 recommendation
M84.3, most of reserve No 990 is earmarked for inclusion into the adjoining Serpentine
National Park. However, a small part, - about 1.9 ha - in the north east corner is
proposed to become a water reserve, with vesting in favour of the Water Authority of
Western Australia. The proposed water reserve is highlighted by red hatching on the
plan. It is infested with blackberry and it has become quite degraded through car bodies
and domestic refuse being deposited on the area.
On the other hand, the balance of reserve No 990 - an area of about 30 ha - would be a
worthy addition to the national park. Apart from a dieback infestation in the south east
corner, it contains a healthy stand of jarrah, marri and blackbutt and it is used by CALM
officers for school talks on environmental interpretation. A walk track in the southern
section links up with sections of the existing national park and is maintained by CALM.
There are no camping facilities in that area.
Early last year, the Department of Land Administration excised the area which is
proposed to become a water reserve and arranged for the remainder of reserve No 990 to
be converted into a C class conservation park, with vesting in favour of the National
Parks and Nature Conservation Authority. That is simply an interim measure. What is
now left of reserve No 990 will in due course be added to the adjoining A class national
park - reserve No 39825. Apart from DOLA, the proposed exchange was referred to the
then Environmental Protection agency, the Water Authority of Western Australia, the
Department of Minerals and Energy and the then Department of Planning and Urban
Development for comment. There were no objections from those agencies.
Area 3 relates to the revocation of about 78.7 ha of state forest No 65 situated
approximately 13 kmn east of Wanneroo. Most of this area has been rezoned as urban and
will form part of the Ellenbrook development. The balance has been reserved for the
proposed Perth-Darwin Highway and an associated public transit corridor. Ellenbrook is
a joint venture between Homeswest and Sanwa Vines Pty Ltd to create what will be a
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new town with ultimately 12 000 -homes and 35 000 people. Because of its critical
location and size, the project has been given a priority by the Government. This
recognises the key role the Ellenbrook development will play in the provision of
affordable residential land supply for the metropolitan area and in the north east corridor
in particular.
The bulk of the proposed Ellenbrook development will be on. private property owned by
the Ellenbrook joint venture. However, it will also encompass an area of about 90 ha
which has already been excised from state forest No 65 and the area now proposed for
excision from that state forest. As a result of the rezoning process of the Ellenbrook land
and the parallel environmental assessment, an area in excess of 270 ha has been
earmarked to become a nature reserve. This area incorporates several wetlands, as well
as rare flora and fauna habitats. During the same approval processes the area of state
forest identified for excision was approved for urbanisation subject to a number of
conditions. As a result, the Western Australian Planning Commission and the Ellenbrook
joint venture entered into a land exchange agreement approved by Cabinet and executed
on 17 March 1995. The agreement is consistent with the conditions for approval.
Two conditions in particular should be highlighted. Firstly, CALM has now received
financial compensation to offset the loss of the future pine resource from the area that is
currently being requested, plus the land that has already been excised from state forest
No 65. Unless they are removed by CALM's contractors or paid for by the Ellenbrook
joint venture, all existing pines on these areas will remain the property of CALM. The
financial compensation will be used by CALM to enter into a sharefarming arrangement
for the production of an equivalent volume of pine resource elsewhere in the south west.
Secondly, the state forest land in question has been part of the Gnangara water mound.
In giving environmental approval for the. urbanisation of this land, recognition was made
that the land is at the periphery of the priority 1 area and is not considered essential or
appropriate for bore fields or continuing protection. Nevertheless, strict environmental
conditions have been paced on the proposed urban development which must be met
before development approvals -can be given. In addition, the proceeds of the land
exchange agreement are being further applied to acquire Crown ownership of an
equivalent area of privately owned land elsewhere on'the water mound. Already nearly
100 ha of privately owned land near Gingin has been purchased and a planning control
area has been paced over the Lake Pinjar area by the Western Australian Planning
Commission to facilitate the acquisition of more land in the near future.
Following environmental assessment -and approval and the rezoning to urban of the
additional area now being sought, the Minister for Planning has asked that the proposed
excision be referred for parliamentary consideration as soon as possible. I commend the
motion to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

MOTION - HOUSING CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY, PROBLEMS
Debate resumed from 29 June.
HON AJ.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [4.03 pm]: This motion has been
loitering on the Notice Paper for some time, and I hope to conclude my remarks tonight
in the half hour that is remaining. I have on previous occasions set out a number of
specific concerns and problems that I see in the building industry. I would like now to
summarise some of those concerns; in particular, to focus on what I see to be the
shortcomings of the Builders Registration Board.
As the motion says, my fundamental concern is about the quality of housing construction
in Western Australia today. The attitude of the Government and of the Housing Industry
Association is that we have a very high standard of housing. Although I am sure that
many builders have the technical capacity, for a range of reasons much of the housing
that is turned out in Western Australia today, particularly at the lower end of the market,
is of questionable value. It may well be that we are simply seeing consumers being

7636 [COUNCEL.]



[Tuesday, 5 September 1995]163

conned into thinking that for $50 000 or $60 000 they can have a house with four
bedrooms, two bathrooms, a games room, sunken lounge and so on, together with carpet
et al. It may well be that it is not possible for builders to deliver that, but at the end of the
day it is the problem of the builders. It is not the fault of the home buyers who are told
that they can have these things. A problem with the Builders Registration Board enables
builders to consistently turn out houses with defects without the force of the law being
applied to them.
It is not good enough to say that we will deal with each individual problem as it arises.
The Government and its agent the Builders Registration Board have a real responsibility
to try to prevent these problems from occurring. The Government has made a series of
statements lately about what it will do with the board. I would say that this has been in
response to the concerns that have been raised in this place and elsewhere about problems
with the building industry and the Builders Registration Board. I acknowledge that it
appears the Government is prepared to address the problem of serial bankruptcy within
the building industry. Unfortunately, while we welcome that move there is nothing in a
general review of the Builders Registration Board that will deliver any of the sorts of
preventive measures that we need to ensure a better standard of housing in Western
Australia. Many builders have the technical capacity to build high quality houses and
many are doing that, but a range of imperatives is putting builders in a situation where
they are being forced by the market leaders in'this area to turn out houses that are
substandard. Unfortunately, the Builders Registration Board is not taking adequate steps
to stop that.
In the Government's recent review that is supposed to deliver improvements to the
consumer, we see that one of the proposed changes is to transfer the burden of cost of
running the Building Disputes Committee from the Builders Registration Board to
consumers. The Government will compel consumers who wish to make a complaint to
the Building Disputes Committee - in its new form to be the Building Disputes Tribunal -
to pay a fee. That tribunal was set up in the first instance to provide a low cost
alternative to court proceedings. This fee will undermine the whole purpose of that
tribunal. Consumers are being discouraged from taking action. Rather than a measure to
favour consumers, it is a measure that will deter and make it more difficult for consumers
to receive justice. I do not think the answer to this problem is to break up the Building
Disputes Committee. The problem arose prior to this stage; it is with the Builders
Registration Board.
If we are to address these problems we must have a fundamental change to the culture of
the Builders Registration Board. The board is perceived by many - not only consumers,
but also independent advisers within the industry - to be overly protective of builders.
We understand that the board must balance the interests of builders and consumers.
However, the general perception in the community is that the balance appears. to be
weighted in favour of the builder. For example, we have little evidence that the board is
using its powers to suspend or cancel- building licences where builders are regularly
turning out defective homes. Time and time again, the same builders have orders made
against them by the Building Disputes Committee, but somehow the Builders
Registration Board remains impervious to the consequences of those decisions and takes
no action to review whether those builders should continue to operate or have some
conditions imposed upon them. A classic case that was seen on television recently
involved a relatively small builder, Kestral Homes, which had over 40 complaints found
against it, yet the Builders Registration Board allowed it to continue, seemingly
unfettered, notwithstanding the fact that under the Builders Registration Act it has clear
power to take action against builders who turn out dodgy houses. I know that no builder
will ever be able to turn out a perfect house and that even the best builders will
occasionally build a house that has some problems. We do not expect perfection; but
when companies which continually turn out houses with substantial defects are
seemingly immune to action from the Builders Registration Board, we can understand
why consumers hold the view that the balance between the interests of consumers and
builders is very much weighted in favour of builders.
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It is time to take the step that has been taken in a number of Canadian jurisdictions,
where each year the Builders Registration Board publishes in its annual report a list of
builders who have had complaints found against them. That annual report also lists the
number of dwellings which have been completed by those builders, because obviously
the more houses they complete, the greater is the prospect that a complaint will be found,
and it is important to keep these things in context. Consumers in Western Australia
cannot obtain access to that sort of detail. Following our home buyers hotline, we
published a list of the more than 230 complaints which we received - we did not have the
resources to check the validity of those complaints - and there was an outcry from some
builders who appeared prominently on that list. In publishing complaints records, the
board would also detail the number of houses which each builder completed. The
Builders Registration Board should publish such reports, and, more importantly, it should
use that information to determine whether builders have the technical competence to
continue to be allowed to build in this State.
I repeat my claim that the dispute resolution procedures are needlessly protracted because
builders are given extension after extension of time. The Minister claims that he has
improved the effectiveness of the Building Disputes Committee with further
appointments, and I agree that is the case -

Hon Peter Foss: There are now eight.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am glad the Minister has responded to the calls that we
have made.
Hon Peter Foss: I did it before you made the calls. I did it well before you were in the
Parliament.
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: So Hon Peter Foss was a Minister before I was in the
Parliament?
Hon Peter Foss: I said I have been expanding it since I became a Minister, and before
you raised the matter in the Parliament.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I would be interested to see those figures, but that may be
the case. I am sure we have played at least a small role in highlighting these issues.
Hon Peter Foss: None whatsoever.
Hon AJOG. MacTlERNAN: The Minister can deceive himself in that regard, but I do not
think he has much credibility. Hon Peter Foss has made many statements in this
Parliament which he has had to backtrack -

Hon Peter Foss: None whatsoever.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Let us forget about having a discussion across the Chamber.
Talk to me.
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: Thank you, Mr President; I am sure we will have a much
more reasonable discussion.
It is still the case that there are delays, often in the early stages of what the Minister refers
to as the conciliation phase, where matters are being handled by the staff of the Builders
Registration Board. I have done a number of time lines of various cases that have gone
before the Builders Registration Board and the Building Disputes Committee, and there
are huge gaps between the time that orders are given and the time taken to comply with
those orders. Builders are granted extensions of time quite needlessly and are allowed to
use a variety of techniques to extend the time in which they must comply with orders
made by the board. I am concerned about the number of complaints that we receive from
home buyers who believe that building inspectors are biased. We hear repeatedly that
when the building inspector, the representative of the project builder, and the consumer
go to a site there appears to be a very cosy and close relationship between the inspector
and the builder's representative, to the extent that in the consumer's presence, the
building inspector and the builder's representative chat about each other's children and
about who will come over to who's place for a barbecue next week.
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Hon Peter Foss: Lawyers do that too, and it upsets people.

Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: It certainly does upset people when the inspector who is
supposed to be conciliating or arbitrating does not appear to be independent. It is slightly
different with lawyers because lawyers are supposedly engaged by competing sides.
Here we have a person funded by the State who is supposed to be impartial with regard to
the dispute between the parties, and the poor consumers in Rockinghamn or Wungong, or
any of those outer suburbs, find that there is an enormous degree of closeness between
the builder's representative and the building inspector. At the very least, building
inspectors need to be made more aware of the impact of that behaviour on consumers'
perception of their impartiality.

Hon Peter Foss: You are not suggesting more than that, are you, because it was implicit
in what you said earlier?
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: While I am not alleging that there is corruption - I have no
evidence of that - I have said previously, both inside and outside this Chamber, that I am
concerned that we have a culture in the Builders Registration Board that is overly
protective of builders. That is perhaps not surprising given that it is funded by builders
and that most of the people on the board seem to come from building interests. That
could be improved by some training in customer focusing on the part of the board. We
need to look also at the composition of the board, and I have put some questions to the
Minister about the qualifications of people who have been appointed to the board.
Regardless *of whether the Minister believes there is bias, there is certainly a strong
perception of bias. The Minister's colleague in the Federal Parliament, Senator Amanda
Vanstone, has said time and time again that it is the perception of bias which is the real
problem.
Hon Peter Foss: The legal profession has the same problem with complaints.

Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: This situation is even more pronounced than that because a
government agency is supposed to be neutral; however, there is no sense of neutrality in
these instances.
Hon Peter Foss: It is no more neutral than the legal practitioners -

Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The legal practitioner is a hired gun for his clients. If the
clients do not like him, they can hire another gun.

Hon Peter Foss: You missed the point. The legal profession has the same problem with
the disciplinary tribunal.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: That may be the case; however, I think this problem is one
of even greater concern. If one is unsatisfied with one's lawyer in the commercial arena,
at least in theory one can sack him and replace that person. However, that cannot be
done with an inspector from the Builders Registration Board. That person will prepare a
report which has some standing and status, and the consumer can do nothing about it. It
is important for us to understand that that apprehension of bias exists. That is why
people do not like to rely simply on the Law Society's complaints tribunal but use the
Legal Practitioners Board. A range of things has been done to give that board more
credibility. A compelling case exists for more action with the Builders Registration
Board.
I amn concerned that the Builders Registration Board does not appear to have any capacity
to be proactive and to consider trends that emerge in the industry. I will discuss the
problem of thermalite bricks, because the problem is not going away. This is one issue of
which the Builders Registration Board or, indeed, the Ministry of Fair Trading is aware
but has not taken any action to investigate. As most members know, thermalite bricks
are lightweight, aerated, concrete blocks. Good arguments have been made in favour of
their usage: They are cheap and have the potential to relieve manual handling problems
for bricklayers. In Western Australia they are used for internal load bearing wall
construction and also for external walls. In some instances they have been used also in
single leaf construction. It has been apparent for some time that grave problems have
existed in applying hard-set plaster to these internal thermalite walls. Massive
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drummyness of the plaster has led to cracking and a fundamental failure of the plaster in
walls of these homes. The response by the relevant builders of late has been to take off
the hard-set plaster in those homes and replace it with gyprock, at a cost of some $30 000
a home. It is interesting to note that in this instance the manufacturer of the product is
related to the builder who uses the product; therefore, no action is being taken by the
builder against the manufacturer.
Hon Tom Helm: That is not the Buckeridges, is it?
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: Yes, the Buckeridge Group of Companies is involved.
Hon Tom Helm: Why didlI thinkc that?
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: In the new homes that are being built with thermalite,
including many Homeswest properties - that will be of concern - gyprock plasterboard is
being used instead of tr-aditional plaster. The Builders Registration Board should be
aware that although this treatment with gyprock might deal in the first instance with the
aesthetic problems of cracking and flaking plaster, it does not deal with the major
problem. In fact, in an alarming manner it is concealing major structural problems that
can result - not in every instance - from the use of thermalite blocks. Thousands of
homes in Western Australia are built with thermalite blocks, by and large by people at the
lower end of the economic scale; people who do not have the resources to take action and
for whom the home is their largest investment. It is a problem that could be of alarming
proportion in a few years' time. We know from people who have worked inside the
company that there .are problems with the manufacturer of the bricks and that the
equipment that is used in cutting the bricks is not state of the art technology.
If the bricks are made at the end of the day when the wires are hot and expanded they are
cut unevenly. Ordinary clay bricks are uneven; however, that is not a problem because
the mud mortar in between them enables a levelling out of the bricks. I have been told by
a number of supervisors who engage in the construction of these houses that the problem
is that at the end of the day when the construction reaches plate height, the thermalite
bricks are uneven and there is a jagged edge. When the wall plate and roof are put on the
roof does not sit evenly over the bricks, and between the wall plate and the bricks are
spaces a couple of fingers wide. Roofs are being put on that, and the load is not spread
evenly over the wall, resulting in a variety of pressure points on those bricks. Thermalite
bricks cannot take that sort of pressure. That has led to massive cracking within those
brick walls which is now frighteningly concealed - not dealt with - by the application of
gyprock-
I could go on about the problems occurring with these homes. Concern has been
expressed that in some homes with thermalites, corners are cut in the roofing
construction: There are no collar ties and rafters sag, pushing out the walls. The
supervisors tell me - I do not have any independent confirmation of this - that the
problem with thermalite bricks is that they cannot withstand any lateral pressure, and that
contributes to the failing of these blocks. Problems exist also with the unitech sealant
that is used on these blocks. When blocks are used for external walls only a hairline
fracture is needed for moisture to penetrate. The blocks are like a sponge; they soak up
water. This leads to rising damp in those walls and also to expansion and contraction as
the bricks get wet and dry out.
Many of these problems will arise outside the six year warranty period and will leave the
punters with very little recourse. It is not good enough to say that they can take actionagaist the builder. The Government should act in a far more positive way. It should
cnsider whether these blocks have inherent problems or whether a problem exists

simply in the way they are being laid. In my view the board is not discharging its duty
by allowing these problems to emerge and then trying to address them later. It is a poor
response on the part of the Government to appoint more deputies to the Building
Disputes Committee to cope with the crescendo of complaints. It should try to address
the problems that are leading to the expansion in the number of complaints. The very
concept of the board is being undermined. The whole idea of the Builders Registration
Board is that people are registered who are technically competent to oversee building.
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There may be a building company that is building hundreds of houses at one time, and
only one registered builder is required. That registered builder does not inspect all, or
even most, of the houses constructed by that company. Between the builder and the
house is a supervisor. Some of those supervisors are highly skilled.
[Debate adjourned, pursuant to Standing Order No 195.]

SECURITY AND RELATED ACTIVITIES (CONTROL) BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from 23 May.
HON N.D. GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan) [4.30 pm]: This Bill has the support of
the Australian Labor Party to the extent that we believe that the Bill should be read a
second time. I wish to raise a number of issues. My first concern is that the responsible
Minister, the Minister for Police, sits in another place. That other place considered this
Bill first and, notwithstanding the fact that the responsible Minister sat in the other place,
a full and proper discussion did not take place because of the use of the guillotine. That
is very regrettable. However, I anm pleased that we have a representative Minister in this
place who enjoys a full and proper discussion and we intend to have a very full and
proper discussion on the matter. No doubt Hon P.R. Lightfoot is relieved that there will
be a very detailed discussion, if the need should arise.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: We are very reasonable people, as I am sure you are with your time.

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: We are dealing with this kind of legislation as a result of the
efforts of the member for Balcatta in continually raising matters in relation to law and
order. He has a proven concern for the safety and well being of the people of Western
Australia. Last year he introduced in another place a Bill entitled the Security Agents
Amendment Bill. The Security and Related Activities (Control) Bill is a response to the
sterling efforts of the member for Balcatta. However, in some way, the Bill seeks to
gazump the member for Balcatta's efforts because his Bill was a succinct measure
dealing with the regulation of the activities of people commonly referred to as bouncers.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: This is similar to the situation when Minister Kierath tried to
gazump Ian Taylor's Bill.
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan and I have different views about that
and I will not be sidetracked. It is rare that we have different views, as I am sure she will
reassure the House if the need arises.
Hon Max Evans: There are divisions in the party?

Hon N.D. GRUIFTHS: Not at all. We have healthy debate.

The measure before the House goes further than dealing simply with that area of activity
engaged in by people like bouncers. It deals with matters about property, protection,
investigation, surveillance and bouncing-type activities and areas of crowd control. It
also deals with armed bodyguards. I am concerned that the Government's response to
the good work of the member for Balcatta is more than a little extreme. It is a very wide
legislative response. It may have been more appropriate for the legislative response to
have been more channelled and, in so far as there ame deficiencies in the regulatory
regime, the response should have been more on an administrative basis. For example, if
the need lies there, there should be appropriate resourcing of police or a reprioritisation
of policy activity.
The width of the response causes concern because it seeks to regulate activities which I
suggest should not necessarily be the subject of the kind of regulation that the
Government is proposing in the Bill. I want to refer to some of the areas which the Bill
seeks to regulate. Part 3 relates to licensing of security activities. Part 3 refers to and
defines security officers, security consultants and security installers. The areas of activity
carried out by those people are wide. As the Bill is currently drafted, a security installer
is -
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... a person who for remuneration installs, maintains or repais. ...
(c) equipment or devices for the watching or protection of property.

That definition is extremely wide. I do not propose at this stage to examine each and
every aspect of the Bill. I am simply illustrating the width of the regulatory regime
which this so called free enterprise Government is proposing.
The Bill also defines inquiry agents and investigators. According to the Bill, aninvestigator is a person who, for remuneration, conducts "investigations concerning
missing persons". An investigator is also a person who conducts investigations -

... into the conduct of individuals or bodies corporate or the character of
individuals.

Those words have wide inmport. I am aware that, in some respects, some of those matters
are dealt with in current legislation, but this matter is before Parliament and it is proper
that we should, at the very least, consider. whether and to what extent the state should
intrude into what are, for all intents and purposes, lawful activities.
With regard to the issue raised by the member for Balcatta about bouncers, I note the
very wide definition of crowd control. The Bill defines a crowd controller as -

... a person who in respect of any licensed premises, place of entertainment, or
public or priv ate event or function, as part of his or her regular duties, performs
for remuneration any function of -

(a) controlling or monitoring the behaviour of persons;
(b) screening persons seeking entry; or
(c) removing persons for behavioural reasons.

Those are very wide words and the net that the legislation casts in that instance, as it castsin others, is extremely wide and I query whether and to what extent those activities
should be regulated to the degree proposed.
The member for Balcatta, whose great interest in this matter I have already referred to,provided me with a submission he received from the Media, Entertainment and Arts
Alliance. I am advised that body is a registered organisation which represents employeesin the media, arts, entertainment and recreation industries. The members of the alliance
deal with patrons attending clubs, theatres, cinemas, sports grounds, rallies, the Royal
Show which will be held soon, exhibitions, amusement parlours, theme parks, circuses,
racing activities - trots, races and the dogs - tourism, the Perth Zoological Gardens and
aquatic centres. The alliance is very concerned about the wide net cast by this legislation
and that it may have relevance to gatekeepers; ushers; ticket sellers and takers; parking,
turnstile, cloakroom, lift and pool attendants; ride operators; and other people with whom
many people will come into contact at the Royal Show and other places.
An answer to its concerns is that the Parliament will legislate to have a wide net and then
it will exempt people by delegated legislation. I do not think it is a very good way to go.
The legislation should spell out who is the target. Insofar as the Parliament deals with
delegated legislation it should be sure that the target in the legislation is the best way to
go. I do not accept the proposition that the Parliament cast a wide net and then exempt
people from it. I am pleased Hon Bruce Donaldson is in the House because the Bill
provides for a great deal of delegated legislation. I know Hon Tom Helm is also taking
note of it. I do not want this Bill to be the cause of unnecessary work for the Joint
Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation some time down the track, but unless it is
considered very carefully it may well have that effect.
I will proceed with some of the concerns of the Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance.
It is concerned about the legislation in respect of crowd controllers. It makes reference to
the difference between what the member for Balcatta and others referred to as bouncers
and the soft side of the activities of the industry. That soft side of the industry is
typically those people involved in parking; for example, someone at Subiaco Oval
directing traffic into an area and noting whether members are using the car park. That
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seems to come into that definition and members will note the use of the word
"1monitoring" in the relevant clause of the Bill.

The alliance referred to instances in mass sport and entertainment venues where there
may be an expectation of a possible disturbance, and where that occurs security guards or
police are called upon. When that occurs the initial action is undertaken by an attendant
who may not go near the supposed offender, but plays a part in monitoring by calling for
assistance. That person should not be the subject of the legislative regime proposed by
the Government
The primary difficulty I have with the legislation is that it is too wide in its scope and it
must be significantly narrowed down. Arguably the Bill fails to take into account the
adequacy of the current law. I hark back to whether the appropriate response to the evils
sought to be cured is widely legislative as the Government is proposing or is more a
matter of administration on the part of the Police Service or a prioritisation of the use of
police resources. Some areas of the current law sit with difficulty with some areas of the
Bill. I will refer to a few instances without going into the nitty gritty of the Bill, except
where it is absolutely necessary to make the point. In Committee the matters will be
further canvassed, but that will depend on the Minister's response to this debate.

We already have a body of law which deals with bouncers, and the starting point is the
Criminal Code. Section 222 and the following sections of that code define assaults. I
note also section 564 of the Criminal Code which deals with the powers of arrest by
police officers or persons other than police officers. Unless the licensing procedure is
very carefully dealt with it may be considered by the recipient of the licence or perhaps
an adjudicator that in some way it provides a greater power to the licensee than he would
have under the existing law. I am concerned that may have some relevance with respect
to those areas of the Criminal Code to which I referred.

The relationship of the part of the Bill dealing with bodyguards to the existing provisions
of the Police Act is a matter of concern. This Bill provides for people to be bodyguards.
Visiting VIPs and VIPs generally are afforded a degree of protection at the moment. I
amn concerned first that what is properly a police function is being privatised.
Supposedly. private armies ceased when Henry Tudor won the Battle of Bosworth in
1485. 1 do not like the potential for this Bill to release that sort of emotion again. It is all
very well someone believing genuinely that it is not what is meant; it is not what we are
going to do; it will be very hard to get a licence; we, the administrators of the law, do not
intend to go down that path. We have to consider whether the law permits that path to
occur. I do not know how our society will develop. I note the mistaken fashion for
privatisation. I am concerned about a privatisation of policing functions. However, in
the context of the Bill and how it sits with the current law, I think it appropriate that I
refer members to section 65(4a) of the Police Act I will read out the operative parts so
that the argument can be understood. It states -

Every person who shall commit any of the next following offences shall on
summary conviction be liable -

Penalties are referred to and subsection (4a) states -

Every person who, without lawful excuse, carries or has on or about his person or
in his possession any rifle, gun, pistol, sword, dagger, knife, sharpened chain,
club -

This is War of the Roses stuff -
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: What about a mace spray?

Hon NJ). GRIFFTHS: I will talk about pepper sprays. The point I am making is
interesting when one considers the reported comments of the Commissioner of Police
with respect to the use of pepper sprays by citizens. The section continues -

bludgeon or truncheon, or any other article made or adapted for use for causing
injury to the person, or intended by him for such use by him.

Hon Alannah Mac~iernan has properly referred to mace sprays in that context and I have
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referred to pepper sprays. The argument that has taken place elsewhere is similar,namely, people should not have these items because that would offend against the law. Ihave just read the material section and I suggest that the body of opinion is to that effect.In his book, Police Offences of Western Australia, Mr Nicholls deals with the subsection
to which I have referred and he sets out a number of the leading cases which deal with it.
I note that in referring to some of the matters, Mr Nicholls says

Whether the intention to use the weapon in self-defence is reasonable depends on
whether or not a threat is "immediate and particular".

He then says -

A delay of one week has been held to render the threat no longer "immediate or
particular": If the carrying of the weapon is merely to frighten persons fromwhom an attack might reasonably be expected to come, then such use is notoffensive unless the frightening amounts to intimidation or injury through shock.

Therefore, I suppose to be consistent with the law as it applies across the board, thesebodyguards can carry their devices only if they mean to frighten people. However, theyhad better not do so if they will intimidate or shock people. The idea of having
bodyguards is not foreign to our jurisprudence. However, as I pointed out, it is about500 years out of date. The Indian subcontinent - I refer to the geographic area rather thanthe country - was, regrettably in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, an area whichhad acute law and order problems similar to those of the United States of America at themoment for the same reason; namely, people were allowed to carry arms, whether theywere daggers or knives or, as we know in the case of the United States, guns. Why
anyone would contemplate setting up any sort of regime to allow people other than theproper law enforcement officers to have arms [ do not know. It is not good enough to saysome people do it now, therefore legalise it. That is not the proper response. If peopleare breaking the law, let us enforce the law. If the law cannot be enforced because thepolice, for some reason or another, lack resources or the matter is given a low priority asfar as the commissioner is concerned, let them say so. However, this legislative response
causes concern.
When I said that the Australian Labor Party supports the second reading of the Bill, thatis not to say it will vote against the Bill later. It is to say that in due course, we want thearguments that I put forward and no doubt the arguments that others will put forward tobe answered and our response will ultimately reflect the reasonableness of the answers.The fact that I raise a concern at this stage does not mean, and should not be taken tomean in any way shape or form, that I and my colleagues are not open to argument. It is
an interesting area. However, it is an area that requires careful scrutiny; scrutiny that
unfortunately another place saw fit not to give.
Another aspect with which this measure does not sit prettily with the current law is inrespect of a particular clause and, because the clause is short and illustrative of the
difficulties to which I am referring the House, I will read it. Clause 86 states -

A person must not delay, obstruct or otherwise hinder a member of the police
force in the performance of his or her functions under section 84.
Penalty $2 000.

Members who have any knowledge of the police will be aware of section 20 of the Police
Act. I trust their knowledge - I am sure it is the case for the members of this House - of
section 20 of the Police Act is on a proper basis rather than as someone who has been
charged. However, section 20 of the Police Act is somewhat similar to clause 86 and I
query the desirability of having one clause worded in the way that clause 86 is and
another clause worded differently.

[Questions without notice taken.]
Hon N.D. GRIFFIH: I am concerned that we are reproducing in this Bill something
which already exists, but in doing so we are applying a different penalty to the conduct
complained of. To make the point clearer I refer to section 20 of the Police Act which
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commences with the words "If any person shall disturb, hinder, or resist any member of
the Police Force in the execution of his duty". Those words are very similar to "A person
must not delay, obstruct or otherwise hinder any member of the Police Force". The
duplication and potential for competition in the minds of those who would be charging is
disturbing, but that the method of dealing with that policy is in contravention of a
longstanding recommendation of the Law Reform Commission is even more disturbing.
I refer to the report on the Police Act offences of the Law Reform Commission of
Western Australia, project No 85, chapter 5. Under the heading "Interference with the
Police in the Execution of their Duty: Sections 20, 41(1) 41(7), 66(7), 67(3) and 90" it
made a number of observations.. It decried the duplicity of offences, which in many
instances cover the same ground. That deserves to be decried. It points out that of the
offences under that heading, the most important is section 20, to which I have just
referred. At page 53 it states -

... there is no need to retain all these overlapping offences. The Commission
accordingly recommends that the offences in sections ...

It then refers to the other sections being repealed, recommending leaving section 20 as
the sole simple offence in this area. The other Australian jurisdictions have only a single
summary offence of this kind. It then recommends that section 20 be modernised The
other relevant aspect of section 20 is that it is in the Police Act. I promised Hon George
Cash some months ago that I would not raise in this session the question of the
Government taking up the Law Reform Commission's recommendations on the Police
Act, so I will not do so. My not doing so still leaves a question mark over the
Government's sense of priority. In line with my promise to Hon George Cash I will not
pursue that aspect any further at this stage because I trust I will not need to..
Other areas of law currently in force of relevance to this piece of legislation include the
Security Agents Act, which would be repealed. However, its terms must be considered
when we go through the Committee stage.

Hon George Cash: Not today.

Hon N.D. GRIFFITS: I appreciate that. The Inquiry Agents Licensing Act is also
proposed to be repealed by this Bill. Its terms should be considered at the Committee
stage because, as I pointed out, this Bill goes further in the area of regulation than the
current Inquiry Agents Licensing Act. The Firearms Act is also relevant particularly in
considering clauses 41 and 42, which deal with bodyguards. To a lesser extent
Corporations Law is also relevant, because we are looking at the liability of officers of
corporations. I do not think that aspect will detain us for yery long at the Committee
stage. I foresee dealing with specific concerns at the Committee stage. My next area of
general concern is the machinery provisions of the Bill.

Many of the machinery provisions are so wide that they may be construed as oppressive.
I am concerned where wide discretionary power is provided for in the Bill. Wide
discretionary power can exist in appropriate circumstances, but those circumstances
should be fully explained and the justification for them must be clearly evidenced. The
Bill provides that the Police Commissioner receive greater powers than he has. That
must be scrutinised as a matter of course. I do not say that in any adverse way.
Arguably, unnecessary use is made of delegated legislation in some instances. However,
on the other hand power is granted to the Police Commissioner when perhaps delegated
legislation should be the appropriate method of dealing with a matter. The Bill provides
for not only unnecessary use of delegated legislation in some instances, but also an
inconsistent use of delegated legislation. Instances also arise which are difficult to accept
as a general principle considering the operation of the law. I refer to the use of
presumptions and the reversal of the onus of proof in some instances.

Hon George Cash: I notice you placed some amendments on the Notice Paper which
seek to deal with some of the issues you are raising.

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I -am glad Hon George Cash has referred to matters on the
Notice Paper. I am aware that the Government has difficulties with the Bill by virtue of
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the fact that the Minister for Mines has a number of proposed amendments on the Notice
Paper.
I earlier referred to the difficulties I have with regulating clause 14 as it is printed. When
I made those observations I was aware of what was on the Notice Paper of 20 June. I am
not sure whether the wording in the Notice Paper will adequately deal with those matters.
However, we will sort out that in due course. I will arrange for a number of amendments
to be placed on the Notice Paper. That does not mean in each instance that I am of the
view that those amendments will rectify every deficiency. The amendments themselves
may not be appropriate. However, I think they are a reasonable method of flagging my
concerns in a concrete and, I trust, constructive way. I look forward to the Minister's
response to them.
I thank the Minister for Mines and the Minister for Police for providing me with a
briefing on the Bill. To summarise my concerns of the Bill, it is appropriate to list those
clauses which at this stage I may oppose or have critical comment on, or which are the
subject of amendments of which I have given notice. They are clauses 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13,
14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 - I will be a bit more generous
to the Bill in a few minutes - 34, 35, 38, 40, 41, 42, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 55, 57, 62,
63, 64, 65, 66 68, 70, 72, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 86, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93 and 94. 1 do
not want to give the impression that I have read out every clause in the Bill. I have
mentioned some clauses about which I have a degree of concern.
Hon Tom Helm: We are not opposed to the Bill!
Hon N.D. GRIFFTHS: I point out to Hon Tom Helm that we are not opposed to the
second reading of the Bill. We consider these matters to be an important area of policy
that can be dealt with, we mrust, as a result of the House's normal processes. I invite the
Minister to consider referring the Bill to the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated
Legislation for a short period. It might be a means of dealing with the matter more
efficiently, rather than have what I fear may be the occasional late night. I will not move
that motion; it is a matter'for the Minister to consider the efficient use of his, my and the
House's time, noting the great expertise members of the standing committee on
legislation have on these matters. In any event, if the Government were so minded the
Opposition would view such a matter charitably and would be interested in the views of
the standing committee whether now, in Committee or through a standing committee
report. I have flagged some concerns, but it is not appropriate to cover every one of the
clauses to which I have referred by number. If I were to do so I would be going through
a pre-emptive Committee stage. More importantly we would probably be here all night
and Hon Tom Helm has given me a pair at 6 o'clock.
HON TOM HELM (Mining and Pastoral). [5.50 pm]: I will bring to the attention of the
House some matters flagged by Hon Nick Griffiths. I have already expressed my
concern about one of these issues to the Chairman of the Joint Standing Committee on
Delegated Legislation, Hon Bruce Donaldson. It was not until Hon Nick Griffiths
brought these matters to my attention and I rmad the Government's amendments on the
Supplementary Notice Paper that I decided to voice my concern. Th1e Opposition will
move amendments to the Bill in the Committee stage if its concerns are not addressed
during the second reading debate.
I refer to my concern about clause 72, which is headed "Practice and procedure on
appeal". Paragraph (a) proposes that the Governor may make regulations for the purpose
of regulating the practice and procedure of the court. I am advised by Hon Nick Griffiths
that that is not necessarily a bad thing, but paragraphs (b) and (c) of the clause state that
the Governor may make regulations for fees to be taken by the court and as to costs. So
far as I am concerned that is taking things one step too far. As a member of the
Delegated Legislation Committee I have certain responsibilities on behalf of this House.
This Bill includes some very good provisions in relation to security and related activities,
which is a subject that receives headlines in the newspaper at least once a week. As
members of Parliament we have a duty to ensure that the security industry is regulated
and that the people who are licensed to work in the industry do so properly. The
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motherhood statements we often hear in this House are probably included in this Bill.
However, after listening to Hon Nick Griffiths and reading the Minister's second reading
speech, one can be forgiven for thinking that it is an appropriate Bill by which to regulate
the security industry. That being the case, why does the Governor have the ability under
this Bill to regulate for fees to be taken by the court and to regulate in relation to costs?
It is quite sensible that this Bill should provide for fees to be taken by the court and for
charges to be set, but why should the Governor have the power to do that? In other
legislation fees are struck for specific purposes. Why should not the costs in this clause
be linked to specific purposes and provide for the court to have the ability to charge fees
which are set by the Parliament? The court could be given the opportunity to charge fees
or to increase them, but we could expect it not to take up that opportunity. I ask the
Minister to consider this issue and explain why it is appropriate for the Governor to make
regulations for fees to be taken by the court and to give an example of other delegated
legislation which provides for something similar.
I understand that the practices and procedures of the court are matters on which the court
should advise the Governor and that he should be given the power to amend them.
However, I remind the House that fees is an issue on which the Delegated Legislation
Committee has commented on several occasions. I question the need for this clause to be
included in the Bill. I do not think any member in this House would argue about the need
for fees to be struck, but they should be identified. If the court intends to adopt the user-
pays principle subject to the policies adopted by the Parliament, members would not
argue about it. It is not a contentious issue when one considers what has occurred in the
past in regard to fees and costs. However, members are abrogating their responsibility by
not giving the people of Western Australia a clear understanding of what fees they expect
the court to charge or what costs it should take into account in the course of its business.
I am sure the Parliamentary Counsel would be able to sort out this without too much
difficulty. This is a motherhood piece of legislation and I hope we do not throw the baby
out with the bathwater by concentrating too much on what the fees and costs will be.
I refer members to clause 93 and ask the Minister and the Government to reconsider it.
The clause gives the Governor the ability to make regulations for the preparation of codes
of conduct. The members of the Delegated Legislation Committee prepared a report on a
recent trip overseas. The report proposes the introduction of a Bill which deals with the
way we are governed, the way people view members of Parliament, the legislative
processes and the Executive. On a number of occasions it is suggested that this proposed
regulation making provision should be avoided. Obviously the Governor should take
advice, but he should not have the ability to make regulations for codes of conduct and, if
they are breached, to insist on a licence being revoked under section 66 of the parent Act.
Under clause 93 the Governor has the ability to make regulations which may provide for
the preparation of codes of conduct and their publication, with the approval of the
Minister, by associations representing groups of persons licensed under the legislation. It
goes against the principle of the Delegated Legislation Committee to make regulations to
implement codes of conduct. In any circumstance, a code of conduct is something that
cannot be disallowed, therefore, it cannot be debated by the House. A code of conduct is
voluntarily tabled in this place; it is not a statutory requirement.
We will have a situation under this legislation where a licensed association can put
together a code of conduct that will either allow or not allow people to operate within its
business. It is so simple; a provision could easily be inserted in the Bill to regulate the
activities of a security guard or a crowd control operator. There is nothing wrong with
that. However, as soon as such a provision is inserted in the Bill a regulation must be
included which either confirms it or takes it into a really grey area.

Sining sasspended from 6.00 to 730 pm
The Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation will bring forward legislation
that I hope will prevent the type of provision to be found in clause 93. It is not within the
realms of good government to give to someone other than the Government the power to
make regulations to impose fees, as in clause 72. These matters should be determined

7647



and debated during the passage of this Bill, and not somewhere down the track. That this
measure should contain this sort of clause indicates either that it is lazy draftsmanship or
that the people who gave the instructions to the draftsman did not give careful
consideration to their instructions. The Legislation Committee is concerned about this
sort of thing. Members of that committee experience a sense of deja vu and then anger
when the mistakes of past years are repeated. We never learn, and with clause 72 we are
taking a backward step.
Clause 93 states that the Governor may make regulations on codes of conduct. The
Parliament cannot disallow codes of conduct. However, clause 93 states that if someone
does not comply with a code of conduct set up by an authorised licensed group, that
person can lose his or her licence. We should not agree to that type of clause in this day
and age. The Bill must set out not only the punishment, but also the reasons for that
punishment. I have no doubt that somewhere down the track, and as early as possible, a
strong effort will be made to put those codes of conduct in place and to define the
offences. That should be applauded. We should abhor legislation which provides that
the Governor - obviously on advice - should set codes of conduct of which people may be
unaware.
This clause does not deal with matters of life or death, or matters that must be resolved
within hours. However, even a reasoned and considered step could put someone's
livelihood at stake. I am sure that codes of practice exist that are perfectly acceptable,
and if people in particular industries do not comply with them they should not be in those
industries. By the same token, we do not need someone with delegated authority to put
together a code of conduct for an operator, a security man, a crowd controller, or a secret
agent who breaks the rules and regulations. We have plenty of time for a reasoned
debate about the matter, and to clarify' the code of practice and the punishment for
breaking that code. If the punishment were a fine, I would still object as strongly.
However, this is worse than a fine because it can take away someone's livelihood. We
need to be clear when we take away someone's job that we have taken into account all of
the considerations, rather than leaving it all to a person who holds a delegated
responsibility. Our society is generally secure in the belief that those people who act
with authority act in the best interests of society as a whole. Basically, that concept has
kept our society together.
The delegation of power does not enhance democracy nor give a clear understanding of
the separation of power between the Executive and the judiciary. The parliamentary
process - the reason that we elect members of Parliament - is clouded by the fact that as
members of Parliament we have delegated more power than we want for ourselves -
unless one wants to be a dictator - to other people. As members of Parliament we are
obliged to discuss any legislative changes that come before this Chamber. We should
ensure that we act in the best interests of the people who elect us. The legislation that the
Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation proposes to put to the House later
down the track will help us to do that job better. It will ensure that we are not subjected
to sloppy draftsmanship or to lazy Ministers or public servants who cannot be bothered to
detail the processes of which they would like us to be part. Given the motherhood nature
of this legislation, which the Labor Party supports - and I remember Hon Gordon Hill
talking in Caucus about the changes that were needed to deal with the problems in the
industry -

Hon P.R. Lightfoot: I remember that; it was eight or nine years ago.
Hon TIOM HELM: It was 1986; nine years ago.
Hon George Cash: I think you would agree that clause 93 deals with regulations to
provide for the preparation of codes of conduct, and with the potential revocation of a
licence if those codes of conduct are breached. How would you handle that situation?
Hon TOM HELM: I have just skimmed through the Bill, so if the Leader of the House
accused me of not reading the Bill, he would be right -
Hon George Cash: I am not doing that. I am asking you for help. Do you have any idea
about how codes of conduct could be put in place?
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Hon TOM HELM: The Bill contains a way of dealing with people who have prescribed
drugs in their bloodstream, which the sporting industry also regards as an offence. There
is no reason that a code of conduct could not say, for example, that a security operative or
crowd controller must be a person of good conduct and must not have been charged with
an offence of violence. Perhaps the code of conduct could say that we are looking for
people with impeccable backgrounds and that a person who is not fit to be a police
officer because he has committed some offence in the past is not fit to be in the security
industry. I would be more supportive of the Bill if that were detailed in it. We do not
even know what associations or groups of persons will be licensed. I do not know the
background of the Bob Jones Martial Arts Academy, but it seems to be frowned upon in
some quarters. Why could that not become an organisation or incorporated body for the
purposes of this Bill if it complied with the code of conduct? I do not think this House
would argue about that. There is power in the Bill to do certain things, but we ame
proposing to give someone whom we do not know the ability to take away somebody
else's job, for an offence which has not yet been determined. I do not think that is the
way we should go. I support the Bill, with those reservations..
HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [7.44 pm]: I welcome the Government's
attempt to do something about the problems that have become apparent in the security
industry in this State. Obviously, the comments made in the second reading speech are
correct;, there has been a certain amount of cowboy or ninja warrior type behaviour
among certain security personnel which has resulted in serious injuries to people. We do
not want to see that happen in this State, and we must try to get some control into the
industry, particularly in areas which at present are not regulated, such as crowd
controllers. However, the legislation does not deal with some concerns that have been
brought to me by members of the public, which arise from what we could call the loose
nature of the link between the security business and former members of the police force.
I am concerned that in the case of licensing agents - who are not described in the
definitions clause; I do not know whether that causes a problem - there is no appeals
body to which people can go. Clause 44(2) states -

A licensing officer may in writing exempt a partnership or body corporate from
compliance with subsection (1), and may at any time revoke an exemption by
notice in writing to the partnership or body corporate.

That gives the licensing officers quite a deal of power. I understand that many retired
police officers are in the security business, so the licensing officers may be licensing
former police officers. I believe that in the past, some police officers worked in the
security industry after hours. I asked a question without notice about that matter on
13 June.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Are you one of the people who has been taking up the time of
the Police Commissioner? How irresponsible!
Hon J.A. SCOTT: He answered this question very promptly, but not quite as precisely as
I wanted. I asked -

Are there any regulations which proscribe police officers from working after
hours for private security companies as security officers or crowd controllers?

The answer was -

Effective from 10 April 1995, secondary employment policy prohibits police
officers from working after hours as security officers or crowd controllers.

I understood that the former Commissioner of Police, Brian Bull, had prior to that date
given an internal instruction that police officers were not to take second jobs of that
nature. Because of that link, I believe certain things might have occurred in the past
where some issues were not investigated properly.
A letter dated 10 September 1993 from Justin Podmore, the Managing Director of New
Breed Security (WA) to the licensing officer of the commercial agents squad reads -

It has come to my attention that a Crowd Control company by the name of
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NIGHT WATCH HOLDINGS PTY LTD owned by Michael Raymond Dunbar is
currently providing Licenced Guard services to EVENTS CORP (The West
Australian Tourism Commission) for the 1993 Telecom Rally Australia. As you
would know neither Nightwatch Holdings nor Mike Dunbar are Licenced
Security Agents.
Currently Nightwatch Holdings are providing a security guard 24hrs a day to
protect an Eventscorp Rally control room situated in the Sheraton Hotel. On
Wednesday the 8th September I was alerted to the presence of this guard by the
Sheraton Hotel who innocently made an enquiry to our company (we currently
supply security personnel to the Hotel) about the credentials of Nightwatch
Holdings; I referred them to you at the Commercial Agents Squad.
I am also aware that Nightwatch Holdings is currently supplying 24hr guards to
Eventscorp at the Hill St Entrance to what is currently the construction site for the
rally at Langley ParlL I personally asked one of these guards to provide me with
his name and credentials on Wednesday 8th September and was told it was
Jonathan Wagenaar of I1I Mahara Rd.Kelmscott and that he was not a licenced
guard and that he was employed by Nightwatch Holdings.
On Friday 10th I spoke with Mike Dunbar who telephoned me after having been
approached by an employee of the Sheraton Hotel to *clarify the situation
regarding his companies duties there. Dunbar informed me that the protective
services offered by his company (which he also confirmed was unlicenced) were
quite legal in consideration of the fact that the control room and similarly the rally
gates were never locked. He contended that this fact differentiated the duties
between Licenced Guards and Unlicenced Crowd Controllers, a fact that a
subsequent conversation between myself and Peter Vincent of the Commercial
Agents squad proved to be untrue.
Nightwatch Holdings has won a contract worth Tens of Th1ousands of Dollars
from the State Government on what I believe are fraudulent grounds. He has won
this contract from more reputable Licenced Security companies on the basis of a
low hourly rate that any Licenced company paying award rates of pay could not
match. I bring this matter to your attention in Strict Confidence.*

Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Is this strict confidence?
Hon L.A. SCOTT. No, but I think it is in the public interest that these things are brought
to attention. I never agreed that I would keep this matter in strict confidence.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Did you check with him first?
Hon J.A. SCOTT. I did not get this letter immediately from that gentleman; however, I
believe that this is an important matter. As Hon Ross Lightfoot will see as I continue, it
is a matter that should be considered seriously by the Government.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: It may be, but it hardly instills faith in politicians who break
confidences.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The letter concludes -

To the best of my knowledge the contract was let by an Eventscorp Employee by
the name of ROB VAN LEEUWEN.

If that on its own had been all, I might not have been so concerned. However, I then
received further complaints about that company. A person reported an assault to the
Fremantle Police Station by one of the Nightwatch people. It was interesting to read the
information on the events of that night, which was obtained through the freedom of
information legislation, because according to that person the statement he made was
different from what the police officer wrote. In fact, if members read what the police
officer wrote at that time they would believe that the gentleman in question, Mr Harshaw,
was stupid to go to the police with such a complaint. I will quote some of the points
made by the police officer, Mr N. Warner.
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Hon George Cash: Are you now referring to a second case about the same company,
Nightwatch Holdings?
Hon L.A. SCOTT: Yes. The statement reads -

On September 9, 1993, 1 was on duty at Fremantle Police Station when
Mr HARSHAW attended an alledged having been assaulted at the Rally Australia
Event, earlier that day.
I took Mr HARSHAW into an office and spoke with him at length in relation to
this matter.
Mr HARSHAW told me that he did not have an entry pass to this event and had
been told to leave the premises by security staff. Mr HARSHAW told me that he
refused to leave and began argucing with security staff about the existance of a
pass within the 'Pepsi' promotions marquis.
Mr HARSHAW told me that security staff had made inquiries within the marquis
and failed to locate any such pass.
Mr HARSHAW told me that he did not have a pass for this event.
Mr HARSHAW told me that reasonable inquiries had been made to ascertain if
such a pass existed, and none had been found.
Mr HARSHAW told me that he became arguementative with security staff and
then with the events co-ordinator, Mr KAYES.
Mr HARSHAW then told me that he had been forcibly removed from the
premises by security staff, on the instructions of Mr KAYES.

Thus far, one would say that he deserved to have that occur. It continues -

Mr HARSHAW alledged being pushed in the chest and 'man-handled' by two
security officers.
Mr HARSHAW told me that he had an 'on-going' dispute with Mr KAYES over
previous business dealings and it was Mr KAYES that he wanted charged with
assault.
Mr HARSHAW had no physical signs of any assault ...

I then conducted futher inquiries in relation to this matter.
I telephoned Mr KAYES at the Rally Australia event and spoke with him in
relation to this matter. Mr KAYES stated that Mr HARSHAW had attended at
the event without a valid pass and was subsequently refused entry. Mr KAYES
stated that Mr HARSHAW had become abusive and arguementative and had been
subsequently removed by security staff.

That ties in with the statement the police officer said Mr Harshaw had made. It
continues -

Mr KAYES further stated that Mr HARSHAW had attempted unsuccessfully to
become involved with the Rally Australia event and was well-aware that his
attendance was uninvited.
I then spoke with Senior Constable MARTIN who was the on-site Police
Commander at this event. SIC MARTIN informed me of this incident and
corroborated Mr KAYES statement of events and further questioned
Mr HARSHAWs motives for attending at the Fremantle Police Station instead of
the Police command post at the Rally Australia event.

The letter continues at length. A few problems emerge with this statement. First,
Mr Harshaw does not agree that it was his statement. Secondly, it would have been
problematic for him to attend the command post at Rally Australia when he was not
allowed to go in. I have a *statement from Mr Harshaw. When matters were closed by
the Police Force Mr Harshaw made further inquiries into why the matter was not being
investigated. After he had spoken to more senior officers, the inquiry was opened into
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why no action had been taken; however, the same officer against whom the complaint
had been made for not taking any action was assigned the job of examining his own role.
That is a little strange.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Will you table those documents?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Yes, I am happy to table the documents.
Hon L.D. MacLean: Will you identify them so they can be tabled?
The PRESIDENT: Order! Members should do that through the Chair, not make their
own arrangements. Hon lain MacLean wants Hon Jim Scott to identify the documents
with a view to asking him at the conclusion of his speech to table them.
Hon Tom Stephens interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I want to know whether Hon Tom Stephens thinks I am on
the right track or whether I am incorrectly instructing Hon Jim Scott.
Hon Tom Stephens: I think you are absolutely on the right track, Mr President.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The documents are a series of FOI documents which came from the
regional police office and which were requested by Mr Harshaw when he investigated
what was happening in relation to his case.
The PRESIDENT: Order! For the honourable member's benefit, it does not
automatically follow that the document is tabled because he has identified it. Standing
orders require the honourable member to ask leave for the. documents to be tabled at the
end of his speech now that they have been identified.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Thank you, Mr President. I will not read out the details. of where
Mr Harshaw lives, but his affidavit reads -

I am self employed. My company is Instant Marquee System (Australia Pty Ltd).
At about 12.30 hours on September 18, 1993, I was at Langley Park attending
Rally Australia. I was there in two capacities.
1. Attending the two rally teams that I sponsor with all correct passes.
2. To attend the "Pepsi" Marquee as invited.
I had organised a pass to the event, in particular, to the "Pepsi VIP Marquee". As
I didn't have the pass with me I experienced problems with the security staff to
gain entry.

I point out that he states that he had the pass to enter Langley Park as he was sponsoring
the event. He showed me all the passes in my offices and he still has them all.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Is this Mr Harshaw you are talking about?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Yes. Mr Harshaw told me that he had arranged to pick up his pass
into the Pepsi marquee at the marquee because it was a separate pass, but he was refused
entry. He continues in his affidavit -

I was threatened and assaulted by a security officer. I then went to the results
posting transportable, where I spoke with an older gentleman and a boy and asked
if I could use the telephone. I tried to communicate with the rally coordinator,
Rob VAN LEEUWEEN. Whilst on the phone I was grabbed from behind and
pulled around and then pushed towards the doorway. He commented to the effect
"I know all about you, you're an expletive troublemaker. Peter Kay has told me
to get rid of you."
I said, "Get your hands off me or otherwise I call the Police." He then shoved me
with both hands and tried to push me outside the door. He pushed me again and I
ended up outside the transportable office door. The gentleman and the boy, about
12 years of age, witnessed this. He then said, "If you don't leave right expletive
now, I will bash your head in. I know all about you from Peter KAY."
I attended at Fremantle Police Station and reported the assault to Constable
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WARNER. He declined to take the complaint claiming that it was civil and
political. I returned home and conversed with the Duty Inspector at Police
Headquarters. As the result I received a call from the Fremantle Relief Sergeant.
He took my complaint over the phone.
I also reported a separate incident to the Fraud Squad, this was on the Monday, to
Acting Inspector YOUNG. The incident related to Fraud by staff of Rally
Australia.
I had heard nothing from Police regarding the assault and I made inquiries on
February 22, 1994. 1 was amazed to be informed that the Offence Report,
Number 180993 1435 6646, had been written off. I could not understand why the
inquiry had been assigned to Constable WARNER for inquiries as this was the
officer who originally refused to accept my complaint.
Having received the information I contacted Constable WARNER by phone at the
Kwinana Station. I asked Constable WARNER, "How good is your memory?"
He replied. "Not good" and laughed. I said, "Maybe you will remenmber an
incident at Rally Australia in September 1993?" He said, "I know all about that".
I then tried to discuss the matter with him as to whom he had spoken to in regards
to his investigation and why he had written the file off so readily. He stated he
had spoken with Peter KAY and the security guards concerned and the Police at
Langley Park. I then said, "But they are the culprits. I had independent witnesses
to this." He replied, "You never ever stated that to me." I said, "Yes I did. I
stated that to you, the Duty Inspector and to the Sergeant who took my statement
over the phone." I said, "How did you end up with the file anyway?" He replied,
"I don't want to talk about this any more" and then hung up the phone.
My concern is the lack of inquiry and the fact that the report was assigned to and
written off by an officer who originally refused to accept my complaint. I require
that the offence report be fully investigated and the independent witnesses
interviewed. This statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and
belief, etc.

Mr Harshaw took considerable efforts to discover why this should have occurred. As he
had attended several of those rallies in his capacity as a provider of marquees for such
events, he was allegedly told by one of his colleagues - and I do not have this information
with me or proof of it - that, "Don't you know that there are officers who work after
hours for the security company?" This is what I am concerned about. In this business,
the operators are often very close to the Police Force in that many policemen are in that
business. It is very important that there is a committee beyond the licensing officer
which can consider complaints or objections to decisions taken by the licensing officers
and, in some cases, to investigate why decisions are made. Quite frankly, a number of
officers have left the Police Force under a cloud and they are presently working in
security related industries. We need -very close scrutiny of who is doing this kind of
work.
I would like to see provisions in the Bill like those described by Hon Tom Helm.
According to clause 43 of the Bill, a licence can be issued only to a natural person who
may hold an agent's licence on behalf of someone else. Someone may be a front person
or a dummy agent and that person may hold the licence on behalf of other persons or
organisations. That would be a matter of great concern to me. There are other things that
I do not want to say now as I have little proof. However, they give me cause for concern
that all is not well within the industry today. The provisions about holding a licence
should be tightened so that only licensed people can carry out the business. It should not
apply to someone holding a licence on behalf of another organisation or body corporate.
I hope that the Government will consider my concerns and I seek the leave of the House
to table the documents that I have described so that they may be scrutinised.
Leave granted. [See paper No 574.1
HON P.R. LIGHTFOOT (North Metropolitan) [8.08 pm]: In supporting the Bill, I
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would like to make a few comments about the Bill's long gestation period, not under this
Governent, but under the previous Administration.
Hon Tom Stephens: How long have you been in government?
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: If I can get into my speech, I recall that the Burke Government
used inquiry agents. I do not intend to dwell on that, but it used inquiry agents who were
questionable. I will qualify that point in a moment. However, at the same time it
established a committee made up of a joint task force comprising representatives of the
then Ministry for Police, the Police Department and industry to consider the issue of
licences to control crowds or to control people who control crowds. Little came of that
for three years. Eventually, some innocuous amendments to the Act were presented to
the Parliament. However, this Government has adopted what I consider a very
reasonable attitude to crowd control. It gives me no joy to say that we live in dangerous
times, nor to see policemen with revolvers strapped to their legs. That in itself is a clear
manifestation of the violent times in which we live. Having said that, we reach the
conclusion that we need crowd control and that people cannot police themselves. I do
not subscribe to the views of the previous speaker that police officers should not form
part of these crowd controllers; in fact, I have the opposite view that properly utilised,
police in their off duty times -
Hon J.A. Scott: I did not say that. I1 said in charge of the licensing section under the Bill.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I accept that interjection by Hon Jim Scott. Police in their off
duty hours and during their sabbaticals could play a very important part in crowd control.
They are trained and have a manner which exudes authority. The burgeoning night time
industry in particular, but not exclusively, has spawned people such as John Kizon and
Raimond Fazio. That is the problem when people such as Kizon, who has been charged
with the most serious crimes, control the people who control the crowds. When the
Rolling Stones were in Perth, Kizon was looked to for crowd control.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: With Derrick's royal comm ission, there will be plenty of police
officers who may well be in the same position.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: Hon Alannali MacTiernan uses an interjection, which is not
strictly covered by parliamentary privilege, to further denigrate the Police Force. It is not
proper or fair, and I am surprised that she uses such a tactic by interjection to denigrate
the police.
The PRESIDENT: Order! It will be all fixed up if everybody stops interjecting and no
offence will be caused.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: Your side of the House -
The PRESIDENT: Order! I just told members to stop inteijecting.
Hon P.R LIGHTFOOT: There is something wrong with her inner ear-, she is unbalanced.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The same applies to Hon Ross Lightfoot. He must talk to the
Bill.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: During the years of the Burke Government, he meticulously
and assiduously used that industry to investigate me over some months. I am pleased to
say that, in one of the volumes of the report of the royal commission inquiring into WA
Inc, there is one prominent page which leaps out at me - and it is becoming a well
thumbed page - because it was reported that Smith, the investigating agent, said to
Premier Burke that there was no joy with Lightfoot.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: Was that Wayde Smith?
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: No, it was not.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Alannah MacTiernan is getting dangerously close to
committing an offence that may result in her having an early night.
Hon P.R LIGHTFOOT: The answer to that interjection is an unequivocal no, it was not.
Hon Alannah MacTiernan knows very well the Smith to whom I refer. In fact, as a close
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Labor Party associate, he went to gaol for his activities. That is the problem. If the
previous Government had introduced legislation when it formed that task force someyears ago, perhaps these Neanderthal, knuckle-walkdig people such as Kizon and Faziowould not be in charge of the crowd control people. This man is sought by people who
anticipate crowds, to control those crowds. That is one thing this Bill will cover.
The other areas of the Bill are not as important to me as that relating to crowd control
agents to be appointed, but I return to the comment of Hon Jim Scott in respect of thePolice Force. Whoever is licensed - I note what Hon Jim Scott said and it was a major
contribution in his otherwise read speech - there should be a committee to consider
complaints. Perhaps the Minister will consider that, or perhaps that part of the Bill whichrefers to the establishment of a committee could be expanded. While people such as
Kizon and Fazio - I have made sure my car is under a light so I can safely walk out to ittonight - are prominent in crowd control, something other than the licensing method may
be needed to establish why these people should not be issued with licences.
With those few words, I support the Bill and commend the Government on its initiative
in establishing something the Labor Party had 10 years to do. During that time it talked
about it, but id nothing. Those members who spoke before Hon Jim Scott on the onehand said they supported the Bill, but then said they proposed to introduce amendments
at the Committee stage that could inundate the crux of the Bill or those fundamental
connecting clauses. I am not sure whether those members are just saying they will
support the Bill but will, in effect, not support it. However, I support the Bill without
equivocation.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Muriel Patterson.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
BILL

Assembly's Message
Message from the Assembly received and read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

HIRE-PURCHASE AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [8.19 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill is submitted as a consequential amendment to the State Supply Commission
Bill. By way of background, the Report of the Independent Commission on Public
Sector Finances - the McCarrey report - recommended that the Government investigate
the external financing of government vehicles in order to transfer the risks of ownership
to the private sector. Based on the McCarrey report and Treasury advice, theGovernment has called tenders to appoint a private sector financier to buy out theexisting passenger and light commercial fleet and to lease that fleet and future
requirements to government under a fully maintained operating lease. In January 1995,
the commission conditionally accepted a proposal from an external financier which Will
result in the funding of the passenger and light commercial fleet at rates significantly
below the Western Australian Treasury Corporation benchmark rate.
Under the proposed structure, the lessor of the vehicles will acquire title to the ve 'hicles
under a hire-purchase agreement. However, the Hire-Purchase Act imposes significant
obligations on the parties to a hire-purchase agreement. The compliance requirements of
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the Act were established to deal primarily with consumer transactions for single items or
small groups of items. They were not developed with large commercial transactions, of
the nature of that proposed, in mind. The financier advises that the application of the
Hirm-Purchase Act to the transaction will render it administratively unworkable. Advice
obtained from the Ministry of Fair Trading confirms this view. Accordingly, an
exemption power is required, modelled on section 19 of the Credit Act, to allow the
responsible Minister to exempt a transaction or a class of transactions and the relevant
parties from compliance with the Hire-Purchase Act. By this means it would be possible
to obtain an exemption for the purposes of this proposal only, leaving the controls
imposed by the Act in place and operative for all other hire-purchase transactions. The
Act's existing consumer protection function would not be displaced.
The Government is conscious of its responsibilities to manage the financial affairs of the
State in a better way and this initiative fits into the mandate given to this Government by
the community. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

STATE SUPPLY COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the'Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [8.22 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to broaden the State Supply Commission's powers and
functions to enable the Government to pursue its public sector management reform
program. This program is producing significant economic benefits to the State through
exposing the public sector to competitive forces. The Bill enables the commission to
enter into sale, lease, or hire arrangements with public authorities and provides the
capacity for the Government to enter into a sale/lease back arrangement for the
government motor vehicle fleet.
Based on the report -of the Independent Commission on Public Sector Finances - the
McCarrey report - the Government has adopted a clear policy focus to establish the core
activities of government and to expose those activities considered to be non-core to
private sector competition. .Consistent with this approach, and based on the
recommendations of the McCarrey report and Treasury advice, the Government has
investigated the external financing of the fleet to transfer the risk of ownership to the
private sector. Tenders were. called in late 1994 for this purpose. In January 1995, the
commission conditionally accepted a proposal from an external financier which will
result in the funding of the passenger and light commercial fleet at rates significantly
below the Western Australian Treasury Corporation benchmark rate. This cheaper
funding is primarily attainable due to the treatment of depreciation for commonwealth
income tax purposes. One of the conditions of appointment is the achievement of a
favourable ruling from the Australian Taxation Office.
The approach taken by the Western Australian Government has already been adopted by
the New South Wales Government and the Sydney Water Board, and is also being
followed by the Commonwealth Government as announced in the 1995-96 federal
Budget. Further, the Victorian and South Australian Governments are considering a
similar course of action.
For Western Australia, this initiative will help to enable the Government to achieve its
mandate of better management, as external funding is coupled with the outsourcing of the
management of the fleet. Six external fleet management companies have been appointed
through a series of tenders to manage the fleet and to use funds provided by the financier
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to present fully maintained motor vehicles to each agency under a "seamless" operating
lease arrangement. Significant savings are offered to the State through the provision of
these services by creating growth in the private sector rather than the public sector,
transferrng risk to the private .sector and achieving savings in cost through cheaper
funding and more rigorous analysis within the public sector of the number of motor
vehicles required, the selection of vehicle types based on life cycle costing practices,
more timely replacement and more accurate and appropriate reporting to government.
The commission, with its existing legislative mandate to arrange for and coordinate the
supply of goods and services across the public sector, is the logical and appropriate party
to enter into the lease. Further, the Government may decide to enter into similar
arrangements for its heavy commercial fleet, plant and other assets. However, the Crown
Solicitor's Office has advised that in order for the commission to assume the role of
lessee, it is necessary to amend the State Supply Commission Act to make it clear that the
commission can acquire, transfer or dispose of ownership, rights to, or other interests ingoods or services to public authorities by way of sale, lease, hire or any other means; and
enable the commission to dispose of, or arrange for the disposal of, goods in the context
of a sale/lease back arrangement. Preliminary discussions with the financier for themotor vehicle fleet have confirmed that the amendment to this Act is essential. The
Government is conscious of its responsibilities to manage the financial affairs of the State
in a better way and this initiative fits into the mandate given to this Government by the
community. The Hire-Purchase Amendment Bill is a consequential amendment to this
Bill. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

NORTH WEST GAS DEVELOPMENT (WOODSIDE) AGREEMENT
AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [8.27 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to make the provisions of the North West Gas Development
(Woodside) Agreement Amendment Act 1994 - hereinafter referred to as the 1994
amendment Act - operative from 1 January 1995.
The 1994 amendment Act was enacted to include a new supplementary agreement in the
North West Gas Development (Woodside) Agreement Act 1979, which I will hereinafter
refer to as the 1979 Act. That Act ratified an agreement between the State and a number
of other parties relating to the production of natural gas and associated products. The
agreement was contained in the schedule to the Act. A supplementary agreement which
varied the original agreement was included in the 1979 Act by an amendment to that Act
in 1985. The 1994 amendment Act contained a second supplementary agreement, which
also varied the original agreement. The second supplementary agreement inserted a new
clause 42 into the original agreement, by which the State expressly authorised contracts
for the sale of gas to be entered into by the North West Gas joint venturers on or after
1 January 1995. It had been intended that the 1994 amendment should come into
operation on its assent on 30 December 1994, prior to the contemplated date of entry into
the gas contracts on I January 1995. In this way, when those contracts were entered into,
the parties would do so with the specific authorisation of the Western Australian
Parliament.
Unfortunately, section 2 of the 1994 amendment Act provided that the Act was to come
into operation on a date fixed by proclamation, which subsequently was 4 February 1995.
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The situation thereby arose that dhe gas contracts envisaged by the 1994 amendment Act
as being entered into on. I January 1995 with Parliament's authorisation, were in fact
entered into on that date, but Parliament's authorisation did not become effective until
4 February 1995. The Bill now before the House establishes a legal position that
conforms to the intention of the parties when negotiating the 1994 amendment
agrent. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

SWAN VALLEY PLANNING BILL
Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

CARAVAN PARKS AND CAMPING GROUNDS BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from 24 August.
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [8.31 pm]: At the end of my comments on
24 August I acknowledged the important role played by caravan parks in the.
development of the State. Other speakers from both sides have recognised the important
planning role that caravan parks fulfil. People who are familiar with the development of
just one north west town, Karratha, will recognise the enormous cost that the Woodside
company and the Hamnersley Iron group would have incurred by the provision -of
permanent housing for all the people living in the vast caravan park area between the
town and the golf course. It would have vastly added to the cost of the development.
That big area that which was once devoted to caravan park accommodation is no longer
required and much of the. area has been reinstated. Had the employers been required to
provide permanent housing construction, it would now be surplus housing in Karratha.
Having mentioned the benefit of caravan parks. to the development of. towns and
industries, it is necessary that we do not overlook the fact that many people in the
metropolitan area for a number of reasons - sometimes financial, but fr-equently not -
choose to reside in a caravan park. I make the distinction between people who do so for
financial reasons and others who deliberately decide to do so for other reasons. In one
way the non-financial choice that people make to live permanently in caravan parks is the
root of the need for this amending Bill. Over the past couple of decades - I am not sure
when it started but it seems to have been apparent to me for that long - a number of
people have decided to make their homes in caravan parks. We are all aware, often when
discussing this in the context of this Bill,.that the existing legislation does not allow
permanent occupation of those premises. This Bill sets out to change that and to move
the legislation along with the times.
Caravan parks perform a very important role in the planning and housing side of
metropolitan life as well as regional and remote life. Many people choose to live in a
caravan park not because it is the only place in which they can afford to live, but because
that is where they want to live. They do not want the hassle of the upkeep of a large
block. Frequently, they are people who work in transient occupations - I know many
interstate truck drivers live in caravan parks - or on a fly-in fly-out basis in the mining
industry. They like to be flexible about their accommodation because at some stage the
employer might decide that the next place they will work will be in Queensland or Papua
New Guinea, or Turkey for that matter. These people do not want the hassle of having to
renegotiate a mortgage or to sell a home. There is an important ongoing need for caravan
park accommodation.
I suppose I first became aware of the point of view of people who choose to live in
caravan parks and that sort of village accommodation during the Helena by-election. A
number of members here were often given specific tasks by their political machine. My
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task in the Helena by-election was doorknocking in the caravan parks. I was drafted to
six caravan sites in the Helena electorate. It was a wonderful opportunity to talk to a
range of people whose way of life I was not familiar with. I learnt about a new set of
problems about which I had not heard before. One thing that struck me, particularly in
the context of the comments made in the debate on the previous Bill, was that home
security and concern for personal safety was almost never raised - it may have been
raised with me on one or two occasions - by people who live in caravan parks. It was
quite incredible that with so many other people living in caravan parks 'and passing
through all the time, these permanent caravan dwellers felt more secure than many home
owners. In fact, a number of people, particularly those who were single, middle aged and
older, mentioned that they liked living in caravan parks because they felt more secure in
that environment. That is probably diametrically opposed to what my initial thoughts
would have been. I would have thought that those people would feel less secure than
home owners. I do not know what that says about society, and I have not analye it
fully; however, it struck me as passing strange. Perhaps it is about the need for humans
to live in a village environment as opposed to facing the rat-race problems that emerge
from being members of a population in a big city. A caravan park is like a community
village in which people feel safer and more comfortable.
To come back to the Bill: A number of people raised specific problems many of which
are taken care of in this Bill, which I very much appreciate. One of the things which
apparently is not addressed in the Bill, but may well be in the regulations, is the lot sizes
for the permanent homes. Both the Minister and Hon Bruce Donaldson are nodding their
agreement Perhaps the Minister may mention this in his response. From their nods of
affirmation, 'I feel it will be addressed in the regulations. It is very important that an
adequate lot size be defined as well as one or two other minimum standards, such as
drainage. I guess that is probably also covered by health regulations. The definition of a
lot size seems to be important.
Security of tenure also seems to be an issue. I hope, while the Bill itself cannot solve that
problem, that the recognition that people may live on a long term basis in such areas will
lead to a commercial realisation of the security of tenure. Some people thought that was
a problem and I recognise that it was.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Is that caravan park homes?
Hon KIM CHANCE: Yes, in the park homes particularly. Concerns were raised with
respect to caravan dwellers, but they were different in terms of tenure and their concerns
cannot be dealt with by legislation. Certainly, it seems to me that the park home
residents had a point. I hope the new legislation will find a way through that for them. I
believe it can and will.
Hon Graham Edwards made a -point that may have confused members a little when he
made his contribution. He said that it was good to see the work of the member for Vasse
and Hon Bruce Donaldson recognised. He said that there had been an omission and that I
should have been mentioned. A few members would have been confused because they
know I played no role in the construction of this legislation. It is important that I tell the
House why Hon Graham Edwards mentioned my name in that context. It goes back to
1992, when the member was Minister for Sport and Recreation. Either because of the
absence of another Minister or for some other reason he had an interest in the then
Government's legislation, which was at quite an advanced stage at that time. In fact, we
believed the legislation was shortly to be introduced into the Parliament. He asked me to
represent him at a convention of the Western Australian Caravan Park Association,
which was to be held on a beautiful Saturday or Sunday at Northam. As I was travelling
home and it was on my way, I was more than happy to accede to his request.
In due course, a speech arrived from the Ministry of Sport and Recreation. It was alovely day and everyone was having a good time. First, the Mayor of Northam spoke and
then I got up quite happily with a fairly bulky speech and proceeded to deliver it. It was
pretty boring and I did not un derstand much of -it. The crowd comprised about 400 or
450 people. At one stage everyone started jumping up and down, clapping and cheering.
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I was not very sure what I had said but, given the reaction, I read it again. Everyone
made happy sounds. I finished the speech and the rest was just as boring and in keeping
with what I thought of the whole speech. When the official festivities had concluded we
all went to have a beer and bickies. A former member of the Western Australian
Parliament, Jack Skidmore, approached me. He was also a member of the WA Caravan
Park Association. He said, "Kim, you concerned me with part of that speech relating to
the exclusion zone around caravan parks being abolished in the Bill." I said, "Is that
what had everyone Jumping up and down, shouting, clapping and cheering?". He said,
"Are you certain about that?" I said, "I'm not Certain about anything at all. I'm here to
read the speech; I have no responsibility for it." He said, "I don't think it is true because I
have had someone in Parliament watching to see if this is going to happen. You have
actually said that it has happened - not that it will be included in the draft Bill." I said,
"As soon as I get home I will call Graham Edwards and find out." I called Hon Graham
Edwards on Saturday night and told him what had happened. There was a deep intake of
breath. He said that it was not his fault either. He gave me a name and number to call at
the Ministry of Sport and Recreation. I had to wait until Monday to make that call and
when I did there was shock and horror everywhere because what I read out was quite
incorrect. I told those concerned that it was their job to go back to Jack Skidmore and the
others to tell them. That was why Hon Graham Edwards acknowledged my crucial role
in the formulation of the legislation, even though I said that much of what I read, apart
from the part that made everyone happy, is part of the Bill and in the second reading
speech. I had a sense of deja vu because I remember when I read it at that function.

I am delighted that we have as a Parliament finally been able to deliver this Bill to those
thousands of people in Western Australia who are part of this industry - either as
constructors, operators of parks and camping grounds, or, more importantly, those people
who live in them on a permanent or temporary basis. I regret that it has taken quite so
long to deliver what was first called for some 16 years ago. I do not know why that
occurred, but it has occurred and I am pleased that we are finally able to end that stage of
the legislation tonight.
HON B.K. DONALDSON (Agricultural) [8.49 pml: 1, too, add my support to this Bill.
One can look back over many years and see the frustration of caravan park owners, the
consumers and local government about the fact that this has not proceeded at a quicker
pace. To be fair, in 1987 the previous Government set up the Caravan Industry
Development Strategy Working Group. In 1989 the strategy group released its
comments, having received about 800 submissions. Between 1990 and 1992 a committee
was set up to look at and review the regulations that would go with the legislation. The
existing regulations comprised a massive document and had been looked at by the
working group. We were then set a task to modify them, streamline them and make them
a bit more user friendly. That was quite a boring job in many ways as some of the
information was technical and detailed. We managed to visit a number of caravan parks
in the metropolitan area and some in the country to get a feel for the situation, to talk to
the people involved and to try to come up with a suitable set of regulations that would
meet industry needs.
Hon Kim Chance mentioned Jack Skidmore. I can assure everybody in this House th at
he was a most volatile and very strong advocate of the caravan users. He put his points
very forcefully. He wanted to scrap the 16 kilometres exclusion zone around the existing
caravan parks. It camne to a close vote and we decided to retain that zone. I was a local
government representative on that committee, although I had a number of working
groups. Councillor Graham Greenaway from the City of Geraldton was the other
member for the first 12 months. Mr Steven Tweedie, at present in the Minister's office,
when he was an officer of the WA Municipal Association, took his place. We had a
number of local government authorities which wanted to see the 16 kilometre exclusion
zone retained and a few which wanted to see it scrapped. Mr Skidmore argued strongly
to have it scrapped.
During that time, as Hon Kim Chance mentioned, caravan parks made a huge
contribution to our development. He mentioned the north west, but at many other sites
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around Western Australia caravan parks made it possible for many in the work force to
be maintained during the construction phase. There was no permanency. in some of the
north west caravan parks, where people who were part of the construction phase lived for
two or three years, they were breaking the law of no permanency. When the Woodman
Point park home was established it advertised for people to register their interest and to
go there on a permanent basis; in fact, it was illegal. People realised there needed to be
some expediency in. trying to get this legislation up and running. The previous
Government was looking at it in 1990. That is why Cabinet set up a review of the
regulations to get this legislation into Parliament. During that period in 1992 it did not
get the priority it needed in Cabinet. I am sure the previous Minister, to give him credit,
would have liked his Government to have made sure that this piece of legislation was
passed. A number of councillors and caravan park owners had seen and understood the
review of the regulations, and had moved into that phase in anticipation of a Bill passing
through the House and being proclaimed by early 1993 at the latest. That did not happen.
Many people are still operating on the basis of some of the so-called new regulations,
which in many cases have heightened the safety standards and general wellbeing of
people in caravans parks. I guess an eye is sometimes being closed to the fact that some
of the regulations are already in operation, if I may put it that way.
I was pleased when the coalition Government gave an undertaking that it would proceed
with this Bill. I am sure all of us who were involved some years ago, especially those
who use caravan parks, are delighted that at long last this is to come to fruition. After
that long period of time I hope we have it right. The regulations will tell the story. As a
result of comprehensive consultation I believe further refinement has taken place in one
area. I realise that when the Bill becomes an Act and the regulations are put into place,
there will be a transitional period. Any alterations or improvements in the existing
regulations will trigger off the need to operate under the new regulations.
Another aspect that came into play during that period of time was the advent of park
homes and those mobile-type homes which were put into caravan parks. The standards
were unknown, but there were. some minimum standards. We tried to come up with a
reasonable compromise on the type of home that could be established, taking into
account the necessary standards for fire prevention and safe electricity and gas use. We
tried to come up with standards for all caravans or mobile park homes so that they would
not have to undergo scrutiny one by one. .The manufacturers were visited and told,
"These are the sort of standards that will probably apply. We would like you to start
applying them." Therefore, there was some degree of safety in those park homes being
established.
There was some criticism over the years, and probably rightly so. Local government was
accused of having double standards - one standard for a non-owner operated park as in
the case of the council and another stricter standard for private operators. We picked up
a couple of instances of large parks, which were well known in the industry, being the
subject of the criticism of some caravanners. I was pleased to participate in some of the
debate with those councillors and I asked them to lift their game. In both cases the
environmental health officers were sent out quick smart. One council spent quite a deal
of money bringing its caravan park up to the standard it was imposing on the privately
operated parks.
During that time alternative caravan parks. were investigated, including the more bush-
type arrangements and CALM parks which do not come under this Bill. They are
exempt, but I hope they will comply with the minimum standards. In some cases where
there is water deficiency, for argument's sake, they might not have appropriate ablution
facilities. A number of issues came into play during that time. We looked at the
licensing of caravan parks. It was suggested that each bay site, whether it be a
permanent, long term, short term or camping site, have a fee structure. The fee was to be
collected. Local government would also have to pay for its sites. It would hold 25 or30 per cent back and the other 70 per cent would be sent to the Government for the
proposed caravan advisory board. I was pleased to see that scrapped. Although we had
spent some months convincing the large caravan park owners that it was a fair and

7661



equitable arrangemnent, I do not think that in hindsight any of us would have wished to
see it happen. I was concerned at the time about another bureaucracy being formed. The
people best placed to administer licensing are in local government. I have a very healthy
respect for environmental health officers and the professional way in which they carry
out their duties. Their industry has moved along at a great pace and many of its people
are well qualified in most areas.
I am pleased to see more detailed regulations in this Bill under clause 28; they take up
three full pages. That clause improves on what Hon Tom Helm has complained about
many times concerning lack of detail in legislation on the reasons for promulgating
regulations. The nature of the industry makes it necessary to spell out the regulations in
the Bill to make clearer exactly what are the regulations and what they pertain to. I anm
very pleased that the caravan parks and camping grounds advisory committee will be
established. It appears that it will include a good cross-representation of most people
involved in the industry, including local government. I think it will set some standards
and regulations and will ensure they are imposed. As I said earlier, local government
will not be exempt from that. If it does not comply with the standards imposed on private
operators, the Minister will have the power to ensure that compliance takes place. I am
sure the advisory committee will be able to keep the Minister well briefed on what
happens within the industry. The committee will also be an avenue for consultation with
consumers, who are important. Mr Skidmore was always concerned about the
caravanners arriving at a town to find the caravan park was closed because of permanent
residencies. I hope that further down the track licensing will ensure that accommodation
is available for the interim tourists moving through areas. The State is promoting tourism
and it is beholden on the authorities to ensure we do not lock away caravan parks from
people passing through areas.
The other issue is the rental of on-site vans. Frankly, I would not have stayed in some I
saw during the review. The Minister said in the second reading speech of the Bill that
inspections will take place. High standards should 'apply to on-site rental vans. People
become cheesed off if they are shown an on-site rental van in which one would not want
to put one's dog. The Bill will legitimnise what has, to some extent, already taken place.
It will certainly legitimise the permanency of people's staying within caravan parks. The
review of the regulations - reported in a comprehensive document - thoroughly examined
each regulation. I am pleased to hear the Bill has been further streamlined. It sets the
tone for something that has been long awaited. A review in five years will probably
highlight any shortcomings in the operations of this Bill. The detailed regulations augur
well for the success of this legislation'. We are moving towards the year 2000 and this
will go a long way towards satisfying the people who have waited for it for 16 years.
Since 1987 a concerted effort has been made to bring about this legislation. The local
government Bill has been around for only about eight years; therefore it is reasonable that
the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Bill has been introduced before amendments to
the Local Government Act. I add my support to the Bill and I know it will benefit the
State in the long term.
HON MURRAY MONTGOMERY (South West) [9.05 pm]: In supporting this Bill I
will relate my first introduction to park homes. I am sure many people will remember the
tramns that ran up and down the streets of Perth. As they were withdrawn from service
they ended up in a number of caravan parks around the State as permanent park homes. I
am sure I am not the only person who remembers taking summer holidays in one of those
trains. We always tried to get the best tram, not the one that was well ventilated because
the windows did not quite close! Since then caravan parks and caravans have changed
with the times. Rather than people just driving around from town to town, they tow
caravans around the countryside.
As I travelled around the State living in caravans, particularly before coming to this
place, I was interested in the way caravan parks catered to tourists and continued to
update and modernise their establishments. Unfortunately, the Acts that govern caravan
parks and camping grounds have not kept up with the times. On arriving at this place I
first became aware of moves - obviously they were in the making before I came here - to
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change the laws to keep up with modem trends and allow people to live as permanent
residents in caravan parks. .This Bill goes 'a long way towards setting standards and
ensuring that park owners are protected and that people's legitimate complaints are
heard.
I have a couple of concerns particularly from people whom I represent in the rural areas.
Clause 25, to which Hon Bruce Donaldson referred in his address, establishes the caravan
parks and camping grounds advisory committee. I seek assurance from the Minister that
membership of the advisory committee of caravan park owners and the Western
Australian Municipal Association will include at least some country representation.
Many local authorities, particularly those in rural areas, own caravan parks. It has been
put to me that it was probably an omission or that no thought had been given to the
wording of that clause. I am sure the Minister will be able to give the assurance I am
seeking. The caravan park owners and others involved in the industry, including the
tourists, will benefit from this legislation. Therefore, I support the Bill.
HON TOM HELM (Mining and Pastoral) [9.11 pm]: I support the Bill, not as a
prospective tourist, but as an ex-caravan dweller. I worked in the north west in the 1980s
and if my family and I had not lived in a caravan, I probably would have lived in a tent
like people did in the 1970s. In those days I did not feel like a victim, but after listening
to my comrades speak to this Bill I feel like a victim. I was charged top dollar for an on-
site caravan which was in very poor condition at what was the first caravan park in
Karratha. I was working permanent night shift and my son and ex-wife had to fend for
themselves. They often told me about the large cockroaches that a person could saddle
up, the electrical cords between the caravans, the six foot gap between caravans and the
horror they felt when they thought about a fire in the caravan park. If there had been a
fire, most of the residents would now be dead because the caravans were parked very
close to one another and many of the caravans, including the one we lived in, were very
old.
After I delivered my maiden speech in this place in 1986 Hon John Williams raised a
matter dealing with either the caravan parks Act or regulations which had been raised by
the caravan park owners association. While the plea from local authorities about
maintaining or improving the standard of caravan parks had been heard by the then Labor
Government, the caravan park owners association - the non-local authority owners - was
saying that the 12 foot gap between caravans was far too great and the idea was to fit as
many caravans as possible in the space available.
What I like about this Bill is* that provision is made within it to treat the north west
differently from other areas in this State. The reason for this Bill is to give local
government or non-local government caravan park owners and users - tourists or
permanent workers like I was - some security and to implement uniform standards so that
the lives of not only adults, but also children are not at stake. Families invest in caravans
to either tow around the north west or use as their permanent home, and if they lose it,
they lose their entire investment.
It is understandable that this legislation has taken a long time to be presented to the
Parliament because there are a lot of conflicting interests in the caravan industry. It was
a very difficult exercise to accommodate the requirements of all the disparate groups.
However, this Bill goes a long way towards doing that. I have a couple of concerns about
the Bill. I agree with the Chairman of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated
Legislation that the clause dealing with the regulatory requirements is comprehensive and
that the Parliamentary Counsel should be congratulated on the way it has been drafted.
There is no doubt in my mind that the situation which previously existed should not be
allowed to continue. The different standard which applied to local government owned
caravan parks as opposed to those owned by private enterprise should not be allowed to
continue. As a former member of the Roebourne Shire Council, I know about the
problems of regulating caravan parks. I recall that when a new park came on stream at
Karratha after Woodside Offshore Petroleum Pty Ltd was established we had the devil's
own job to make sure that the required number of caravan spaces for tourists was
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maintained. In addition, we had to make sure that the Woodside contractors had
sufficient caravan space. At the same time, we were confronted with the problems
associated with the building of the Pearson's Cove construction camp. Many of the
people working on that site were being accommodated at that camp. We also had to take
int account the problems associated with caravans being parked in the light industrial
area. Ostensibly they were occupied by caretakers who looked after the yards occupied
by various businesses. It highlighted the difficulties one had in attracting people to work
in the north west, especially with the high cost of living and the health and safety
standards applying to children and adults. I have Frank Gower, who was the Shire Clerk
at the Shire of Roebourne, to thank for bringing to my attention the dangers in the old
legislation. All the councillors of that shire have him to thank for the benefit of his
knowledge about the managing of caravan parks which were owned by either the shire or
private enterprise. He also tried to encourage tourists to park their caravans in the
appropriate place.
I was confironted with a lot of issues because of the inadequate caravan my family and I
lived in and the services the caravan park provided. I remember that some of the
caravans had double beds while others had four single bunks to accommodate four adults
and one child and were without air-conditioning. Members can imagine what it would
have been like without air-conditioning in the Pilbara. I admit that some caravans did
have flash air-conditioners. The people who lived and stayed at caravan parks in the
1980s were a unique group of people. There were not as many then as there are now.
This Bill will ensure that the tourists have safer caravan holidays and that the standards
one expects in the 1990s will apply.
I note the amendments on the Supplementary Notice Paper and I refer to the clause 28,
which deals with regulations. It includes a comprehensive set of regulations and explains
the reason they should be promoted. However, the first regulation is a Henry VII
regulation because it will let people do anything they like in pursuit of the legislation. I
do not know if anyone could think of another regulation when, as Hon Bruce Donaldson
pointed out, we already have two pages of reasons for regulations to be published. This
provision is a catch-all. It is a shame that it is included in this Bill when so many reasons
for regulations are set out already.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I missed the point that you made about clause 28.
Hon TOM HELM: I was referring to clause 28(1) which reads -

The Governor may make regulations prescribing all matters that are required or
permitted by this Act to be prescribed, or are necessary or convenient to be
prescribed for giving effect to the purposes of this Act.

In other words, the Governor in Council can make a regulation, just in case he has
forgotten something. That is lazy. It is a shame for this provision to be included because
we already have an indication of the reasons for regulations. Subclause (2) lists the
purposes of various regulations. I find that provision offensive, as I expect the Delegated
Legislation Committee will find it. I see no meason for that provision. If a circumstance
is not addressed, it can be fixed by way of an amendment to the Act. We have time to do
that. We have waited a long time for this important legislation, and it should be looked at
carefully.
I refer the Minister again to paragraph (f) of clause 28, which reads -

provide that the licence holder of a facility may give reasonable directions to any
person in the facility regarding any motor vehicle or animal that the person has
apparent control over and require that person to obey such directions;

I have a problem with the word "apparent". A person may be asked to do something, but
that person may have no connection with the situation. Can the Minister indicate the
source of that provision? I am aware of no other Bill that has the ability to give a specific
order to someone who has apparent control over something. I congratulate the
Government for bringing forward this Bill. I congratulate Hon Bruce Donaldson and his
team, the WA Municipal Association, the Local Government Association, and the
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Country Shire Councils Association for their input to this legislation. Perhaps the
committee was too big at times, but that was necessary to get a consensus.
Hon Doug Wean explained that in the north west people can place a caravan on a
concrete pad and lash it down with ring bolts and wire over the top. .However, local
authorities ask caravan park dwellers to go to cyclone proof buildings when a cyclone is
imminent. I do not know if by-laws can force people to do that but usually when a
cyclone is imminent a substantial building is provided to shelter people who live in
caravan parks. Roebourne Shire and the Town of Port Hedland will not allow
transportable or temporary buildings within the shire boundaries. This is not because
those bodies oppose that type of building but because of the dangers faced by people
living in such buildings. I hope those provisions remain in force, and that the
commonsense that has prevailed so far in the construction industry in the north west
continues. I hope also that shires do not change their minds about transportable
buildings; that buildings of a substantial nature are built within such shire boundaries,
and that the shires will welcome this Bill with the amendments I mentioned. I support
the Bill.
HON EJ. CHARLTON (Agricultural - Minister for Transport) [9.25. pm]: I thank
members for their support for this long-awaited legislation. A great deal of comment has
been made regarding the various changes that this Bill brings to Parliament. Members
would not want me to dwell too much on all the comments made but I will address some
of them, and run through a number of the comments made by Hon Doug Wenn on behalf
of the Opposition. He asked who will approve the exemptions. I understand that the
Minister will have that responsibility. He also asked who will educate the people who
travel around the State in a caravan. He referred to caravans being parked on the side of
the road. Obviously the regulations will not allow people in caravans to set up camp on
the side of the road. People may be encouraged to park for a while, but they cannot camp
on the side of the road.
Fees on appeal are covered by clause 28 which deals with regulations. Hon Doug Wenn
also mentioned his concern about the manager's residence being on the site or nearby.
The provision does not state that the residence must be contained within the caravan park
area. The close proximity of the residence will cover the situation. Hon Doug Wenn said
that the provision was too broad, but it is difficult to specify that the residence must be
within a certain proximity of the caravan park. In this case, commonsense will prevail.
The provision will enable the manager to have control of the park, and to reach the park
quickly to respond to any situation. The member may ask what is the appropriate time,
and I can only say that it will be a time that enables the manager to be in control. The
Bill provides an opportunity for the manager of the caravan park, or those in control of
the park, to specify the hours of business for the administration of the park, as is the case
in any other business. The hours will be determined by the time of the year, the clientele,
and the needs of the travelling public and the permanent residents. The local government
authority or the caravan park manager will serve notices on occupants of the park. There
will be no charge for inspections, because they will be covered by the licence fee.
The composition of the advisory committee is identified in the Bill. I cannot recall the
clause. The departmental representation will involve people in the industry such as the
Tourism Commission and so on. That provision will contain the overall interest of the
government department. The standards for caravan parks are set on the advice of the
advisory committee. All appeals will be dealt with according to the regulations. As has
been pointed out, we have not seen those regulations. The regulations will be made after
this Bill is passed. They will lay on the Table of the House, and members will be able to
respond accordingly. Hon Graham Edwards made a number of points about the
Minister's requiring local government compliance, and how local government can
appeal. Local government can appeal to the Minister, who then takes advice from the
advisory committee.
Hon Graham Edwards: Does the Minister take advice from that advisory committee in
the first place, or does the Minister go back to the committee only in the event of an
appeal? What is the involvement of this committee in the appeal process?
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Hon E.J. CHARLTON: The Minister will take advice from the committee in the first
place. I will deal with that clause during Committer, and we can develop that further.
Hon Graham Edwards mentioned the involvement of the police in the powers of entry. It
is not the intent of the legislation to provide for police involvement. However, depending
on the situation, there may be a need to call upon the police to assist - just as there might
be in any other situation. It is not envisaged die police will be part of this process unless
there is a particularly violent situation.
Hon Graham Edwards: My point related to the administration or the enforcement of the
Act.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: It is not intended that the police be involved in that way.
Hon Graham Edwards referred to conditions on sites such as Hamelin Bay. The
regulations will provide for the control of caravan parks that are owned by local
government authorities or privately owned. They will not apply to those parks on Crown
land under the control of the Department of Conservation and Land Management.
However, it is envisaged that CALM will pick up on this legislation at some future date.
It remains to be seen where that will lead with the rules and regulations.
Hon Kim Chance commented on the regulations imposed on local government about
maintenance enforcement, and about strata ftdes. 'Land set aside for a caravan park
cannot be strata titled. In 1990 the previous Government put in place a moratorium on
such provisions and this has been carried over into this Bill. Hon Kim Chance talked
about the security which caravan parks provide people. More and more people choose to
live in caravan parks because they are well lit and fenced. They employ caretakers and
the residents form a community. Caravan park owners and operators have demonstrated
to me that a particular culture exists in these caravan parks. Hon Kim Chance also
mentioned tenure of occupation. That is by agreement between the occupier and the
owner of the caravan park. That is also picked up by the Residential Tenancies Act.
Hon Bruce Donaldson spoke about his involvement in the background to these legislative
changes. Obviously the development of this legislation was an interesting time. He
acknowledged the work that was done prior to this Government's coming to office in
1993. He referred to the manufacture and specifications of park homes that were
incorporated at that time. Hon Bruce Donaldson spoke about the composition of the
advisory committee, and that has been widely accepted by the industry.
Hon Tom Helm told members of his experience in caravan parks. Certainly they are now
vastly different operations from those in the early days of the development of Karratha.
The population explosion in Karratha had to be seen to be believed. Although the
conditions might not have been too good, it was a pioneering town. In any new
development people will find that they do not have all the modem conveniences, and not
everything is laid on for them. Hon Tom Helm also mentioned the provision for
regulations contained in clause 28. Most laws and legislation must include a component
for regulations, so the legislation does not fall apart. We must provide for certain
contingencies by regulation. If it is a major issue, naturally an amendment to the
legislation will be made to facilitate the long term situation.
Hon Tom Helm also referred to clause 28(f) which provides that the licence holder may
give reasonable directions to any person in the facility regarding any motor vehicle or
animal that the person has apparent control over. He was concerned at the implication of
the word "apparent". For example, if people living in a caravan experienced a problem
with a noisy vehicle, the operator of the caravan park would not know who was the
owner of that vehicle. However, if he knew that a person had apparent control of the
vehicle he would call upon him to ensure that it was driven either according to the rules
or within the noise level requirements. That is also the case with an animal. If a dog in a
caravan park were barking or acting against the law, the operator would direct the person
who had apparent control of the dog. If ownership must be specifically determined, the
majority of residents in the caravan park will be disadvantaged by the actions of the
minority.
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I understand the Minister will ensure that the point raised by Hon Murray Montgomery
on the issue of representation is considered. A number of amendments have been
proposed as a consequence of comments that have been made by members. All of them
are consequential to the Bill and will provide continuity and consistency. Amendments
proposed for clauses 7, 11, 12 and 21 deal with appeals to the Minister. An amendment
proposed to clause 28 will deal with local government prohibition notices which are set
out in clause 10. Those are machinery amendments, which have been proposed in order
to make the Bill more specific than it is at present. The Government appreciates the
support of the Opposition and the comments made by government members; everyone
has acknowledged that the Bill has been a long time coming.
The caravan industry is a substantial component of Australia's way of life. Many people
travel by road these days, and many people live in caravan parks. Recently in winter
when a lot of people travel north, the caravan parks in the Kimberley were overflowing.
I know the caravan parks in Broome were overflowing to the point where caravans were
on the edge of the airport facility because there was nowhere else in town to put them.
One is pretty close to the airport no matter where one stays in Broome; I often wonder
whether a plane is coming into my motel room.
I do not think we have scratched the surface in regard to the potential in Western
Australia, so there is a great future for caravan parks around the State. We will now have
some continuity and consistency in caravan park operations, particularly in regard to park
homes, which are a cheap way of providing high quality accommodation for those people
who choose to live in that situation. I thank members for their support and commend the
Bill to the House.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Hon Barry House) in the Chair, Hon E.J. Charlton
(Minister for Transport) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1: Short title -
Hon KIM CHANCE: I have had a look at the six amendments the Government has
proposed, which deal mainly with appeals to the Minister and the status of caravan park
tenants while a caravan park is subject to a prohibition notice. The Opposition is pleased
to support all those amendments, some of which may have arisen from matters raised by
Hon Doug Wenn.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I mentioned that.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I am sorry; I missed some of the Minister's response while I was
away on other business.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to 6 put and passed.
Clause 7: Application for the grant or renewal of a licence -

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I move -
Page 7, after line 27 - To insert the following -

(8) Notice of a decision under this section is to state that the applicant or
licence holder is entitled to appeal to the Minister.

The purpose of the amendment is to clarify the appeal procedure.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 10 put and passed.
Clause 11: Effect of prohibition notice -
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Hon EJ. CHARLTON: I move -

Page 10, lines 5 and 6 - To delete paragraph (b) and substitute the following -

(b) collect from existing occupiers any rents, hirings or other similar
charges that fall due during the period that the prohibition notice is
in force,

until after the prohibition notice ceases to be in force.
Page 10, after line 12 - To insert the following -

(3) Pending the decision of the Minister on appeal under section 27, a
prohibition notice continues to have effect.

The purpose of these amendments is to make the clause more specific.
Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 12: Cancellation of a licence -

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I move -
Page 11, after line 9 - To insert the following -

(4) Notice of a decision to cancel a licence under subsection (1) is to
state that the licence holder is entitled to appeal to the Minister.

As I indicated to Hon Kim Chance, this amendment is the result of comments made by
opposition members.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 13 to 20 put and passed.
Clause 21: Inspections and works specifications notices -

Hon EJ. CHARLTON: I move -

Page 19, after line 10 - To insert the following -

(6) A.- works specification notice and notice of a decision under
subsection (5) is to state that the licence holder is entitled to appeal to the
Minister.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 22 to 27 put and passed.
Clause 28: Regulations -

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I move -

Page 26, after line 8 - To insert the following -

(i) provide for procedures to be followed by a local government
relating to prohibition notices under section 10;

This amendment will add another dimension to those regulations.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 29 to 34 put and passed.
Schedules 1 and 2 put and passed.
Title put and passed.
Bill reported, with amendments.

7668 [COUNCIL]



[Tuesday, 5 September 1995] 76

UNLEADED PETROL REPEAL BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from 21 June.
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [9.53 pm]: This Bill is the soul of simplicity. If
clauses 1 and 2, the short title and commencement, are taken out, the Bill contains only
seven or eight words. In fact, the extent of the Bill is clause 3 which reads: "The
Unleaded Petrol Act 1984 is repealed." On the face of it the Opposition found itself
caught somewhat by surprise, not because of any action of the Government, but because
of its own tardiness in appreciating just what was involved in the Bill and thinking that it
was simply a money Bill which needed to go through, and that it would support it. It was
not until the Opposition had to make a decision on the Bill that it looked at the matters
contained in it.
The second reading speech refers to a review which was in fact a tabled paper of this
House. The Opposition's investigations began with that. I express my appreciation to
the Minister for Transport for acceding to the Opposition's request in the first week of
Parliament when we said that we needed a little time to work on the Bill. It is not
because of any lack of cooperation from the Government that the Opposition will oppose
the Bill. I express my appreciation also to the Department of Transport and the Minister
for providing a good briefing on the legislation. Our opposition is not because the officer
of the Department of Transport was not sufficiently persuasive: He did his best for the
Government! Nonetheless, for a number of specific reasons the Opposition believes it
should oppose this Bill, not as a rampart to it, but simply because it has a different
opinion from that expressed by the Government on one or two aspects that are important
and, at the least, worth debating. If the Government is not persuaded by the Opposition's
argument, not a great deal will be lost; nonetheless, things must be said and serious
matters must be raised.
Before we can deal with a Bill as short as one of seven or eight words, we need to
understand what the principal Act, the Unleaded Petrol Act, is all about. That Act had a
specific reason for its introduction. I still have not determined the origin of the
legislation, but it seems as though it was more in the form of cooperative legislation with
the Commonwealth and the other States rather than in the way we associate uniform
legislation from the meaning of that word. Virtually every, if not every, Australian State
had similar legislation. The purpose of the legislation in all cases was, first, to encourage
the use of unleaded petrol. That had a lot to do with its pricing. Second, it needed to set
some standards on the way petrol consumers related to the product; in particular, on its
description - in other words, the way in which unleaded petrol bowsers shall be marked -
and most importantly, although it seems a minor matter, the nozzle size which shall be
the required size for the dispensing of unleaded fuel.
I return to the question of pricing. Essentially, fuel prices are determined by
commonwealth law and regulation which is administered by the Prices Surveillance
Authority. However, the difference between the price regulation in the Unleaded Petrol
Act and commonwealth law is that the Prices Surveillance Authority administers the
wholesale price of fuel, whereas the Unleaded Petrol Act went to the retail price of fuel.
That is a fairly important point, although not the key point, in our opposition.
Nozzle size raises a question about the different state and commonwealth responsibilities.
The receiver of the fuel nozzle, the fuel tank, is part of the motor vehicle. Motor vehicle
standards are set under commonwealth regulations although the State has the power - I
forget the name of the Act at the moment - to legislate for that. Historically, that power
has been used in Australia from time to time.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: It is the Petroleum Products Pricing Act.
Hon KIM CHANCE: No, I was talking about vehicle design and the receiver end.
Essentially, that issue is controlled under Australian design rules and that is a key
element. However, the state law is used to lay down regulations on the size of the nozzle
on the bowser. Therefore, there were two stages of legislation.
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The review was instituted under section 22 of the parent Act and it was required to begin
as soon as possible after 1 July 1993. As a result of that, the Minister instructed the
Department of Transport to produce a review and that is the tabled paper to which I have
referred. Although I do not have a number for that tabled paper, it is the tabled paper
which bears the stamp that it was received on 28 September 1994. Essentially, it
provides the framework for the Government's argument in respect of the Bill. There are
a number of similarities between the second reading speech and the review. I believe that
the review was very well done, but it draws several conclusions which should at least be
debated.
We are debating whether to repeal the price fixing component of the principal Act. The
essence of the Unleaded Petrol Act 1984 was that, regardless of variations in the
wholesale pricing, the retail pricing of unleaded petrol may not at any time be higher than
that of leaded petrol. That would be very difficult to achieve without the legislation
which empowers commonwealth action by the Prices Surveillance Authority. In 1984,
each jurisdiction, state and federal, faced the problem that unleaded petrol was then, and
still is, very expensive to produce. An additional problem is that several refineries,
particularly in South East Asia, can from time to time for one reason or another, suddenly
produce a large quantity of leaded petrol which they need to quit.
It does not matter particularly to us what those reasons are, but the outcome is that the
fuel marketers in Western Australia, in particular the more independent marketers, can
heavily discount the price of leaded petrol. That does not necessarily occur to the same
extent with unleaded petrol. It depends on the age of the refinery and the management
and marketing. However, every now and again, there may be a large amount of leaded
petrol on the market. Without the benefit of state legislation which means that unleaded
petrol must be sold at a price no greater than leaded, given the volatility of the retail oil
market without regulation, it may be very difficult to maintain the price of unleaded
petrol below that of leaded petrol.
The Government argues that the continued existence of the 1984 Act is unnecessary. We
do not feel that it is unnecessary to the same extent as the Government. Indeed, we argue
that it is not really doing any harm to leave it there, so let us leave it there a little longer.
We are certainly not arguing that it needs to be there for all time. We will argue our
point from several directions, of which price fixing is just one although probably the
second most important direction. The Government's argument is also based on the fact
that many of the protections provided by the Unleaded Petrol Act 1984 now are no longer
necessary on the basis that market forces will dictate that many of the requirements of the
1984 Act are superseded and replaced by market forces. Basically, the argument is that
because the current dispensing system of unleaded petrol works so well and as such a
large segment of the market now is represented by ULP, there is no need to continue to
apply regulations to it.
The third factor to the Government's argument is that even if we need regulations in
some areas, and quite obviously we do in trms of regulating the lead and phosphorous
content of ULP as someone or some Act must monitor that, other legislation is a more
suitable vehicle to achieve that. I do not have a particular argument with the Government
about that, although there is some conjecture that the most obvious Act to achieve that
control, the Environmental Protection Act, should not necessarily be concerned with the
amount of lead in fuel, and that it should be concerned more with the outcome in the
sense of the pollutants than with what goes into the car. That should perhaps more
properly be a component of the Fair Trading Act.
Hon Peter Foss: Controls on the price of petrol are provided under the Petroleum
Products Pricing Act.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I was talking about pricing, but I have just switched to which
legislation should control the amount of lead and phosphorous in unleaded petrol.
Hon E.J. Charlton: That relates to Hon Peter Foss as well.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Yes. Some of my notes suggest that it should be achieved through
the Environmental Protection Act. My understanding -
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Hon E.J. Charlton: I meant that Hon Peter Foss is responsible as the Minister for Fair
Trading and as the Minister for the Environment.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I anm sorry. I understand.
Hon Peter Foss: It could be achieved under the Environmental Protection Authority, but
that is a fairly lengthy procedure. However, it could be done.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I thank the Minister for that comment. It was suggested to me
quite seriously, and I understand why that suggestion was made, that it is not an
appropriate stage for the Department of Environmental Protection to be involved.
Hon Peter Foss: The power is there.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Yes, but the Department of Environmental Protection should be
concerned about what is coming out of the exhaust and not about what is going into the
fuel tank. We have to draw the line somewhere and that is more difficult for Hon Peter
Foss as Minister for the Environment and Minister for Fair Trading.
Hon E.J. Charlton: It is very important to be sure about what goes in to determine what
comes out.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Exactly, but we will not go into that. I am inclined to the view that
the issue would be better dealt with under the Fair Trading Act. The outcome of the
argument is, "Why shift it from where it is?" The Opposition does not hold a strong view
about this. If it is decided that the issue is better dealt with under different legislation, we
would be happy to be convinced of that.
Hon Peter Foss: Associated problems are involved. There is a problem with older cars
which use leaded petrol.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: It also happens to be the case that the people who live on main
roads tend to be poorer. Their kids are more affected.
Hon KIM CHANCE: The President may want to join the debate if we keep on doing
that.
Hon Graham Edwards: We are happy to leave the matter to you two.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I take the point made on the social equity argument, to which the
Opposition is very sensitive. Although it is important, it is not all that relevant to this
debate. It is relevant to a debate in the Commonwealth Parliament because it is a matter
for the Prices Surveillance Authority rather than this Bill. Where we run into more
serious difficulties with the proposition to repeal the Act is in the loss of section 10 of the
principal Act. I am referring to the section which regulates nozzle sizes, the outcome of
which is that unleaded petrol must be provided through a nozzle size not more than
21.3 mm. Complementary part 10(b) of that section provides that leaded petrol must be
provided through a nozzle which is not less than 23.6 mm. I understand the
Government's argument is that the use and the dispensing of ULP is now so well
accepted and understood by the industry that it no longer requires regulation.
I would probably agree with that argument if all we were talking about were the mainline
oil companies. However, a number of independent oil companies occupy the industry. I
amn not suggesting that any of them is in any way irresponsible. However, conditions
exist which allow other independent companies to spring up at any time. It is quite
possible for a new independent to begin operation for one reason or another and decide to
standardise on the 21.3 mm nozzle for ease of work. If a regulation did not confine the
fuel supplier to supplying. through the large and -small size nozzle nothing could
effectively stop him from supplying all his fuel through the common size nozzle.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Do you mean all fuel with the smaller nozzle?
Hon KIM CHANCE: If this Act did not exist and there were no complementary change
in regulations to reinforce section 10 of the Act -

Hon M.D. Nixon: He would run out of friends very quickly.
Hon KIM CHANCE: That may well be. Among market forces it would obviously not be
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a popular move. However, it may be a popular move if fuel were Ilt a litre cheaper as a
result of rationalisation of operations to other than a standardised nozzle. People would
be happy to buy their fuel from the company with the smaller nozzle; most people would
not be inconvenienced by that.
Hon EJ. Charlton: They would be inconvenienced when they took the wrong fuel in
their vehicle and faced legal action as a result.
Hon KIM CHANCE: It would not necessarily mean legal action. I am glad the Minister
raised that point. One of the other parts of the legislation - I agree with the Government
that it can be adequately picked up by the Fair Trading Act - is that element of
misdescription. The Unleaded Petrol Act lays down how a bowser shall be described.
There is no reason why that cannot be more effectively done by the Ministry of Fair
Trading. However, a petrol station may have a perfectly properly labelled bowser to
indicate it contains leaded fuel, but if it has a. small nozzle people will use it to refuel an
unleaded car with leaded fuel If that sounds a bit silly, I must admit - I do not know how
many other members will be in the same position; I thank Hon Barbara Scott - in a
moment of inattention I have pulled up to a dual-use bowser, with lead on one side and
unleaded on the other, picked up the leaded nozzle while looking at the unleaded sign and
approached my car with that nozzle. I became aware of what I was doing when it was
obvious that I could not get the big nozzle into my little fuel tank.
Hon B.M. Scott: You are very explicit!
Hon KIM CHANCE: Wait until we get onto the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill!
I see you have had the same trouble, Mr President!
Hon E.J. Charlton: I think members are skiting.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I would have made the mistake of filling my car with leaded petrol
had the nozzle size been incorrect. That could happen to all of us; it has happened to me
on two occasions when I have been thinking about something else. I do not know
whether every member understands the effect of filling an unleaded car with leaded fuel.
In fact they would not notice any difference. Their car would continue to function
perfectly normally. No difference would be visible in the exhaust. On the basis of one
tank full of leaded fuel no internal damage would be done to their engine. What would
be damaged would be their catalytic converter - a very expensive and quite sensitive
emission control system on their vehicle. Their vehicle will run perfectly and visible
exhaust emissions remain unchanged, but in all likelihood it will be a much worse
polluting vehicle than an ordinary leaded fuel car. It would be a very serious matter. We
can have a little joke about it, but the fact that a number of us here would have made that
mistake were it not for the existing regulation demonstrates that at the very least, as a
matter of urgency, the Government should make sure the regulations of the Fair Trading
Act pick up, almost word for word, the requirements of section 10 of the Unleaded Petrol
Act 1984. That is the Opposition's key concern. We discussed it with' an adviser from
the Department of Transport. Following our discussions, he sent us some written notes,
from which it seems that the Government is not keen to do that. So that I am not accused
of misrepresenting the situation the notes read -

2. Explicit regulation through the Fair Trading Act of the relative sizes of LP and
ULP bowser nozzle sizes rather than relying on industry custom.

I haye spoken with a senior officer in the Department of Fair Trading who
has indicated that this could not be achieved through the Fair Trading Act.
However, there is no benefit and great disbenefit to any petrol station
seeking to dispense ULP from a large (LP) nozzle. First, if the bowser
was marked as dispensing LJLP but had a large nozzle, ULP vehicles could
not use it and sales of ULP would be lost.

I have no argument with that.
Second, if the bowser was not indicated as dispensing ULP but was doing
so, the proprietor could be prosecuted for selling incorrect materials.
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I have no argument with that either. The problem I raised was that of selling fuel from a
properly marked leaded bowser with the wrong sized nozzle. That is addressed here. I
do not understand why the Ministry of Fair Trading has indicated our aims could not be
achieved through the regulations of the Fair Trading Act, because I think it would be a
relatively simple matter. Unfortunately, the Minister has left the Chamber on urgent
business but I hope he hears that comment, as I hope the Minister for Transport will take
note of it. From an ideological point of view the Opposition is clearly not as confident
about the beneficial effects of market forces as the Government is. However, I hope we
all share the same point of view about the outcome we want from this. I imagine it is for
exactly the same reasons. I simply ask that the Government consider the logic of what
has been said in this matter, particularly that relating to dispensing equipment. If the
Government wishes to proceed with the repeal of this legislation, it should consider what
regulatory changes could be made in other Acts to overcome it. The Minister for the
Environment has indicated he could do that through the publication of an environmental
protection policy. I am pleased to hear that, but I would feel more comfortable if I knew
more about it before the parent Act was repealed.
I make one other comment in respect of handling the matters covered by the parent Act
through other Acts and regulations. It is one thing to say it can be done through other
Acts, but can it also be said that the enforcement of the regulations under those Acts will
be of the same quality as that under this Act? Alternatively, it can be argued that in some
conditions the enforcement may be better, because if the person handling the accurate
description of goods on behalf of the Minister for Fair Trading is also considering the
question of compliance with the regulations, on nozzle sizes, it will be an ideal situation.
However, that is the situation now. An officer enforcing the 1984 Act has in his hands
the whole question of supervision of the retailing of unleaded petrol. Whether officers
employed as a result of this Act can cover -the State as effectively as officers of the
Minister for Fair Trading is another question.
The action taken in other States was canvassed briefly in the notes from the Department
of Transport. Other States, particularly New South Wales and Victoria, are either putting
in place or considering putting in place similar regulations. In New South Wales these
matters are in regulations under the Clean Air Act, which this State does not have a
duplicate of. A review of that Act is due in September 1996. In Victoria these
provisions are in the Environmental Protection Act and, although there is support to
review them, at this stage there is some reticence about opening the Environmental
Protection Act. Other States have addressed the question in the way the Government has
anticipated it should be addressed in Western Australia. The Opposition does niot have a
particular problem with that, provided it can be convinced that the regulations of this Act
will be such that we continue to enjoy the protection we currently have. It is not so much
a matter of throwing away unnecessary legislation, which is the 'Government's argument.
The Opposition's view is that it has not been proved yet that the legislation is
unnecessary, and it asks the alternative question: What harm will it do to leave it there?
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan.

SELECT COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGE ON DOCUMENTS HELD BY
ROYAL COMMISION INTO USE OF EXECUTIVE POWER - MEMBERSHIP

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [10.26 pm]: I
move, without notice -

That the Select Committee of Privilege on Documents held by the Royal
Commission Into Use of Executive Power consist of Hon Peter Foss, Hon Murray
Criddle, and Hon Kim Chance.

It has been put to me in recent times that Ministers should not be members of select
committees. I want to spend a few minutes dealing with that notion or concept, because I
do not agree with it. The general presumption that a Minister should not be a member of
a select committee is wrong in the first instance, because members of a select committee
comprise people qualified to, be members of this House. Ile mere fact that one member
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has the burden, or additional role or function, of being a Minister, in itself does not
disqualify him from being a member of a select committee. In due course I will refer
briefly to comments from Erskini May and Odgers on the subject of select committees
generally and their membership. A person who is a member of this House is not
disfranchised from being a member of a select committee solely on the basis that he is a
Minister. In fact, a member sits in this House very much in the first instance as a
member of Parliament, although other functions may be imposed upon a member.
The select committee which the Leader of the Opposition moved to establish earlier
today - the Government was prepared to support it - is basically of a domestic nature. It
is being established by members of this House to determine the technical nature of some
documents to which the Leader of the Opposition referred earlier, that is, whether those
documents are privileged or otherwise. It will not be a long, ongoing select committee
making great policy decisions; it is of a technical nature. Members will probably recall
that in recent times Ministers have been members of a number of select committees. The
question of contempt that arose as a result of Brian Mahon Easton not complying with an
order of this House required the establishment of a select committee. Two Ministers
were members of that committee and at the time the Opposition seemed happy for them
to be members of that committee, and no objection was raised.
I recall that in the time of the former Government a Select Committee of Privilege
comprising three members was established. Those members were senior members of the
House and I refer to Mr President, who was chairman of the committee; Hon Joe
Berinson, the then Leader of the Government and Attorney General; and me, the then
Leader of the Opposition. The House, for very good reason, thought it quite appropriate
at the time that a Minister, the Presiding Officer and the Leader of the Opposition should
comprise that committee. Certainly, examples can be noted, but I do not want to argue
that they created a precedent. By going back through the history of this House members
will find that there have been many occasions on which Ministers have acted as members
of select committees. I will quote from page 615 of Erskine May's Parliamnentary
Practice which deals with the committee system as follows -

In the nomination of Members to serve on select committees neither the House,
nor, where the nomination is entrusted to that committee, the Committee of
Selection, is bound to consider whether Members are personally interested in the
matter or bill referred to the committee, and no objection can be raised in this
respect to the composition of the committee. But it is not the practice for a
member of a select committee to take part in any enquiry while the affairs of any
body in which he has a direct personal interest are under investigation.

It generally outlines the sorts of things I have raised. I will also quote from Odgers'
Senate Practice. On page 749 reference is made to page 633 of the nineteenth edition of
Erskine May - it is not the page I quoted from - and it states -

... it is not the practice for a member of a select committee to take part in any
inquiry while the affairs of any body in which he may be personally interested are
under investigation.

It then goes on to explain the situation involving an investigation that was carried out in
respect of a chairman of a select committee on national expenditure in the House of
Commons. That item generally talks about the fact that while persons may have a
personal interest they are not necessarily precluded. In fact, it comes down to the fact
that a person who has a pecuniary interest is precluded. It is an interesting observation.
Hon John Halden: I thought that your first two quotes referred to direct personal interest.
Are you saying that direct personal interest means a pecuniary interest only?
Hon GEORGE CASH: My reading of Erskine May and Odgers is that even where a
person has a direct personal interest, it is not sufficient to exclude him from the
membership of a committee. In normal terms one would think that where a person had a
direct personal interest he would be excluded. Clearly, that is not the case in the House
of Commons and the House of Lords.
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The quote from Erskine May refers to members serving on select committees and it states
that neither the House nor a committee of selection is bound to consider whether a
member is personally interested in the matter or Bill referred to by the committee. I am
suggesting that a personal interest alone is not sufficient, but a pecuniary interest is
sufficient to disqualify a member from membership of such a committee. In fact, to
indicate that personal interest I will again quote from Odgers. The quote refers to a
situation which occurred in the House of Representatives and it states -

On 19 September 1963 in the House of Representatives, a Minister on a point of
order raised a question as to whether an honourable Member, who had been
nominated to serve on the Select Committee on Grievances of Yirrkala
Aborigines, Arnhem Land Reserve, was personally interested in the matters to be
inquired into by the committee. In taking the point of order, the Minister
submitted that the proceedings of a select committee are of a different character
from the debates or votes that take place in the House. In the votes and debates,
the limit is one of pecuniary interest and not one of personal interest.
The circumstances were that, while the Member had no financial interest in the
matter before the committee, he was a litigant - as Vice-President of the Federal
Council for Aboriginal Advancement - in a case affecting the grant of further
mining leases in the Arnhem Land Reserve.

The Speaker stated that, in his opinion, the Chair was not able to
determine whether or not a Member was personally interested in a
committee of inquiry and could not properly be called on to so decide. A
Member must be guided by his own feelings in the matter and by the
dictates of respect due to the House and to himself. Having regard to the
existence of the Standing Order and its terms, it was likely that if a matter
of this kind were to be brought to issue it would be one for the House to
decide.

On that occasion the member concerned went on to serve on that committee.
I raise these general observations on the membership of committees because of
comments I have heard in recent times and in anticipation that there might be fturther
discussion on the composition of this committee. I advise members that Hon Peter Foss,
Hon Murray Criddle and Hon Kim Chance are experienced and capable members of this
House. I have served on select committees with both Hon Peter Foss and Hon Kim
Chance and I know they are very capable people when dealing with matters that need to
be considered by committees. Certainly, my dealings with Hon Murray Criddle indicate
to me that he is also well qualified to serve on this committee. I ask the House to support
this motion.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [10.38 pm]: I
thank the Government and other members for their support in establishing a select
committee. It is necessary for the Opposition to refer to the issue alluded to by the
Leader of the House; that is, the Government's selection of Hon Peter Foss to serve on
this committee. I appreciate the references the Leader of the House made on precedent.
We must consider a number of factors before we go too far in establishing whether this
Minister should be a member of the committee.
At present a royal commission is looking into the use of executive power. Last week that
commission, an arm of Executive power, removed documents and did not return them.
That arm of Executive power then tried to give those documents - which I believe are
privileged, but the House will establish whether or not they are - to another arm of
Government; that is, the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet. That is almost the stuff for
a royal commission. We waste $2m every day of the week, seemingly, in this State. In
progressing down the road of how the Executive can be involved in these matters, we
will have a member of the Executive on the privilege committee. It sounds almost
farcical
Hon George Cash: Hon Peter Foss will sit as a member of this House, even though he
might have some additional burdens and roles.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: The member puts forward an argument, but he fails to recognise
the problem of the separation of powers. We are members of this Chamber, but the
difficulty with the committee is that Hon Peter Foss is a member not only of this
Chamber but also of the Executive. I have felt a bit bruised and battered in the past few
months - I do not have much faith in the Executive. It is a bunch of bullies.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Coming from you, that would be a compliment.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Absolutely. I would not go too far, I am in no mood for the
Minister for Transport, so he should be very quiet. We have seen a situation in which the
Executive has overstepped the mark, but we are to allow a member of the Executive to be
a judge. Surely that is Caesar judging Caesar. I remind honourable members of the old
saying that justice must not only be done but be seen to be done. I do not doubt
Hon Peter Foss's talents as a Minister, as a member of this House or as a solicitor. I did
not, until the last night of Parliament last year, doubt his ability to chair a privilege
committee in this place. However, members might recall his rather unfortunate statement
on the last night, when he said that Brian Mahon Easton was responsible for the death of
his wife. That came from a man who is supposed to be impartial and who chaired two
select committees on the issue. Having said that, one must question the impartiality of a
person who will sit, and probably as chairperson, on a committee to look into a related
matter about the Easton issue. Let us go a little further.
Hon E.J. Charlton: He is checking whether the documents to which you have referred
are privileged. That has nothing to do with what you are talking about.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Who seized them? They were seized by the Royal Commission
Into Use of Executive Power. What is that royal commission looking into? The Easton
petition. I thank Hon Eric Charlton; I am glad he interjected. End of story.
Hon Tom Helm: He is not that slow, is he?
Hon JOHN HALDEN:, No. He is pretty quick, actually.
The Leader of the Government also made a very interesting point. I asked him for
clarification, and I am very pleased that he gave it. He said that direct personal interest
could not bar one from a select committee. I must say again that the issue is about justice
not only being done but being seen to be done.
Hon George Cash: I was not suggesting that Hon Peter Foss has a direct personal interest
anyway; I was discussing the composition of the committee generally.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am not suggesting that the member was. One does not have to
be half intelligent to work out that what the privilege committee looked into and what the
royal commission is looking into are similar issues. In fact, the terms of reference were
probably drafted by the same person, but I would not know that. However, that might be
the case.
Hon J.A. Scott: That is probably why there was so much confusion.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: More than likely. What the privilege committee looked into and
what the royal commission is now looking into in regard to me are the very issues that
Hon Peter Foss looked into. There might be a personal interest in this matter for that
member, but I do not say that with malice. All I am saying is that, again, justice must be
seen to be done, not just done. It does not behove the House to make itself vulnerable on
an issue that, in essence, is a technical issue, as the Leader of the Government has said.
However, we on this side think it is an inappropriate appointment for those reasons.
Basically, this side of the House is sick to death of the Government's paternalistic
attitude, which is always that, on any committee that is established in this House and on
any committee that might cause the slightest embarrassment to the Government, it will
have the numbers. Do members notice the numbers? The membership is to be Criddle,
Foss and Chance - the numbers go the Government's way. We have accepted that before
and we are prepared to accept it on this occasion as well. It might have been more
generous for the Government to have shown its credentials of this matter by saying that,
to show that fairness would be done, there would be one conservative member, one Labor
member and one member who was not aligned to the major parties.
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Hon E.J. Charlton: Who is that?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Hon Reg Davies and Hon Jim Scott. That would have been a
much fairer process. The perception should be that everything is fair, and in politics it is
vital. Without wanting to be malicious to Hon Peter Foss, we are saying that there is a
need for that perception to be clear, and particularly on this but also on many other
matters. If the Government thinks we will not have this debate on other matters in future,
it is wrong. We will most definitely have this debate on this matter. The Opposition
thinks it is unfortunate that the Government has gone down this path, has not listened to
some very reasonable approaches and has avoided this debate. Even bearing in mind
what I have said, we would have been far more temperate and probably prepared to
accept the 2:1 membership if the obvious conflicts of interest were not so evident.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Does the member really believe that Hon Peter Foss will not judge
when he makes that assessment, along with those two members?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: In all fairness, I am in no position to judge that. Until December
last year, the member had played a particularly reasonable and fair role. Perhaps he
made one unfortunate comment; I will concede that point.
Hon E.J. Charlton: With respect, this is not about anything to do with the petition; it is
about the documents to which you have referred.
Hon Kim Chance: It has to do with the royal commission.
Hon E.J. Charlton: It is about the documents.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: More important, it is about the credibility of this House. For the
sake of that and for the sake of a small gesture on the part of the Government, it would
have been far better had the membership been as I have suggested. As the Leader of the
Government has said, Hon Murray Criddle will perform a very competent job. As I look
around the government back bench, I see a number of members - that does not include
Ross or Ian - who could do a competent job, and a very unbiased and reasonable job.
Several members inteijected.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: And with justification.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: I declared myself invalid. I had already made up my mind.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: There is a need for the House to have made a judgment that
realistically epitomises the statement that justice needs not only to be done but to be seen
to be done. Unfortunately, we will have to oppose the motion.
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for the Environment) [10.50 pmn]: I
regret that this debate has come about. I can recall on a number of occasions behind the
Chair when objection has been taken by one party or the other to the presence of a person
on a particular committee. However, the point that has always been maintained, certainly
by the Opposition when in government, was that it was up to each party to supply the
name of a person and for that to be accepted no matter how unacceptable the person may
be for various reasons. It is unfortunate that not only has that practice not been followed
in this case but also it has been made -
Hon John Halden: It has never been the case in my time as Leader of the Opposition.
Hon Tom Stephens has been vetoed by your side of the House on at least half a dozen
occasions.
Hon PETER FOSS: I am not sure I vetoed him. I would have done so, given half the
opportunity, but I have never done so.
Hon George Cash: I have always spoken very highly of Hon Tom Stephens.
Hon Tom Stephens: Do it more loudly so that my colleagues can hear it.
Hon PETER FOSS: I have never done that. The position always put by members
opposite is that it is up to. the party to make a decision as to whom it appoints to a
committee. I regret that we have departed from that practice. I can understand at least on
an intellectual level the points being raised by the Leader of the Opposition but -
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Hon Graham Edwards: How does that accommodate the Independents? Are they not
part of this House?
Hon PETER FOSS: I do not believe in a particular case that that is justified.
Hon Tom Stephens: Just withdraw, Mr Foss!
Hon PETER FOSS: I will not withdraw. As I said, it is unfortunate that this matter has
been raised in the House, in view of the fairly longstanding view that that is what is done.
The point has been raised that the royal commission is an emanation of the Executive.
That was the point I continually made during the previous royal commission. Even
though it is an emanation of the Executive it is independent. It is independent of
government once it is set in motion irrespective of the particular area it comes from. In
the same way one could say that the Environmental Protection Authority is a classic
example of a body which undoubtedly is an emanation of the Executive; but once in
place it has the capacity to act independently.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: It used to.
Hon PETER FOSS: I accept the level of debate of the Leader of the Opposition but I
regret the level of debate is going below that which we started with. I would like to keep
the level of debate at what I hope, is a suitable one for the House. The point is that we
are all members of the House. I have always been extremely careful of the privileges of
this House not just because I believe the privileges -

Hon Tom Stephens: And the privileges of the party! That is what you have pursued for
your entire career!
Hon PETER FOSS: Hon Tom Stephens has a slight schizophrenic attitude. From time to
time I am the only person with heart and kindness, the person who presents the kind side
of the Governent. At other times I appear to be some form of terrible animal. Leaving
that aside, I have always been very keen on the privileges of the House -

Hon Kim Chance: Have you taken medical advice regarding your dual personality?
Hon PETER FOSS: No, not on my dual personality. It is the somewhat jaundiced and
schizophrenic views of Hon Tom Stephens to which I refer. The important point is that I
can claim to understand the privileges of the House. I have on occasions spent time
explaining to members of the House why the constitutional background of the House is
so important, and why we must watch those privileges. I have always been keen to make
certain that an important part of the House is an understanding by all members why we
have privileges and why we have an obligation not only to enforce them but also to
protect other people from their misuse. Therefore, as a member of this House it is a
matter in which I am vitally interested. I am interested in protecting the privileges of the
House. I regret that it is seen that I do not have an independence; that I am seen to be
part of the Executive -

Hon John Halden: Would you protect the Executive as well?
Hon PETER FOSS: In this case there is no conflict. I am as zealous as anyone about
protecting the privileges of this House.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Perhaps more so!
Hon PETER FOSS: If anything, I am over zealous in protecting the privileges of this
House. One important point about this House is that we as members have tended to be -
Hon Graham Edwards: For the members!
Hon PETER FOSS: I suppose if we want to turn this debate into one where we make
funny remarks and joke about it, if that is the level of the debate -
Hon Graham Edwards: You cannot convince your own colleagues. You are full of
pompous rubbish.
Hon PETER FOSS: If that is the level of debate which Hon Graham Edwards stoops to -
Hon Graham Edwards: It is true and you know it!
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The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask Hon Graham Edwards to cease his inteijections.
Hon PETER FOSS: If that is the level of debate that will proceed obviously there is no
point in continuing to participate. I had hoped that matters were raised seriously and
would be debated seriously. I made efforts to do that. I believe it would be appropriate
for me to be on the committee. I am keen to serve the House in that capacity, and I hope
the motion will be supported.
HON J.A. COWDELL (South West) [ 10.55 pm]: I oppose the motion. I do so not on
the basis of the nomination of Hon Murray Criddle but the nomination of Minister Foss.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot- What about Hon Kim Chance?
Hon L.A. COWDELL: And not on the basis of the nomination of Hon Kim Chance. I
have consistently maintained that it is inappropriate for Ministers to serve on committees
of this Parliament, particularly by virtue of their membership -

Hon N.F. Moore: Tom Stephens did.
Hon J.A. COWDELL: - of the informal and all powerful committee of Cabinet which
constitutes the Executive Government of Western Australia. The Minister for Education
will be aware of my opposition in the past, as I objected to his serving for a brief time on
the Standing Committee on.Government Agencies when that matter came before the
House.
Hon N.F. Moore: I was following Hon Tom Stephens' example -

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member is trying to get his message across to
the House. I am sure he cannot do it with four other people interjecting.
Hon L.A. COWDELL: A member of the Executive arm of the Government should not
serve on or be allowed to dominate other committees of this Parliament, but particularly
of this House. This is not the House of government, as the Royal Commission into
Commercial Activities of Government and Other Matters reminded us. This is post the
royal commission, and post the second volume report. We are purportedly the House of
Review, and Ministers should not dominate committees in the House of Review. I
acknowledge the comments of the Minister for Education in the previous debate with
regard to the Standing Committee on Government Agencies when he said -

As a general rule, Ministers should not be on parliamentary committees. There is
no rule and convention to say that they cannot do so. I agree with Hon Graham
Edwards that, in principle, Ministers should not be on committees.

I could not but agree with that comment. Of course, Minister Foss on a previous
occasion said, and I refer to Hansard on 6 September 1989 -

... it is far better that this House, as a House of Review, is able to carry out its
job than that the Government should be equally represented. This House has a far
more important role to play than merely helping the Government.

That is the case with respect to constituting this committee as well. A member of the
Executive arm of Government should certainly be engaged in sufficient ministerial
business, particularly a member holding four or five portfolios, that would either cause
him to neglect his ministerial role if he were to serve on a committee or to neglect the
business of the committee, particularly a committee of three. Of course it is doubly
inappropriate in this instance that Minister Foss serve on this committee. He is a member
of the Government which set up the Royal Commission Into Use of Executive Power - an
instrument of the Executive Government. He wants now to sit in judgment on the
question of whether this commission has trammelled the rights and privileges of the
House.
[Debate adjourned, pursuant to Standing Order No 61 (b).]

.House adjourned at 11.00 Pin
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND HIGH
TECHNOLOGY FOR COUNTRY SCHOOLS AND ISOLATED STUDENTS

296. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister or the Education Department provided greater access to

the use of telecommunications and high technology for country schools
and isolated students in his term of office?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If yes, would the Minister provide details?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Current situation -

Telematics - 125 schools with systems in place.
Interactive satellite television broadcasts - five to six hours transmitted
each week.
Sister schools project - telecommunications technology linking a number
of metropolitan secondary schools with district high schools will be
established later this year.
Ed TV - 10 hours of educational programs transmitted per week via GWN.
Internet - The School of Isolated and Distance Education is currently
setting up connections to World Wide Web and for E-mail.
Desktop videoconferencing - systems will be mrailed in district offices and
rural schools pending a budget allocation. Kalgoorlie and Geraldton
districts have already undertaken preliminary work in this area.
Interactive multimedia - development of CD Rom packages to assist
isolated students.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - OFFICE ACCOMMODATION LEASED FOR
DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

366. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Primary Industry:
(1) What was the total cost for the office accommodation leased for each

department or agency within the Minister for Primary Industry's portfolio
area for 1993-94?

(2) What are the estimates for costs associated with leased office
accommodation for those same departments or agencies for the current
financial year?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Primary Industry has provided the following response -

Department of Agriculture
(1) 1993-94 $880700.52
(2) 1995-96 $400 000.00
Agriculture Protection Board
(1) 1993-94 $101 220
(2) 1995-96 $94 700
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Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation
(1) 1993-94 $234817
(2) 1995-96 $145 000

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - ELECTRICITY AND GAS EXPENDITURE
453. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the total expenditure on the supply of -
(a) electricity; and
(b) gas,
for each department or agency within the Minister's current portfolio areas
for each of the following years -

(i) 1992-93;
0ii) 1993-94; and
(iii) 1994-95 (Budget estimate)?

(2) What part of this expenditure in each of the years mentioned above was
for energy bills other than with SEC WA?

The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 572.]

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - SAVINGS
467. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Works:
(1) What departments *and agencies within the Minister for Works' portfolio

areas have effected savings -to government in areas of expenditure since
February 1993?

(2) What was the precise cash value of savings involved?
(3) What policy change brought about these savings?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -

Within the Works portfolio, the only department is the Building Management
Authority.
(1) The Building Management Authority.
(2) It is difficult to be precise but an indication of the savings being achieved

is seen in the recent cleaning work contracted to the private sector. in this
instance over $300 000 was saved. Savings have also been achieved by
contracting out some of the Corporate Services functions including
internal audit and reprographic services.

(3) Increased use of the private sector.
MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - WATER SUPPLY COSTS

488. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Education:
For each department or agency within the Minister's portfolio area -

(1) What was the cost for the supply of water for each of the following years -
(a) 1992-93;
(b) 1993-94; and
(c) 1994-95 (Budget estimate)?

(2) What part of this expenditure in each of the years above was for water
bills other than from the Western Australian Water Authority?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied.
(1) Education Policy and Co-ordination Bureau -

(a) Not available
(b) $4553
(c) $4 900.
Country High Schools Hostels Authority -
(a) $72 244
(b) $75 096
(c) $99 497.
Education Department of Western Australia -
(a) $4771554
(b) $5011624
(c) $6 225 000 (estimate).
Secondary Education Authority -

The building occupied by the Secondary Education Authority is leased.
Accounts for the supply of water go through the Ministry of the Premier
and CabintL That ministry advises the information is not available.
WA Office of Non-Government Education -

(a) Not applicable.
(b)-(c) The cost of water supplied to this office is charged directl to the

Secondary Education Authority as a part of a Corporate Services
agreement.

(2) Education Policy Co-ordination Bureau -

(a) Not applicable
(b) $350
(c) $400 (estimate).
Country High Schools Hostels Authority - none.
Education Department of Western Australia - due to the ongoing process
of devolution of utilities to schools a significant proportion of the
information requested is retained in school records and could only be
gathered by a survey of all schools.
Secondary Education Authority - none.
WA Office of Non-government Education -

(a)-(b) Not applicable
(c) $330.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - EXPENDITURB
689. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Finance:

(1) What has been the total expenditure incurred to 28 March 1995 in the
maintenance and operation of the Minister's ministerial office since
February 1993?

(2) What is the breakdown of that expenditure?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:
Iniformation is not available to 28 March 1995. Expenditure to 31 March 1995 is
a follows -

(1) $1020005.
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(2) Salaries, wages and allowances $537 492
Other staffing costs $41214
Communications $46 058
Services and contracts $243 971
Consumable supplies $50 376
Maintenance $17315
Purchases $83 579

FOOITROT ADVISORY COMMITTEE - SOUTHERN AGRICULTURAL
FOOTROT CONTROL GROUP, REPRESENTATIVE APPLICATION

742. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for the Transport representing the Minister
for Primary Industry:
(1) Has the southern agricultural footrot control group made application to be

represented on the State Footrot Advisory Committee?
(2) If application has been made, will the Minister for Primary Industry

support representation from the southern agricultural footrot control
group?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Primary Industry has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes - by letter dated 14 March 1995 to the Chairperson of the Footrot
Eradication Campaign Advisory Committee.

(2) At the Footrot Eradication Campaign Advisory Committee meeting at
Kojonup on 29 June 1993, it was unanimously agreed that a representative
from the southern agricultural footrot control group should be invited to
join.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - CONSULTANT'S EXPENDITURE
747. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Family and Children's Services:.
What funds have been expended up until 28 March 1995 to engage consultants
within the Minister for Family and Children's portfolio area since February 1993?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

Opposition members are continuing to ask questions of a repetitive nature and
given that much of the information sought by the member has previously been
provided in response to similar questions, I am not prepared to divert considerable
departmental resources to cover the same ground. As the member would be
aware, the Government has given a commitment to tabling the details of all
consultants engaged by government on a six monthly basis. The first report
covering the period I July 1994 to 31 December 1994 has now been tabled.

MEDIA DECISIONS WA - GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS
1138. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Family and Children's Services:
With respect to the Minister for Family and Children's Service's department and
each of the bodies administered within that department, what is the total amount
of payments of media accounts made to Media Decisions Western Australia in -
(a) November 1994;
(b) December 1994;
(c) January 1995; and
(d) February 1995?
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Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

This question would require considerable resources to answer which I am not
prepared to allocate. If the member has a specific question about media accounts
I will endeavour to provide a response.

FISHERIES - SOUTIHERN BLUE FIN TUNA
Governent Quota, Sale

2047. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Fisheries:
In respect to the tender arrangements for the sale of state government owned
southern blue fin tuna quota -
(1) Will the Minister provide a copy of the State Tender Board offer dated

26 June 1991?
(2) Why was there a need to withdraw the original tender arrangement and

make a second offer extending the date of acknowledgment by fisherman?
(3) How many persons who ultimately purchase government tuna quotas were

at the time facing charges or under investigation for breaching both the
State and Federal Fisheries Acts and Regulations?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -

(1) A copy of the requested documentation is attached. [See paper No 578.]
(2) I am advised by the Fisheries Department that on 2 July 1991, in light of

allegations that charges were likely to be made against some Western
Australian fishermen for breaches involving the illegal take of tuna, my
predecessor, Hon Gordon Hill MLA, instructed the Executive Director of
Fisheries to withdraw the sale of government quota. On 14 August 1991,
Hon Gordon Hlill instructed the executive director to proceed with the sale
under State Tender Board arrangements as previously proposed.

(3) This question relates to matters occurrng -during the term of the previous
Government which fall within commonwealth jurisdiction.

CAMPBELL CAPITAL (WA) MT LTD - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2070. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Community Development:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Community
Development's department and each of the bodies administered within that
department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Campbell Capital (WA) Pty Ltd?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if 'so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued-

7684 [COUNCEL]



[Tuesday, 5 September 1995] 78

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon EJ. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a. particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

CAMPBELL CAPITAL (WA) PTY LTD - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2071. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for the Family:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for the Family's department
and each of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Campbell Capital (WA) Pty Ltd?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to -the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carred out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(l)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources required to provide
the information sought. If the member has a specific question about a
particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the information. In
addition, the Government recently released its report on consultants
engaged by government for the six months ended 31 December 1994.
This report will be now prepared on a six monthly basis and will provide
the member with the readily available information on consultancies.

CAMPBELL CAPITAL (WA) PT Y LTD - GOVERNMENT CONTRAC77
2072. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Seniors:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Seniors' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -
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(1) Has any contract been entered into with Campbell Capital (WA) Pty Ltd?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Governmient of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to -be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DELOITE ROSS TOHMATSU - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2118. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Community Development:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister .for Community
Development's department and each of the bodies administered within that
department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Deloitte Ross Tohmatsu?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?
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Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -
(1 )-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would berequired to provide the information sought. If the member has a specificquestion about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide theinformnation. In addition, the Government recently released its report onconsultants engaged by government for the six months ended31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly

basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DELOITE ROSS TOHMATSU - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2119. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for the Family:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for the Family's departmentand each of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Deloitte Ross Tohmatsu?
(2) If yes, in ea ch case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -
(1 )-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specificquestion about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide theinformation. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DELOIT~rE ROSS TOHMATSU - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2120. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the inister for Transport representing the Minister

for Seniors:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Seniors' department andeach of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Deloitte Ross Tohmatsu?
(2) If yes, in each case -
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(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Govenment of the contract;
(c) what goools and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Governiment recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DUESBURYS - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2180. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Community Development:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Community
Development's department and each of the bodies administered within that
department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Duesburys?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued-,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -
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11-2 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would berequired to provide the information sought. If the member has a specificquestion about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide theinformation. In addition, the Government recently released its report onconsultants engaged by government for the six months ended31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthlybasis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DUESBURYS -GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2181. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for the Family:.
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for the Family's departmentand each of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Duesburys?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Ho n E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would berequired to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific

question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide theinformation. In addition, the Government recently released its report onconsultants engaged by government for the six months ended31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthlybasis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DUESBURYS - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2182. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Seniors:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Seniors' departmient andeach of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Duesburys?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
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(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -

(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ERNST & YOUNG - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

2223. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Community Development:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Community
Development's department and each of the bodies administered within that
department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Ernst & Young?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
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information. In addition, the Government recently released its report onconsultants .engaged by government for the six months ended31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthlybasis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ERNST & YOUNG - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2224. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for the Family:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for the Family's department
and each of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Ernst & Young?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specificquestion about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide theinformation. In addition, the Government recently released its report onconsultants engaged by government for the six months ended31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ERNST & YOUNG - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2225. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Seniors:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Seniors' department andeach of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Ernst & Young?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract. put out to tender before
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the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued,

(f) were the matzers, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon ELJ CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.,

EYRES REED LTD - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

2266. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Community Development:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Community
Development's department and each of the bodies administered within that
department -

<1) Has any contract been entered into with Eyres Reed Ltd?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract. was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
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basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

EYRES REED LTD - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2267. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS .to the Minister. for Transport representing the Minister

for the Family:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for the Family's departmentand each of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Eyres Reed Ltd?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the. subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carred out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote. the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide theinformation. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

EYRES REED LTD - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2268. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Seniors:
Since 16 February 1993, with r espect to the Minister for Seniors' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Eyres Reed Ltd?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;
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(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
HENDRY RAE & COURT - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

2309. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Community Development:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Community
Development's department and each of the bodies administered within that
department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Hendry Rae & Court?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of. the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was' awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
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HENDRY RAE & COURT - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2310. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for the Family:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for the Family's department
and each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Hendry Rae & Court?
(2) If yes. in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
HENDRY RAE & COURT - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

2311. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Seniors:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Seniors' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Hendry Rae & Court?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;
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(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -

(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources required to provide
the information sought. If the member has a specific question about a
particular consultancy I wiUl endeavour to provide the information. In
addition, the Government recently released its report on consultants
engaged by government for the six months ended 31 December 1994.
This report will be now prepared on a six monthly basis and will provide
the member with the readily available information on consultancies.

KPMG PEAT MARWICK - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2352. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Community Development:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Community
Development's department and each of the bodies administered within that
department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with KPMG Peat Marwick?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued-,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources required to provide

the information sought. If the member has a specific question about a
particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the information. In
addition, the Government recently released its report on consultants
engaged by government for the six months ended 31 December 1994.
This report will be now prepared on a six monthly basis and wini provide
the member with the readily available information on consultancies.
KPMG PEAT MARWICK - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

2353. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for the Family:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for the Family's department
and each of the bodies administered within that department -
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(1) Has any contract been entered into with KPMG Peat Marwick?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods 'and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carred
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(1 )-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

KPMG PEAT MARWICK - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2354. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Seniors:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Seniors' department and
each of the bodies administered withinthat department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with KPMG Peat Marwick?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?
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Hon EJ. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available informnation
on consultancies.

LINFOX GROUP - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2395. Hon N.D. GRIFFTHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Community Development:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Community
Development's department and each of the bodies administered within that
department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Linfox Group?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the. awarding of the contract?

Hon EJ. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

UINFOX GROUP - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2396. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHIS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for the Family:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for the Family's department
and each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Linfox Group?
(2) If yes, in each case -
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(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the. matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

LINFOX GROUP - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2397. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Mnister for Transport representing the Minister

for Seniors:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Seniors' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Linfox Group?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract, was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued,

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector and

(g) -how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
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required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE MEMBERS
EMPLOYMENT

2422. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Education:
How many members of the senior executive service are employed within each
department or agency within the Minister's portfolio areas?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Country High School Hostels Authority - one.
Education Department of Western Australia - 16.
Secondary Education Authority - one.
Office of Non-Government Education - one.
Education Policy and Co-ordination Bureau - one.
Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts - none.
BROOME - GANTHEAUME POINT LOT 621, RESUMPTION REQUEST

2819. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Planning:
(1) Has the Minister received advice of a request from the Shire of Broome

for the resumption of Lot 621 at Gantheaume Point?
(2) If yes, what has been the Government's decision in regard to this request?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Government is not willing to meet the owner's price of at least $1lm.

WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE
2860. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

(1) From what areas of the Minister's department's budget will the savings be
made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all staff in March
1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon ELL. CHARLTON replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2865. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Finance:
(1) From what areas of the Minister's department's budget will the savings be

made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all staff in March
1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?
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Hon MAX EVANS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2866. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Racing and Gamning:
(1) From what areas of the Minister's department's budget will the savings be

made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all staff in March
1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Wil the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the. 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2867. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) From what areas of the Minister's department's budget will the savings be

made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all staff in March
1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2868. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) From what areas of the Minister's department's budget will the savings be

made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all staff in March
1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2869. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for The Arts:
(1) From what area s of the Minister's department's budget will the savings be
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made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all staff in March
1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2870. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Fair Trading:
(1) From what areas of the Minister's department's budget will the savings be

made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all staff in March
1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated. from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2874. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Resources Development:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Resources Development's

department's budget will the savings be made to accommodate the $8 a
week pay rise granted to all staff in March 1995 and backdated to
December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Resources Development has provided the following response -

(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing
budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2875. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Energy:
(I) From what areas of the Minister for Energy's department's budget will the

savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all
staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?
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Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Energy has provided the following response -

(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing
budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2876. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Emergency Services:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Emergency Services' department's

budget will the savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise
granted to all staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Emergency Services has provided the following response -

(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing
budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2879. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Community Development:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Community Development's

department's budget will the savings be made to accommodate the $8 a
week pay rise granted to all staff in March 1995 and backdated to
December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Family and Children's Services has provided the following
response -

(1) The S8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing
budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.

WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2880. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
the Family:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for the Family's department's budget will

the savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all
staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that 'no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?
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Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Family and Children's Services has provided the following
response.
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

288 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Seniors:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Seniors' department's budget will the

savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all
staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
.the department's overall budget?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -

(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing
budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2890. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Justice:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Justice's department's budget will the

savins be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all
staffin March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.

WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE
2891. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for the Environment representing the

Attorney General:
(1) From what areas of the Attorney General's department's budget will the

savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all
staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Attorney General guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing
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budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2892. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Women's Interests:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Women's Interests' department's

budget will the savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise
granted to all staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.

WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE
2895. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Disability Services:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Disability Services' department's

budget will the savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise
granted to all staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -

(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing
budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined uinder each
department's program.

(2) Yes.

WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE
2896. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for the Environment representing the

Minister for Planning:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Planning's department's budget will

the savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all
staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The $8 pay rise has been accomimodated from within the existing
budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's -program.

(2) Yes.
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WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE
2897. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for the Environment representing the

Minister for Heritage:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Heritage's department's budget will

the svngs be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all
staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget from
the department's overall budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied-~
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated from within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
WAGES - $8 A WEEK PAY RISE, BUDGET SAVINGS SOURCE

2901. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) From what areas of the Minister for Police's department's budget will the

savings be made to accommodate the $8 a week pay rise granted to all
staff in March 1995 and backdated to December 1994?

(2) Will the Minister guarantee that no savings are being made to
accommodate this pay rise from the 1994-95 capital works budget ftrm
the department's overall budget?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -
(1) The $8 pay rise has been accommodated ftrm within the existing

budgetary allocation through efficiencies determined under each
department's program.

(2) Yes.
CALM - THORNTON BLOCK, TIMER REMOVAL LICENCES

3016. Hon L.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) What licences have been issued for the removal of timber from Thornton

block, west of Palgarup?
(2) To whom have they been issued?
(3) Is Thornton block within a dieback restricted or quarantine area?
(4) If so, why have licences been issued?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Thirty-nine forest produce licences were issued from the CALM

Manjimup office between 17 February 1991 and 23 September 1993.
(2) Yomnup Mill, Jim Cale (3), L Aiken, John White, Bevan Pape, Peter

Eveson, Daryl Press, Noel Holdsworth, Hilary Brookes, Frank Walsh, Bob
Ratio, W. Crombie-Wilson (2), Terry Starkie, Rodney Bailey,
G. Wheatley (2), S. Rado, K.D. Liddelow, Terry Cogzell, Michael Grimes,
L. Thomas, Tim Morgan, Murray Pollard, R. Kanny, Neil Loveile,
P. Aram, 0. Luzny' R. Mark, S. Boseby, R. Marks, T. Reeve, M. Harvey,
B. Baldock, John Dunstan and R. Hunter.

(3) Yes.
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(4) Forest produce licences give authority to take forest produce. The
removal of forest produce is a legitimate activity within Thornton Block.
Forest produce licences were issued to cover sale of minor forest produce
during integrated harvesting activities to produce sawlogs. AUl activities
in the forest, including those for timber harvesting, are regulated to ensure
that the likelihood of the spread of dieback is minimised.

SCHOOLS - SUBIACO PRIMARY
Amenities and Space Need

3028. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Subiaco Primary School -

(1) Can the Minister confirm that this school lacks many of the basic
amenities that schools of similar age, such as Cottesloe and East
Claremont, now enjoy?

(2) Can the Minister confirmn that, even though the school has grown in
numbers, it has lost ground in the recent past to Swanbourne District
Office?

(3) Can the Minister confirm that, with the present facilities, the school
cannot offer full time five year old or four year old preschool education,
even though there is the demand for both?

(4) When does the Minister intend to provide -

(a) basic amenities to Subiaco Primary School;
(b) space for the amount of children attending the school; and
(c) facilities for the school to be able to provide full time five year old

or four year old preschool education?
(5) Does the Minister intend to dispose of any part of the school or any other

buildings being used by the school, for example the district office?
(6) If yes, would the Minister specify the areas intended to be disposed of?
(7) Can the Minister confirm that any sale of part of the school, or buildings

being used by the school, will seriously impact child care facilities,
parking and pupil safety?

(8) How does the department intend to deal with such an impact?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Subiaco Primary School has the same amenities including classrooms,

library, administration and play areas, as many other schools. There are
many schools throughout the State which do not have facilities such as
art/craft, music and covered assembly areas.

(2) No. Subiaco Primary School has lost no facilities or areas to the
Swanbourne district office. In fact, I am advised the district office itself
has given over some parking areas for school use.

(3) Subiaco Primary School currently has an off-site preprimary centre with
places for 54 "sessional" five year old students. In 1995 Subiaco
preprimary has an enrolment of 48 "sessional" or part time five year old
students.

(4) (a) Subiaco Primary School will receive consideration along with
other schools throughout the State for funding for an upgrade and
provision of facilities such as art/craft, music and covered
assembly area within a future capital works program.

(b) Temporary classrooms will be provided at the school as required to
cater for increasing enrolments.
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(c) It is anticipated that Subiaco Primary School will access full time
preprimary as part of the Good Start progrm by 1998. The
specific year in which Subiaco joins the program will be decided
following further consultation with parents. Access to places for
all local four year olds will be provided by 1999.

(5) No.
(6)-(8) Not applicable.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - LIVE IMPORTS, AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY
3162. Hon DOUG VIEW to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for

Fisheries:
(1) Has the Fisheries Department allowed any import of live animals from

within the aquaculture industry (ite. oysters, abalone, prawns etc) for
consumption purposes from other States of Australia or New Zealand?

(2) If so, why?
(3) If so, which species?
(4) If so, which companies are importing and marketing these products?
Hon EJ. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -

(1) I am advised by the Fisheries Department that it has not allowed the
importation of any live animals for such purposes.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CAPITAL WORKS BUDGET

Underspemt
3 163. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it correct that the Education Department capital works budget for
1994-95 will be underspent by about $9m?

(2) If yes, what was the cause of the underspending?
(3) Was any attempt made to bring forward other projects when the

Government became aware that the capital works budget would be
underspent?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) The underspending in the 1994-95 capital works program has been due

to.-

(i) later decisions on the new primary schools to open in 1996 to take
into account latest planning information;

(ii) delays with several major projects consequent on extensive
consultation with those schools and their communities; and

(iii) savings in the estimated total cost of a number of projects.
(3) While some underspending had been anticipated, most of the available

funding has already been committed against various school building
procts.

SCHOOLS - KOJONUP DISTRICT HIGH
Enrolments

3 172. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many children attend high school at Kojonup District High School?
(2) How many children are estimated to travel from Kojonup to surrounding

towns to attend years I I and 12?
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(3) How many students attend K-7 classes at Kojonup primary schools?
(4) When is it estimated that. Kojonup District High will be granted senior

high school status?
(5) What are the reasons for this?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) 101 students attend Kojonup District High School.
(2) 12 students in years I11 and 12 travel on the departmental school bus from

Kojonup to Kattanning.
(3) Kojonup District High School 293 K-7 students

St Bernard's School 77 K-7 students
(4) It is not envisaged that Kojonup District High School will be granted

senior high school status.
(5) There are insufficient numbers of students to qualify for senior high

school status.
TRANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF - WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS, NEW

EMPLOYEES
325 1. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it -the case the all new employees of the Department of Transport are
offered workplace agreements?

(2) If that is not the case, is it the case that all new employees of the
Department of Transport are offered workplace agreements unless there is
a strong reason for not doing so?

(3) What are those strong reasons?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3) New employees are covered by the Department of Transport enterprise

bargaining agreement registered in the Australian Industrial Relations
Commission and Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission on
7 April 1995. As part of this agreement the department will be offering
workplace agreements before April 1996.

STATE TAXATION DEPARTMENT - WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS, NEW
EMPLOYEES

3252. Hon NJ). GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance:
(1) Is it the case the all new employees of the State Taxation Department are

offered workplace agreements?
(2) If that is not the case, is it the case that all new employees of the State

Taxation Department are offered workplace agreements unless there is a
strong reason for not doing so?

(3) What are those strong reasons?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:
(1) No. The department has~ not as yet developed a workplace agreement.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

WEBTLANDS - CONSERVATION GOVERNMENT POLICY
3254. Hon JA. SCOTT' to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Did the coalition parties, in their environment statement issued in January
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1993, promise to give unprecedented attention to the conservation of
wetlands?

(2) Would the Minister provide details of any specific measures which his
Government has implemented to protect wetlands?

(3) Is the Minister aware of the draft state wetlands policy, which was
released for public review in December 1992?

(4) Why has this policy not been completed?
(5) When will this wetlands policy be finalised and when will it be

implemented?
(6) Has the present Government made any nominations to the list of wetlands

on international importance?
(7) If not, why not?
(8) Is the Minister aware that there art at least 10 wetlands in Western

Australia which are currently listed by the Ramsar Convention, which
would probably qualify for listing?

(9) Does the Minister intend to nominate these wetlands before the Ramsar
meeting in Brisbane in March 1996?

(10) If not, why not?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Thbe coalition indicated it would "give unprecedented attention to, and

protection of, wetlands in our environment".
(2) Measures to protect wetlands are implemented through the relevant

agencies. The Department of Conservation and Land Management
protects wetlands on conservation reserves and other lands it manages;
conducts research on wetlands and their fauna and flora; prepares
management plans for the lands it manages - for example, the recent
Yalgorup national park management planning exercise addressed the
protection of important wetlands including Lake Clifton, and preparation
of a management plan for the Esperance Lakes nature reserves is under
way; implements the Lake Toolibin recovery plan - Lake Toolibin has
been identified as a threatened ecological community; and provides advice
and assistance in respect of wetlands protection generally.
The Environmental Protection Act 1986 provides for the protection of
wetlands through its environmental impact assessment, pollution
prevention and environmental protection policy provisions. Specifically,
through EIA procedures wetland conservation values are addressed in the
assessment of development proposals impacting on wetland areas.
Through pollution prevention licensing conditions are placed on industry
to ensure discharges to the environment do not degrade wetlands. Under
the Act's EPP provisions two statutory wetland protection policies have
been prepared or are in preparation -

(a) The Swan Coastal Plain Lakes EPP has been established to protect
approximately 1 100 wetlands on the Swan coastal plain; and

(b) the Draft South West Agricultural Zone Wetlands EPP is being
developed to protect thousands of wetlands across the agricultural
south west.

(3) Yes.
(4) A multiple agency costing of implementation of the policy is being

prepared. It is not enough to have the policy - there must also be a plan to
implement it.
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(5) The Government aims to finalise the policy during its current term of
office. Implementation will occur progressively.

(6) It is the Commonwealth Government which nominates wetlands to the list
of wetlands of international importance established under the Ramsar
Convention, as it is the Commonwealth which is party to the convention.
The established practice in relation to Ramsar nominations is that they are
forwarded by the Commonwealth at the request of or with the concurrence
of the State concerned. However, notwithstanding this, the Western
Australian Government has written to the Commonwealth Minister for the
Environment and to the Ramsar Convention Bureau offering the
nomination of the 68.5 ha conservation reserve area at the Creery
wetlands, adjacent to the Rarnsar-listed Peel-Yalgorup system. This offer
has been made with the agreement of the property owner and the offer was
not contingent on the adjacent residential development proceeding.

(7)-(8) The Western Australian has offered the nomination referred to in (6).
While part (8) of the member's question is unclear, I am aware that in
addition to the nine Western Australian wetlands currently listed under the
Ramsar Convention, there are additional wetlands for which the scientific
advice is that they would meet the criteria for listing. The nomination of
additional wetlands is a matter that I am considering and that I amn
prepared to discuss with the Commonwealth Minister for the
Environment. I am supportive of the principle of nominating additional
wetlands and hope the Commonwealth Government will cooperate with
the State.

M9-00O)
As previously mentioned I have to act through the Commonwealth and
require their cooperation.

GROUND WATER - PROTECTION STRATEGY
3257. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment representing the Minister

for Planning:
(1) When does the Government propose to release its strategy for ground

water protection which the Minister for Planning promised in his
ministerial statement on the select committee report?

(2) How will this strategy be implemented?
(3) Will the Minister provide a complete checklist of his response to each of

the recommendations in the select committee report?
(4) If not, why not?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) There are many aspects to the Government's response to the Select

Committee on Metropolitan Development on Groundwater Mounds. If
the member is referring to the Gnangara land use and water management
strategy, it will be prepared by June 1996.

(2) To be determined in detail. However, the full range of planning and
policy mechanisms available through the Western Australian Planning
Commission, Environmental Protection Authority and Water Authority
will be examined and utilised as appropriate.

(3)-(4) The Government's response adopts a whole of government approach to
the issues and recommendations raised by the select committee. A range
of work is being undertaken that addresses the complete range of
recommendations. These will be translated into planning and policy as
outlined in the Minister for Planning's statement to Parliament on 10 May
1995.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS - LAND ACQUISITION ALLOCATIONS
3259. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Government:

With respect to each government department and each of the bodies administered
within each department, what funds have been allocated for land acquisition in
1995-96?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
With respect to the Transport portfolio -
Westrail - $323 000
Main Roads Western Australia - $27.4m
Bunbwry Port Authority - $250 000.

ROADS - SOUTH WEST HIGHWAY, NORTH OF BRIDGETOWN, DUAL
LANING PROJECT

3268. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What is the dual laning of South West Highway north of Bridgetown

expected to cost?
(2) What work is planned for this project?
(3) When is the project expected to commence?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) $l.8m.
(2) Reconstruction, minor realignment and the provision of a 2.6 ilometre

climbing lane on Trotts Hill.
(3) November 1995.

TRANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF - MARINE SAFETY DIVISION
Position P0134351 for Manager Commercial Vessels Safety Branch

3272. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
With mrefrnce to position P0134351 for Manager Commercial Vessels Safety
Branch, Marine Safety Division -

(1) Who was appointed to this position?
(2) What are that person's qualifications?
(3) Has the successful applicant held a similar position before?
(4) If so, where?
(5) What is the salary for this position?
(6) Was the successful applicant from within Western Australia?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Mr John Seaton.
(2) Bachelor of Science (Mechanical Engineering), M.Sc, Grad. Dip

Education.
(3) Yes.
(4) Head of School of Engineering - Australian Maritime College.
(5) The salary range for this position is $54 732 to $58 694 inclusive of the

department's three per cent enterprise bargaining agreement.
(6) No, Mr Seaton was appointed from Tasmania.
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TRANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF - CONTRACT 147, CARNARVON FASCINE
DEVELOPMENT DREDGING OF FASCINE

3276. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
Regarding contract No 147, Carnarvon fascine, development dredging of fascine -
(1) Which company was awarded the contract?
(2) What was the cost of the contract?
(3) Has the job been completed?
(4) Was the work satisfactory in all respects?
(5) If not, why not?
(6) Would this work have been undertaken previously by BMA or Marine and

Harbours personnel?
Hon kJ. CHARLTON replied:
(1)-(5) Tenders have been called but no contract will be awarded until the issue of

native title has been resolved.
(6) No. All dredging is contracted. out.

BUS SERVICES - ATTACKS
3286. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to attacks on buses in the metropolitan area, where objects have been
thrown at the moving vehicle -

(1) What action has been taken to stop these attacks?
(2) Have any offenders been apprehended?
(3) Have buses on the most affected routes had specially zone toughened glass

fitted?
(4) If not, why not?
Hon E. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Attacks occur at random and are therefore not readily controlled. Police

are notified when incidents occur, and special surveillance has been used
on occasions to address the situation.

(2) Yes.
(3) All MetroBus buses are fitted with toughened safety glass to Australian

standards.
(4) Not applicable.

TRANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF - PARK AND RIDE FACILITY, MURDOCH
3292. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to the park and ride facility at Murdoch -

(1) What is the carpark capacity?
(2) What is the average daily use of this facility on week days?
(3) Have any vehicles been stolen from this facility when bollards have been

in place behind vehicles?
(4) Is it planned to introduce this sort of facility elsewhere?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) 594 car bays, including five bays for people with disabilities, and 42

motorcycle bays.
(2) Approximately 320 cars are parked and 400 passengers board buses.
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(3) No bollards are installed at this stage.
(4) Yes.

T RANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF - PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
TRANSPORT PLAN

3293. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
Further to the Minister's statement in The West Australian regarding a transport
plan for the disabled -

(1) What work has been undertakcen to implement this plan?
(2) What is the cost of works undertaken to date?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied-
(1)-(2) The plan is not yet complete. Under the agreement reached in the Human

Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, an action plan for accessible
pulctransport will be completed by 15 November 1995.

TRANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF - CONTRACT E 148
3330. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to contract No E 148 for the supply of navigational beacons -

(1) Which finyn was awarded the contract?
(2) What was the contract price?
(3) Which officers approved the works to be tendered?
Hon P4J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) John Holland Construction.
(2) $138013.
(3) The ad vertising of tenders for this capital works project was authorised by

the Director Marine Safety, Department of Transport.
TRANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF - CONTRACT 144

333 1. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
With regard to contract No 144 for the Dolphin enclosure redevelopment
pedestrian bridge -
(1) Which firm was awarded the contract?
(2) What was the contract price?
(3) Which officers approved the works to be tendered?
Hon EL. CHARLTON replied:
(1)-(3) The design, tender documentation and contract administration for this

project was carried out by the Department of Transport's coastal
information and engineering services business unit on a commercial basis
for a private client, namely Underwater World. Underwater World funded
the project, and has indicated that the information requested is not
available for public disclosure.

METROBUS - LEYLAND PANTIHER OMNIBUS, SALE PRICE
3332. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

What was the sale price of each of the Leyland Panther Omnibus tendered for sale
in July 1995 by MetroBus?
Hon P4J. CHARLTON replied:
In July 1995, bus 982 was sold for $6 500.
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WATER AUTHORITY - PLUMBING TESTING LABORATORY
3338. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What were the total operating costs of the Water Authority of Western
Australia's plumbing testing laboratory for 1994-95?

(2) What fees for services did the laboratory receive in 1994-95?
(3) How many businesses have used the laboratory?
(4) What plans does WAWA have to retain the laboratory?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) $212000.
(2) $142000.
(3) A total of 51 businesses used the laboratory in 1994-95 - Queensland 11,

New South Wales 13, Victoria 11, South Australia 1, Western Australia
12, overseas 3.

(4) The possibility of the laboratory being taken over by the trade
measurement unit of the Ministry of Fair Trading as a going concern is
being investigated.

WATER AUTHORITY - WATER AND SEWERAGE SERVICES DAMAGED
BY CONTRACTORS

3339. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) How many water and sewerage services have been reported damaged by

contractors carrying out work for the Water Authority of Western
Australia on projects other than the infill sewerage?

(2) Will the Minister please table their location, time they were reported, time
WAWA workers arrived, at the location and time they were fixed?

(3) Will the Minister please table the cost of effecting repairs to those
services?

(4) In which cases did WAWA incur legal costs in forcing the contractor to
reimburse it for the cost of repairs?

(5) With reference to (4), how much did each case cost WAWA?
(6) With reference to (3), what was the cost of water lost due to damage by

contractors?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular incident I will endeavour to provide the
information.

(2)-(6) Not applicable.
WATER AUTHORITY - WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT, ALBANY

Rising Main from North Road Pum~ping Station Installation Contract
3340. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Which private firm was contracted by the Water Authority of Western
Australia to install the rising main from the North Road pumping station
to the Timewell Road wastewater treatment plant in Albany?

(2) Was the work completed to the satisfaction of WAWA?
(3) Has WAWA received complaints from concerned residents regarding the

quality of the work on the Albany Highway median strip and on
Katoomba Street?
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(4) What were the problems with the work in those areas?
(5) What work did WAWA undertake to rectify the problems?
(6) What costs were incurred by WAWA?
(7) Has WAWA been charged for any other work undertaken as a result of the

problems?
(8) Has WAWA commenced legal action to recover the cost of repairs from

the contractor?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The contract was awarded to LAMAC Develo pments Pty Ltd.
(2) Yes; however, the works are still subject to a defects liability period until

early 1996 and any defects will be corrected at the contractor s expense.
(3) Yes, there have been complaints and these have been referred to the

contractor as they were received. Any complaints requiring immediate
action were temporarily remedied by the Water Authority and costs
recouped from the contractor.

(4) Mainly issues of trench subsidence and waterlogging of backfill. There
were some complaints relating to safety of excavated areas.

(5) See answer to (3) above.
(6) There have been no increases in costs that can be attributed to any

problems arising from the quality of work.
(7) No.
(8) The contracts are being administered in accordance with the general

conditions of contract NPWC edition 3 (1981) and amendments (WA),
and no situation requiring legal action has yet arisen.

WATER AUTHORITY - SEWERAGE
Contracts, San'ford Road, Albany

3341. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Which private firmn was contracted to undertake sewerage work in Sanford

Road, Albany for the Water Authority of Western Australia?
(2) Has WAWA received complaints by concerned residents regarding the

quality of this work?
(3) Has that firm complied with all aspects of the contract?
(4) Was the firm required to undertake repairs to the. verge and roads on

Sanford Road and Graham Street?
(5) Were those repairs undertaken?
(6) If not, has legal action been taken by WAWA to compel the contractor to

undertake that work?
(7) How much has it cost WAWA to rectify problems with this contract to

date?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The works were done in two stages with two separate contracts being

awarded. The first stage involving four road crossings was awarded to
LAMAC Developments Pty Ltd. The second stage of the works, the
connecting gravity sewer and one road crossing, was awarded to G. & J.
Kelly Pty Ltd.

(2) The only complaints received from residents were in relation to restoration
of bitumen paved areas. The contractor has accepted that some corrective
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work is required and action is in hand to rectify the problems. The
property owners concerned have been kept informed and are satisfied with
the action taken.

(3) Yes. The works are covered by a defects liability period until mid-1996
and any defects will be corrected at the contractor's expense. There are
some minor restoration matters outstanding. The contractor is awaiting a
hotmix paving subcontractor to do some work. The affected property
owners are aware of this and there have been no complaints.

(4) Yes, restoration of road pavements and street verges in accordance with
Water Authority specifications was required.

(5) With the exception of minor bitumen restoration all works have been
carried out in accordance with the contract. The works outstanding have
been discussed with the Water Authority and satisfactory arrangements
made; however, following the completion of the work by the contractors,
the Town of Albany reconstructed the adjacent section of Sanford Road
including substantial stormwater drainage works. The timing of the Water
Authority works was at the request of the Town of Albany.

(6) The contracts are being administered in accordance with the general
conditions of contract NPWC edition 3 (1981) and amendments (WA),
and no situation requiring legal action has yet arisen.

(7) There have been no increases in costs that can be attributed to any
problems arising from quality of work.

POLICE - CRIME STATISTICS, SOUTH WEST
3343. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Police:
(1) How many crimes were reported for the -

(a) Albany;
(b) Mt Barker,
(c) Denmark;
(d) Manjimup; and
(e) Bridgetown
police stations in 1994-95?

(2) In how many cases was alcohol identified as a factor?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

The Commissioner of Police advises -

(1) (a) 2606
(b) 177
(c) 143
(d) 289
(e) 95.

(2) This information is not recorded.
PATIENT ASSISTED TRAVEL SCHEME (PATS) -SOUTH WEST HOSPITALS

Assistance Received; Costs; Allocations
3344. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for the Environment representing the

Minister for Health:
(1) How many p atients received assistance under the patient assisted travel

scheme from each of the following hospitals for the period 1994-95 -
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(a) Albany Regional;
(b) Denmark District;
(c) Mt Barker District;
(d) Manjimup Warren District; and
(e) Bunbury Regional?

(2) What was the total cost of that assistance in 1994-95 for each hospital
listed in (1)?

(3) What was the total cost of the assistance for 1992-93 and 1993-94 for each
hospital listed in (1)?

(4) How much has been allocated to the patient assisted travel scheme for
each of the hospitals listed in (1) for 1995-96?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) (a) 1 855

(b) 523
(c) 305
(d) 2015
(e) 2 059.

(2) (a) $301 477
(b) $88 387
(c) $31 323
(d) $144794
(e) $160718

(3) 1992-93 1993-94
(a) $272213 $288259
(b) $36 100 $50 900
(c) $41 029 $60 659
(d) $103470 $109520
(e) $125299 $157342

(4) (a)-(c) $311 620 has been allocated to the Lower Great Southern Health
Service. Distribution to individual hospitals has yet to be
determined.

(d) $81 370 has been allocated to the Warren Blackwood Health
Service. Distribution to individual hospitals has yet to be
determined.

(e) $85 610.
ASBESTOS - DEATHS FROM MESOTHELIOMA, ASBESTOSIS, LUNG

CANCER

3345. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Health:
(1) In the month of June 1995, how many people died in Western Australia

from -
(a) mesothelioma;
(b) asbestosis; and
(c) lung cancer caused by asbestos exposure?

(2) How many persons in each category in (1) were occupationally exposed to
asbestos at Wittenoom?

(3) How many persons in each category in (1) were occupationally exposed to
asbestos in transporting asbestos from Wittenoom to Port Samson or in
loading asbestos at Point Samson?
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(4) How many persons in each category were environmentally exposed to
asbestos at Wittenoomn?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
The questions have been answered as completely as possible on the basis of
deaths registered in Western Australia in June 1995. A proportion of all deaths
occurring in June will have been registered in a later month, and information is as
yet unavailable.
(1) (a) There was one death in June 1995 for which the stated cause

included mesotheqoma. Many death certificates list a variety of
conditions which contributed to death, and the determination of a
single "cause", in the absence of some knowledge of a medical
history, is impracticable in many cases. This cause of death for
this single case also mentioned asbestosis.

(b) Asbestosis was mentioned as the cause of death in three cases, one
of which was the mesotheliomna case referred to in the previous
answer.

(c) There was no mention of asbestos in the cause of death
information for any case except the three referred to as including
the term "asbestosis"; none of these was said to have lung cancer.
The available information does not allow an assessment of the
cause of a fatal lung cancer in the vast majority of cases; smoking
is the most frequently mentioned cause.

(2)-(4) There is at this time no further information about the asbestos exposure
history of the persons referred to in (1). Information of this type is not
routinely recorded on death certificates, and is more commonly the subject
of detailed research on specific conditions such as malignant
mesotheliomna. Due to the considerable time which elapses between the
death of a person and the information reaching the Health Department of
WA, and the time involved in the process of reconciliation of such
information with existing data, it is unlikely that accurate answers to
questions such as these can ever be routinely available less than six
months after a death has occurred.

ASBESTOS - DEATHS FROM MESOTHELIOMA, ASBESTOSIS, LUNG
CANCER

3346. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Health:
(1) In the month of July 1995, how many people died in Western Australia

from -
(a) mesotheliomna;
(b) asbestosis; and
(c) lung cancer caused by asbestos exposure?

(2) How many persons in each category in (1) were occupationally exposed to
asbestos at Wittenoom?

() How many persons. in each category in (1) were occupationally exposed to
asbestos in transporting asbestos from Wittenoomn to Port Samson or in
loading asbestos at Point Samson?

(4) How many persons in each category were environmentally exposed to
asbestos at Wittenoom?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
The Health Department has not yet received information relating to deaths
registered in Western Australia in July 1995, so it is not possible to reliably
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answer these questions at present. In general, information about cause of death
which is collated by the Office of the Registrar General, is made available to the
Health Department two to three months after the end of a month. Details of
occupational and other exposures for cases such as malignant mesotheliomna are
not routinely available within six months of death.

POLICE - FITROY CROSSING LOCKUP
Meals Supplied to Prisoners

3349 Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many meals were supplied to prisoners confined at the Fitzroy

Crossing lockup for each month in 1988?
(2) How much was paid for the above meals for each of the months in (I)

above?
(3) To whom were each of the cheques paid in (2) above?

HonGEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

The Commissioner of Police advises -
(1) January 1 607

February 1 527
March152
April 1 939
May 1 903
June 2 449
July 2919
August 1 629
September 1103
October 1 557
November 1411
December 1 440

(2) January 5849.48
February 5558.28
March 5551.00
April 7057.96
May 6926.92
June 8914.36
July 10625.16
August 6434.55
September 4356.85
October 6150.15
November 5 573.45
December 5688.00

(1) January Sgt Shipley
February Sgt Shipley
March Sgt Shipley
April Sgt Shipley and Sgt Knapton
May Sgt Shipley and Sgt Knapton
June Sgt Shipley
July Sgt Shipley
August Sgt Shipley
September Sgt Shipley and Sgt Nicholls
October Sgt Nicholls
November Sgt Nicholls and Sgt Vick
December Sgt Vick.
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THERMALITE BRICKS - RESEARCH; MANUFACTURERS; PROBLEMS
3355. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) Is the Minister aware of any research undertaken or being undertaken on
the quality of thermalite bricks in Western Australia?

(2) If so, by whom and what research is or has been undertaken?
(3) Which companies in Western Australia manufacture thennalite bricks?
(4) Are thennalite bricks suitable for structural purposes?
(5)- Are thernialite bricks allowed to be used as structural walls in buildings

above one story?
(6) What compressive strength testing has been undertaken on thermalite

bricks by -

(a) private testing authorities; and
(b) government testing authorities?

(7) What are the main reported problems associated with thermalite bricks?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) I am aware -that thermalite bricks have been appraised by the Australian

Building Systems Council Limited, Victoria. I understand that CSIRO in
Sydney undertook an initial product evaluation and that Curtin
Consultancy Services also undertook some work on product evaluation, on
behalf of the manufacturer. I understand also that frequent tests are
undertaken in the product manufacturers' laboratories.

(3) The Buckeridge Group of Companies.
(4) The manufacturer claims that the bricks have a characteristic comprossive

strength of 3.0 megapascals, permitting structures to be built in
accordance with the AS3700 masonry code.

(5) I understand that the ABSAC technical opinion states that the bricks are
suitable for the walls of one and two storey buildings, subject to certain
conditions being fulfilled. However, the decision as to whether to allow
the bricks to be used in a particular situation rests with local authorities.

(6) (a) I am not aware of any compressive strength testing being
undertaken by any private testing authority, other than the
manufacturers' own laboratories.

(b) I understand that Curtin University undertook tests for the
manufacturer in 1992.

(7) I am advised that the main reported problems that have come before the
building disputes committee are shrinkage of the bricks arnd the associated
problems with plaster cracking that in some cases has needed extensive
repairs.

FRETTING MORTAR - RESEARCH
3356. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) Is the Minister aware of any research undertaken or being undertaken on
fretting mortar in Western Australia by -

(a) private research bodies;
(b) government research bodies; or
(c) tertiary institutions?

(2) If so, by whom and what research has been undertaken?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied.
(1)-(2) (a) The Fretting Mortar Action Group Inc is to my knowledge the only

private body undertaking research into firetting mortar.
(b) Ile Ministry of Fair Trading and the Builders Registration Board

have employed the services of the Chemistry Centre (WA) to assist
with government inquiries into the causes of fretting mortar.

(c) No.

TOW TRUCK REGULATIONS - NEW, GAZETTAL
3357. Hon REG DAVIES to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Police:
Can the Minister for Police advise when the new tow truck drivers' regulations
will be gazetted?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
It is envisaged that proposed amendments to the Road Traffic Act 1974, which
will provide for changes to the tow truck regulations 1975, will be presented for
consideration by Cabinet in the. near future. Gazettal of any new tow truck
regulations will be dependent on progress of these amendments and will be
considered as part of the Government's overall legislative program.

BUILDING DISPUTES COMMITTE - BUILDERS REGISTRATION BOARD
REPRESENTATIVES

3370. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Fair Trading:
(1) Who are the consumer representatives on the Builders Registration Board

and on the Building Disputes Committee?
(2) When were they each appointed and what were their skills or experience

that led to their appointment?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Builders Registration Board - consumer representative - Marie Louise

Matthews and Donald Doig.
Building Disputes Committee - consumer representative - Joan Milne,
Vittorio Susinetti, Ida Southall, Glenda Lewis and Sukhwant Singh.

(2) Marie Louise Matthews - appointed in June 1993. Member of and office
bearer in a number of community organisations.
Donald Doig - appointed in April 1994. Former senior public servant;
member of various institutions and councils associated with legal
administration.
Joan Milne - appointed in July 1994. Member of various university and
school associations.
Vittorio Susinetti - appointed in May 1993. Experience in management
consultancy; member of various sporting and educational associations.
Ida Southall - appointed in May 1994. Certificate in real estate
management; member of community organisations.
Glenda Lewis - appointed in May 1993. Extensive association with
consumer organisations and a consumer representative on groups set up to
review specific legislation.
Sukhwant Singh - appointed in October 1993. Experience in commercial
and community organisations; qualified legal practitioner.
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TRAVEL - MINISTER FOR LABOUR RELATIONS

Malaysia Visit £o Promote Occupational Health and Safety Services
3371. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for the Environment representing the

Minister for Labour Relations:
(1) What was the cost to the Government of the Minister for LabourRelations' visit to Malaysia in July 1995 to promote the export of private

occupational health and safety services?
(2) What changes were made by the Department of Occupational Health

Safety and Welfare of Western Australia?
(3) Where did the accreditation take place and what was the total cost to this

State of the accreditation process?
(4) How many days of DOHSWA staff time were spent in the accreditation

process and in the visit to Malaysia?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The main purpose of the mission to Malaysia was to promote "OHS

Certification Australia - International". The total cost was $8 590.
(2) The question is not clear.
(3) The accreditation took place at the Skills Development Unit, Paramount

Malaysia (1963) Sdn Bhd, Damansara. Uptown, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.
All costs associated with the accreditation were met by Paramount
Malaysia.

(4) A total of 14 working days by one officer in the accreditation process anda further two working days for the Commissioner for Occupational Health,
Safety and Welfare's subsequent visit to Malaysia.

THERMALITE BRICKS - BUILDERS REGISTRATION BOARD INQUIRY
3372. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) Has the Department of Consumer Affairs or the Builders Registration
Board been involved in any investigation of the performance of light
weight aerated concrete building blocks known as Thermalite?

(2) If yes, when did those investigations take place and what was the result of
the investigation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The Ministry of Consumer Affairs became the Ministry of Fair Trading in

1993. Yes, the Builders Registration Board.
(2) The B uilders Registration Board staff undertook an informal investigation

during 1991 following receipt of a number of complaints. Theinvestigation established that in a number of homes being built
construction was not being undertaken in accordance with the required
specification.

BUILDING DISPUTES COMMITTEE - POWER TO AWARD COSTS IN
RESPECT OF BUILDERS REGISTRATION BOARD INSPECTION

3375. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Fair Trading:
(1) Under what circumstances do the Building Disputes Committee generally

order a builder against whom an order to remedy is made to pay the
Builders Registration Board's cost of inspection?

(2) How is the cost of inspection determined?
(3) How much money has been collected in respect of such orders in the

financial years -
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(a) 1992-93;
(b) 1993-94; and
(c) 1994-95?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Section 38 of the Builders' Registration Act does not provide the Building

Disputes Committee with power to award costs in respect of an inspection
undertaken by an inspector of the board. An amendment to allow the
board to recover costs inlcurred by it in certain circumstances is proposed
by the Government.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.
SPRING WATER - ABSTRACTION LICENCES; CONTROLS

3376. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Are there any controls on the capturing of spring water in the Perth
metropolitan area for the purpose of bottling and sale?

(2) Does the Water Authority or any other Government agency keep any
records of the volume of Perth spring water taken for export or for sale
interstate?

(3) If not, why not?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) T he Perth metropolitan area is proclaimed under the Rights in Water and

Irrigation Act 1914. The Water Authority issues licences for the
abstraction of ground water for the purpose of bottling in accordance with
the RIWI Act. The Health Department is concerned with the quality and
health related aspects of bottled water.

(2) The Water Authority keeps a record of the volume of water taken in
accordance with abstraction licences.

(3) Not applicable.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT - WYNDHAM-EAST KIMBERLEY SHIRE, LIBRARY

RESERVE FUNDS USED FOR OTHER CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAMS

3378. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the- Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Local Government:
Would the Minister for Local Government give an assurance that he will take no
decision in reference to representations from the Wyndham/East Kimberley Shire
to utilise the Library Reserve Funds for other capital works programs until such
time as the electors of the shire have had an opportunity to petition the Minister?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following response -

Under section 528(2)(d) of the Local Government Act, councils seeking to utilise
reserve funds for a purpose other than for which they were established must
submit a request for the authorisation by notice in writing to -

(i) a meeting of its electors convened by the notice whose decision is final; or

(ii) in the event of fewer than 20 electors being present at a meeting so
convened, to the Minister.

The shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley complied with these requirements by
twice advertising in the Kimberley Echo on 3 and 10 August for a special meeting
of electors at the Wyndham council chambers on Thursday, 17 August 1995.
Fewer than 20 electors were present at the meeting, so the council declared that
the request for authorisation be made direct to the Minister. I have no reason to
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decline the shire's request as they have followed the requirements of the Local
Government Act on this matter and gave electors the opportunity to refuse the
request. Furthermore, there is little point in retaining the funds in the library
reserve fund, when construction of the library for which the funds were reserved
was completed over two years ago and the council now has other urgent capital
works projects to fund.

WATER AUTHORITY - GREAT SOUTHERN REGION
FTEs Employment

3379. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) How many FTES are employed in the Great Southern Region of the

Western Australian Water Authority?
(2) Has a decision been made to reduce the number of FTES in the region by

20?
(3) From which depots will those 20 FTES be drawn?
(4) What was the reason for the reduction of 20 FTES?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) 136.
(2) No. The region has a current FTE target of 126 by 1 January 1996.
(3) At this stage actual positions have not been identified although it is

anticipated they will be spread evenly across the region's main work
centres of Albany, Narrogin, Katanning and Lake Grace.

(4) The region is currently developing a work force plan to ensure better
alignment between future organisational needs and employee
expectations. Through this process it is believed that sufficient FTEs will
be identified that will become surplus as a result of increased productivity
and process redesign. It is believed that the target should be able to be
achieved through natural attrition and voluntary severance.

NURSING HOMES - SPENCER LODGE, ALBANY.
Residents; Employees

3381. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Health:
(1) On average, how many people were resident at Spencer Lodge, Albany for

the years -

(a) 1991;
(b) 1992;
(c) 1993; and
(d) 1994?

(2) How many people are resident at Spencer Lodge now?
(3) What were full time employee levels at Spencer Lodge in each of the

years -

(a) 1991;
(b) 1992;
(c) 1993; and
(d) 1994?

(4) How many people are currently employed at Spencer Lodge?
(5) Has a decision -been made to reduce the staff numbers by a further 4.5

FTES?
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(6) What were the reasons for this decision?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) (a) 1991-92 40

(b) 1992-93 44.1
(c) 1993-94 45
(d) 1994-95 46.3

(2) 46
(3) (a) 1991-92 Figures not available

(b) 1992-93 43.52 FTE
(c) 1993-94 43.56 FTE
(d) 1994-95 41.46 FT7E

(4) 41.27 FTE.
(5)-(6) Commonwealth funding to State Government nursing homes as from

1 July 1995 is now being calculated on the same basis as that which
applies to the private sector nursing homes. This funding, known as
CAWSAM, requires strict adherence to commonwealth outcome
standards and sets the financial limits applying to operation of the nursing
home. Given this, it is envisaged that staffing reductions will be made;
however, no quantum has yet been agreed. The reductions will be made
in consultation with the staff of the nursing home.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT - FLEET MANAGEMENT; VEHICLES

3382. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Health:
(1) Which company, or who, is responsible for the management of the Health

Department of Western Australia vehicle fleet?

(2) How many vehicles are included. in the fleet?

(3) How many vehicles are housed at country depots?

(4) What is the schedule of changes for the management of each specific type
of vehicle including licensed ride on mowers and trailers?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) NBM Fleetcare was awarded the tender to provide fleet management

services for Western Australian Health Department passenger and light
commercial vehicles.

(2) The fleet currently being managed by NBM Fleetcare comprises 973
passenger vehicles, 272 light commercial vehicles, and 139 items of plant.

(3) There are 496 passenger vehicles, 154 light commercial vehicles, and
61 items of plant located at country depots.

(4) A management fee of $15 per month is standard for all types of vehicles.
A management fee of $5 per month is standard for all trailers and
caravans. No management fee is being charged for the remaining items of
plant.

WATER AUTHORITY - BARDI COMMUNITY, ONE ARM POINT, WATER
SUPPLY

3386. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Has the Minister been made aware by his office or department of the
difficulties associated with the supply of water to the Bardi Community at
One Arm Point?

(2) If not, will the Minister take the opportunity to obtain a briefing on this
issue?
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(3) Following that briefing, will the Minister advise what steps the State
Government will take to ensure a healthy and reliable water supply for this
community?

(4) Can the Minister advise what cost has been involved in replacing corroded
water pipes throughout the community, school and other areas at One Anm
Point since 1992?

(5) Can the Minister advise whether it is feasible for the water to be treated at
source in such a way as to prevent the current ongoing corrosion of the
water pipes at One Aim Point?

(6) If so, at what cost could this treatment be put in place?
(7) Is the State Government prepared to take such steps as are necessary as

will ensure that the people of One Arm Point have a healthy and reliable
water supply?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The Minister has been briefed on the issue.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) In November 1994 engineering consultants Sinclair Knight reviewed the

Bardi water supply and recommended a five year program at a cost of
$1.142m to upgrade the bores, transfer pumps, collector main and tanks.
The short term recommendation was for the immediate upgrade of the
critical aspects of the system at a cost of $598 000. Funding of $281 000
has been provided through the commonwealth/state grants program for
1995-96. In addition, ATSIC's health improvement priority program has
allocated about $4m for an upgrade of infrastructure in 1995-96. This
program is not being managed by the Water Authority.

(4) The Water Authority operates as a contractor to the Aboriginal Affairs
Department and ATSIC to provide capital and maintenance services to
Aboriginal communities. The Water Authority has spent $180 000 since
1992 on maintenance at Bardi but is not able to identify that portion used
to repair corroded main pipes. As it is the responsibility of the Bardi
community to maintain internal pipe work, the Water Authority is not
aware of the community's expenditure on maintaining this plumbing.

(5) Although it is feasible, it is generally considered preferable to use inert
material for pipe work to mitigate the effects of low pH, rather than
adding chemicals to the water. The HIPP may facilitate the upgrade of the
internal pipe work to overcome the corrosion problem. All water mains at
the Bardi community are constructed of non-corrosive materials such as
PVC plastic. The water quality complies with the National Health and
Medical Research Council health related guidelines. However, water at
Bardi has a low pH level (4.7), which would contribute to the corrosion
problems.

(6) The cost would involve replacing all internal pipe work to PVC plastic
which is the responsibility of the property owner. The Water Authority is
charged with constructing and maintaining water mains only.

(7) In accordance with the recommendations of the report on Aboriginal
social justice, the State Government established a working party of chief
executive officers, chaired by Dr Kim Hames MLA, to review the
provision of essential services to Aboriginal communities. One issue
considered by this working party was the provision of water related
services to Aboriginal communities. The report of the working party is
currently being finalised and will contain recommendations aimed at
ensuring the provision of a healthy and reliable water supply to major
Aboriginal communities throughout Western Australia. The report will be
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submitted to Cabinet for a decision on future arrangements to ensure the
provision of a healthy and reliable water supply to major Aboriginal
communities throughout Western Australia.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES,
DAMPIERLAND PENINSULA, FUNDING

3387. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Education representing the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) What financial support is allocated to the Aboriginal communities of the

Daxnpierland Peninsula through the Budget of the State Aboriginal'Affairs
Department for 1995-96?

(2) Would the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs provide details of which
communities receive what funding under which programs?

(3) What funds are to be allocated to which Aboriginal communities by way
of support for the community by-laws and wardens' program?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has provided the following reply -

(1) In 1995-96 funds of $210 000 have been allocated within the Aboriginal
Affairs Department budget to assist Aboriginal wardens in the operation
of the by-laws which operate under the Aboriginal Communities Act
1979. Bardi and Beagle Bay on the Dampierland Peninsula, along with
six other communities in the Kimberley, are pilot communities for the
initiative.

(2) This is to be determined in negotiation with communities.
(3) See (1)-(2) above.
GREENBUSHES - WATER SUPPLY, LITHIUM LEVELS ASSESSMENT

Gwalia Consolidated Ltd Mine Operations
3389. Hon I.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment representing the Minister

for Health:
I refer the Minister to the Gwalia Consolidated Ltd mine in Greenbushes -

(1) Can the Minister confirm that long term, low level, non-lethal ingestion of
lithium, via the town* water supply, will not have toxic effects on
Greenbushes residents and/or their future offspring?

(2) Can the Minister guarantee that lithium levels in the Greenbushes town
water supply will not greatly increase with the commencement of
operations by Gwalia Consolidated Ltd's lithium carbonate plant?

(3) Can the Minister also guarantee that lithium levels in the Greenbushes
town water supply will not gradually increase with the commencement of
operations by Gwalia Consolidated Ltd's lithium carbonate plant?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes. The Health Department has assessed levels of lithium present in the

town water supply at Greenbushes and has concluded that the present
levels do not pose a health risk to the residents or their offspring.

(2)-(3) The Minister for Health understands that the water supply will continue to
be monitored for lithium by the Water Authority to ensure that the water
supply remains safe. The Minister for Health is not in a position to
comment on the operations of Gwalia Consolidated Ltd.

GWALIA CONSOLIDATED LTD - GREENBUSHES, COMPENSATION
3390. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Mines:

In relation to the Gwalia Consolidated Ltd Mine in Greenbushes -
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(1) Can the Minister confirm that Gwalia Consolidated Ltd, or any other
contracting company, are paying community members in the town of
Greenbushes $50 per week compensation?

(2) If so, is this compensation for -
(a) noise;
(b) dust nuisance;
(c) health effects;
(d) property damage; and
(e) other?

(3) What monitoring and research programs are being carried out in the town
of Greenbushes to assess the levels of dust and silica in order to avoid a
possible community health disaster similar to that at Wittenoom?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) I am advised that Gwalia Consolidated Ltd has arranged with the residents

on properties located in close proximity to the open pit boundary to vacate
their houses for a brief interval during open pit blasting. I am further
advised that to compensate these residents for this inconvenience a sum of
money is paid to these residents only on a monthly basis. At present this
involves only one resident and the primary school.

(2) (a)-(d) No.
(e) See answer to (1).

(3) 1 am advised that surveys for atmospheric dust volumes and radionuclide
levels have been conducted using high volume samplers in the township
by both the Department of Minerals and Energy and the company.

LAKE CHINOCUP - GYPSUM MINING PROPOSAL
3391. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has the Minister made a decision on the Lake Chinocup matter?
(2) If yes, what is his decision and reason for the decision?
(3) If no, when does the Minister anticipate making a decision?
(4) Is the Minister aware of the low percentage of gypsum responsive soils in

the catchment?
(5) Is the Minister also aware of the need for catchment planning in the area?
(6) Will the Minister ensure that the relevant Government departments direct

adequate resources into handling the area of catchment planning?
(7) If yes, how will this occur?
(8) If not, how is it intended that this problem will be resolved?
(9) Is the Minister taking any action to review available sources of gypsum?
(10) If yes, what action?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(8) 1 am presently reviewing all the information in relation to the Lake

Chinocup gypsum mining proposal, including catchment management
planning needs to save the Lake Chinocup nature reserve from rising
ground water, and I hope to determine appeals and make an announcement
shortly.

(9)-(10)
An interdepartmental working group is preparing a proposal for a review
of gypsum sources and a strategy for their release.
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KALGOORLIE - SULPHUR DIOXIDE. NTRMOGEN OXIDE, AIR EMISSIONS
3392. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What estimates of the total annual amount of kuiphur dioxide emitted in
tonnes per year from sources in the Kalgoorlie area are available to the
Department of Environmental Protection?

(2) Which of these does the DEP utilise, and which is the most scientifically
accurate and/or valid measurement?

(3) What is the total amount of sulphur dioxide in tonnes per year emitted
from sources in the Kalgoorlie area?

(4) What amounts of nitrogen oxides are emitted in Kalgoorlie?
(5) What sources are they emitted from, and at what amount per source are

they emitted?
(6) For the following minerals, what is the mass balance (or, failing this

measure, other measurement) emitted from sources in the Kalgoorlie
regionof -
(a) arsenic;
(b nickel; and
(c) mercury?

(7) If reliable estimates are not available for any of the above questions, why
not?

(8) What other pollutants are being emitted from sources in the Kalgoorlie
area?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(3) Data in the form requested is not available without an excessive allocation

of resources to analyse detailed operations information. Premises emitting
sulphur dioxide in Kalgoorlie are not managed by emissions limitations
but rather by the maintenance of acceptable and ambient levels in
residential areas.

M4-05) Unknown.
(6)-(7) (a) Arsenic Kalgoorlie nickel smelter %NPS-) 1.32mg/rn3

Gidgi Roaster (GR) .2mg/rn .
Kanowna Bell (IS) ).47mg/rn (mass 32gm/hr)

(b) Nickel KNS 18.35mg/rn
(c) Mercury KNS below det~ctable levels

KB .0007mg/rn (mass .O5gmlhr)
(8) The following information is available on air emissions in the Kalgoorlie

area -

KNS Cadmium 1.499gg/m3
Lead 8.99mg/rn 3
Vanadium .03mg/rn

KB Lead <.004mg/in 3 (Masi <25&/hr)
Vanadium <.0009mg/ 9 (mass <.063g/hr)
Cadmium <.0009mg/in (mass <.06g/hr)

ALINTAGAS - DAMPIER-BUNBURY NATURAL GAS PIPELINE
Gas Consumers

3393. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Energy:
With respect to the Dampier-Bunbury nataral gas pipeline -
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(1) Have any new consumers, or expansions by existing consumers, involving
more than 1 000 Ti a year taken advantage of the deregulation of the
Dampier-Bunbury gas pipeline in 1996?

(2) In the six months to 30 June 1995 how many gas consumers took natural
gas directly, or indirectly through AlintaGas, at a rate equivalent to
1 000 Ti per year or more through single metered connection?

(3) Who were those consumers?
(4) What proportion of total gas throughput did they account for?
(5) In the six months to 30 June 1995 how many consumers took natural gas

directly, or indirectly through AlintaGas, at a rate equivalent to 500 Ti per
,year or more through a single metered connection?

(6) Who were those consumers?
(7) What proportion of total gas throughput did they account for?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Energy has provided the following reply -
AlintaGas' transmission business is responsible for transporting gas in the
Dampier to Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline - DBNGP - and information is
available about its operations. AlintaGas' other business is responsible for selling
gas to all tariff customers and some - not all - contract gas consumers in Western
Australia. Information about AlintaGas' contract customers is generally
commercially confidential, while information about other gas consumers is not
necessarily available to AlintaGas. In the six months to 30 June 1995, six
shippers had gas transported in the DBNGP. They were -

North West Shelf Gas Pty Ltd
Pilbara Energy Pty Ltd
Alcoa of Australia Ltd
WAPET
Western Power
AlintaGas.

AlintaGas believes that in the six month period ending 30 June 1995 about 20 gas
consumers took gas at a rate greater than 500 Ti/annum, representing about
88 per cent of the market.

GOLD - PRODUCTION FIGURES; ROYALTY
3395. Hon i.A. SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Resources Development:
(1) Was the Minister for Resources Development reported correctly in the

Kalgoorlie Miner of 1 August 1995 where he was quoted as saying that
the gold producers of Western Australia collectively produce $33b worth
of gold?

(2) If no -
(a) what is the correct figure; and
(b) what revenues would be likely to accrue from a resources tax on

gold?
(3) What proportion of the profits from gold mining industries in Western

Australia accrue to overseas as opposed to Australian interests?
(4) What concrete steps is the Government taking to implement a resources

tax on gold to bring it in line with other minerals?
(5) If none, why is the Government not planning to implement a resources tax

on gold to facilitate the lowering of payroll tax, given that the Government
has indicated a desire to significantly lower payroll tax?
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Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Resources Development has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
() (a) The value of Western Australan gold production for the 1994

calendar year was approximately $3.3b.
(b) The revenue likely to accrue from a gold royalty would depend on

the value of gold produced, the royalty system, the royalty rate,
and the exemption level.

(3) The ownership share of Western Australian gold production is about
80 per cent to Australian and 20 per cent to overseas companies and
shareholders. Thie precise proportion of profits from Western Australian
gold production that accrue to overseas interests is unknown.

(4) None.
(5) Because the Government has promised not to remove the gold royalty

exemption during its current termn.
POLICE - EUCLA CASE

3401. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House .representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is it correct that during the interviews with Constable P. Johnson a

statement was taken on the first day?
(2) If yes, why were further interviews necessary and why was a further

statement not obtained?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -
The Commissioner of Police has advised that -

(1) Yes.
(2) Two further short interviews were conducted to clarify some aspects of the

investigation. No statement was required at that time.
POLICE - EUCLA CASE

3405. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) Why was the Thickbroom and Greay report commissioned?
(2) Why was there no action taken on the report submitted by Greay?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -
The Commissioner of Police has advised that -
(1) A letter of complaint was received from a solicitor acting for the police

officers under investigation.
(2) No recommendations were made in the report.

POLICE - EUCLA CASE
3406. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Police:
(1) Did Commander Lippe of the Internal Investigations branch conduct an

investigation on behalf of the Ombudsman into the allegations made by
Ms Hill against Inspector Chilvers?

(2) During this investigation was Ms Hill interviewed by Commander Lippe?
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(3) On what date did this interview occur?
(4) Was Inspector Chilvers; interviewed by Commander Lippe?
(5) On what date did this interview occur?
(6) What other witnesses were interviewed, and on what dates were they

interviewed?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

The Commissioner of Police has advised that -

(1)-(2) Yes.
(3) 19 November 1991 and 16 December 1991.
(4) Yes.
(5) 12 December 199 1.
(6) Inspector Robson, 27 November 1991.

POLICE - EUCLA CASE
3407. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Police:
In respect of the Eucla case -
(1) Was Constable P. Johnson given three months special leave in 1990.91?
(2) How was this leave designated?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the, following reply -

The Commissioner of Police has advised that -
(1) No.
(2) Sick leave and annual leave.

POLICE - EUCLA CASE
3408. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Police:
In respect of the Eucla case -

(1) What caused the internal investigation held into the actions of Acting
Inspector Littlefair in relation to the arrest of Mr Grinevicious?

(2) If this was the result of a complaint, what Was the complaint and who
made the complaint?

(3) When was this internal investigation held?
(4) What was the resul t of this investigation?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

The Commissioner of Police has advised that -
(1) A police report dated 13 February 1994 submitted by Sergeant K..G.

Hutchinson.
(2) Sergeant Hutchinson reported on the conduct of Acting Inspector Uittlefir

following the latter's investigation into another complaint involving Mr
Grinevicious.

(3) A report was completed on 15 June 1994.
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(4) No action recommended.
.POLICE - EUCLA CASE

3409. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:
In respect of the Eucla case -

(1) For what purpose was a senior police officer sent out on the Eyre highway
in 1990-91 to speak to roadhouse staff who had been in contact with
Inspector Chilvers?

(2) What was this officer's name, and did he apologise to several people for
Inspector Chilver's manner?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

The Commissioner of Police has advised that -

(1) The former Commissioner of Police requested a senior officer to attend at
Eucla; the purpose of the visit is unknown.

(2) Commander Smith is now retired. It is not known who he spoke to or if
apologies were conveyed.

POLICE - EUCLA CASE
3412. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Police:
In respect to the Eucla case -

(1) Why were two differing statements taken from Mr Cummings on
25 September 1990 by New South Wales internal investigators?

(2) Do both of these statements still exist?
(3) If so, who has possession of these statements and where are they kept?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

The Commissioner of Police has advised that -
(1) Two statements covering two separate issues were required and obtained.
(2) Thbe statements were provided to the Director of Public Prosecutions.
(3) This is a matter for the Director of Public Prosecutions and the question

should be directed to the Attorney General.
WATER AUTHORITY - INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE. ADVERTISING COSTS

Advertising Allocanion
3427. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What was the cost to the taxpayer of the advertising campaign that
included a full page advertisement in The West Australian on 14 July 1995
from the Water Authority in reference to industrial action?

(2) What are the details of these costs?
(3) What did WAWA spend on advertising and promotional campaigns in

1994-95?
(4) How much has WAWA allocated to be spent on advertising and

promotional campaigns for 1995-96?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) There was no advertising campaign. Two full page advertisements were

placed in The West Austiralian at a cost to the Water Authority of $11 821.
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(2) The cost details are: Advertising agency costs - design, layout, typesetting
and placement, $1 325; media costs - The West Australian, $10 496.

(3) The Water Authority spent $1 006 198 on all advertising in 1994-95. This
includes advertising for jobs, public notices - road closures, new works
such as infill sewerage projects, interruptions to supply, auctions, etc -
contracts, and public information advertising - summer waterwise
campaign.

(4) The allocation for advertising in 1995-96 is not yet available as the budget
details for the authority are not yet finalised.

"PERTH'S WATER FUTURE" - PRINTING COST
3429. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Who printed the document "Perth's Water Future (A vision for the water
supply of Perth and Mandurah to 2050)"?

(2) What was the total cost of the document?
(3) What was the cost of the distribution of the document?
(4) To whom was the document distributed?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Picton Press.
(2) $13710.
(3) $790.
(4) All MLAs and MLCs; selected state government departments; selected

local government areas; selected local libraries; conservation groups, local
interest groups and individuals; media; study consultants.

"PERTH'S WATER FUTURE" - PRINTING COST
3430. Hon N.D. GRIFFTHS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Who printed the document "Perth's Water Future (A Water Supply
Strategy for Perth and Mandurah Overview)"?

(2) What was the total cost of the document?

(3) What was the cost of the distribution of the document?

(4) To whom was the document distributed?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Cover by Picton Press and inside pages by Best Copy Service.

(2) $1 300.
(3) $790.
(4) All MLAs and MLCs; selected state government departments; selected

local government areas; selected local libraries; conservation groups, local
interest groups and individuals; media; study consultants.

OFFICE SPACE - OCCUPIED BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

3434. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Government:

(1) What square meterage of office space is currently occupied by the
Minister's department or agency?

(2) How much of this space is -
(a) owned; and
(b) leased,
by your department or agency?
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(3) What is the total cost per annumn of the leased office space?
(4) Can the Government provide details of the office space leased, with

location, size and rental cost?
(5) What other space or premises are occupied by the department or agency

other than office space?
(6) What is the size of these areas in part (5) above?
(7) Can the Government list and give details (including size and cost) of any

office space or other premises which have been allocated to your
department or agency or for which they are responsible and which are
currently not occupied?

(8) Can the Government provide details of why these offices or premises are
not occupied?

(9) Can the Government provide a comparison of the amount and size of
office space to be utilised by your department or agency in 1995-96 in
comparison to 1994-95?

(10) What number of FTES were/are allocated to your department or agency
for -
(a) 1994-95; and
(b) 1995-96?

(11) What funds have been allocated for your department or agency to acquire
property in 1995-96?

(12) What property is to be acquired through this allocation?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
This question would require considerable resources to answer which I am not
prepared to allocate. If the member has a specific question about office space I
will endeavour to provide a response.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES - HAMES COMMM1TE REPORT
3435. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Education representing the Minister

for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Has the Haines committee report been presented to the State Government

yet?
(2) If not, why not?
(3) If yes, will the State Government release the report?
(4) If not, why not?
(5) If yes to (3) above, when will the report be released?
(6) Has the Government considered the report?
(7) If yes, which recommendations of the report will be implemented?
(8) If not, when will the Government decide upon what recommendations of

the Haines report will be implemented?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has provided the following reply -

(l)-(8) The report of the Chief Executive Officer Working Party on Essential
Services, chaired by Dr Kim Haines MLA, has been presented to me. I
have circulated the report to my ministerial colleagues prior to its formal
submission to state Cabinet. Following the receipt of comments from
Ministers, the public release and implementation of the report will be
considered by Cabinet.
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HOSPITALS - HARVEY; YARLOOP
Staffing Arrangements under Privatised Management

3437. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Health:
In relation to the staffing arrangements under the privatised management at
Harvey and Yarloop Hospitals -

(1) Will the current staff be guaranteed employment under the new
management?

(2) If no, what arrangements are being put in place for the future employment
of these staff'?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes, the three full time clerical staff at the Harvey and Yarloop Hospitals

have met with the private contractor and all parties have reached an
amicable agreement. In addition, the contractor has offered any relieving
work to the two casual workers, one whose casual term of employment
had expired and the other whose term expires in approximately one
month.

(2) Not applicable.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CLEANING AND GARDENING SERVICES,

BUDGET ALLOCATION
3494. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) What was the budgeted allocation for cleaning and gardening in 1994-95
and 1995-96 in the Education Department?

(2) What has been the cost of administering and overseeing cleaning and
gardening services in the 1994-95 and 1995-96 Education Department's
budget?

Hon NYF. MOORE replied:
(1) 1994-95 $51 829 500

1995-96 $58 436 500
(2) 1994-95 $1 260 000

1995-96 $1 281 800
SCHOOLS - RATIONALISATION

City Beach; West Morley Primary
35 16. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that the Education Department staff have
complied with policy for school rationalisation in respect to City Beach and
West Morley Primary Schools?

(2) Further, will the Minister confirm that Education Department staff have on
all occasions only met with the School or Area Consultative Committees,
and not with individuals from those committees or schools involved, in an
attempt to circumvent the wishes of the majority of parents and/or people
on those committees?

Hon NY. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes, to my knowledge.
(2) Education Department staff have only met with representatives from

committees or schools on an individual basis where those individuals have
been instructed to workc on specific areas of the process by their school or
committee. There has been no attempt by staff to circumvent the wishes
of the parents or committees.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

POLICE - SMITH, WAYDE, RECORDS ON COMPLAINT FROM JUDITH
TREBY REGARDING ALLEGED FRAUD COMMITTED BY KEN KING

602. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Leader of dhe House representing the Minister
for Police:
(1) Are there records within the Police Department of Wayde Smith receiving

a complaint in 1989 or 1990 from Judith Treby regarding an allegedly
fraudulent business dealing of accountant Ken King in his dealings with
Australia Wide Publications and Media?

(2) If so, do these reveal why no investigation followed this complaint?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for Police has
provided the following response -

I am advised by the Commissioner of Police that the department is experiencing
difficulties retrieving this information. Therefore, I ask that the member put the
question on notice and I will endeavour to provide a response.

AIRPORTS - NOWERGUP SITE PROPOSAL
603. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Minister's statement to Richard Utting on ABC Radio on Tuesday,
30 August. In response to the question, "Has the Government finally decided that
Nowergup is the appropriate location for the next general aviation airport?", the
Minister stated -

Well obviously the current Jandakot Airport is fully utilised to the point
where there has to be another site identified. It's been through a long
process of evaluating a number of options and there has been community
consultation and a whole range of you know input that's given everyone
an opportunity to have their say and that's why the site has been identified
has been selected.

(1) What was the process of evaluation?
(2) What was the process of community consultation?
(3) What community groups were consulted?
(4) Is Nowergup the site that has now been selected?
(5) What other sites were evaluated?
Hon El. CHARLTON replied:
I would like to answer in detail, so I will make the information available in
writing. However, I will make a couple of comments now. The point about the
current and future use of Jandakot Airport is extreme. It is also part of the
Federal Airports Corporation's decision to sell. Obviously some problems are
assocaed with its future use as a general airport, and people want to know the
long term situation. As to. identifying other sites, I think - but I may stand
corrected - five options were considered with the assistance of the consultants and
a process of community consultation. I will provide information regarding which
groups were consulted.
A number of issues were raised during the process including accessibility to the
city and access for transport, as well as noise problems and interaction with
Pearce air base. All these matters were taken into account. The decision on the
recommended site was made in consideration of those assessments. I will make
available to the member the information regarding how the conclusion was
reached.
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WANNEROO CITY COUNCIL - FEDERAL TAX LAWS, BREACH CONCERN
604. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is heAttorneysGeneral concerned that there may have been a breach of
fdrltaxlaw by virtue of former members of Wanneroo City Council

having received corrupt and illegal payments?
(2) Will the Western Australian police provide all relevant information to

federal authorities for a possible investigation into breaches of
commonwealth taxation laws?

Hon PETER FOSS replied.
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Attorney General has
provided the following reply -
(1)-(2) Administration and enforcement of federal tax laws is the responsibility of

federal government authorities. In any event, the member's question is
predicated in part (1) upon an assumption as to the facts, and I refer the
member to Standing Order No 140.

WANNEROO CITY COUNCIL - COMMISSION OF INQUIRY
605. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) Given the fact that two more government members, Ross Ainsworth and
Max Trenorden, have now called for an inquiry into Wanneroo Inc, will
the Government recognise that a commission of inquiry needs to be
established immediately to investigate the widespread corruption that
existed at the Wanneroo Council?

(2) If no, why not?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Premier has provided
the following reply -

(1)-(2) Cabinet discussed the matter of a further inquiry on Monday and decided
that a second inquiry into the matter would be irresponsible while
prosecutions are still possible and the police are continuing their
investigations..

WANNEROO CITY COUNCIL - COMMISSION OF INQUIRY
606. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier

(1) Is the Premier aware that at the time of setting up the Royal Commission
into Commercial Activities of Government and Other Matters police
inquires were still being conducted as a result of evidence given at the
McCusker inquiry?

(2) If yes, can the Premier explain why ongoing police investigations, which
resulted from the Kyle inquiry into the activities of the Wannervo City
Council, would be jeopardised by the establishment of a commission of

inur into the council and how this differs from previous similar
stains?

(3) At what point will the Premier be prepared to established a commission of
inquiry?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I than the member for some notice of this question. The Premier has provided
the following reply -
(1) No. I have been advised that this was not a matter on the public record.

(2) Not applicable.
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(3) Cabinet has decided that a second inquiry would be irresponsible while
prosecutions are still possible and the police are continuing their
investigations.

SOLOMON, PAUL - TREASURY, DEPARTMENT OF, EMPLOYMENT
60Y7. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

I refer to question on notice 3141 on 15 June 1995.
(1) When and from whom did MW Ray Hughes, the then Acting Under

Treasurer, formally request the formation of a position for Mr Paul
Solomon as manager of bad debts?

(2) Did Mr Hughes specifically ask for Mr Solomon to fill this position?
(3) Which Ministers were informed of Mr Hughes' request, and on what dates

were they informed?
(4) Will the Minister table Mr Hughes' request and all other relevant

documents and correspondence?
(5) Do acting chief executive officers have the authority to request the

redeployment of personnel from other government departments?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Premier has provided
the following reply -
(1) No formalities were undertak en pending a formal response from

Mr Solomon as to whether he was interested in a position with Treasury.
(2) Mr Hughes specifically discussed with Mr Solomon the possibilities of his

working with Treasury.
(3)-(4) Not applicable.
(5) Yes.

WANNEROO CITY COUNCIL - KYLE INQUIRY
608. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

Given that two of the main figures involved in Wanneroo Inc have served, or are
currently serving, gaol sentences since the Kyle inquiry as a result of their
activities while councillors on Wanneroo City Council, and given that neither of
the men was available for questioning by Peter Kyle QC during the period of the
Kyle inquiry, does the Premier believe that the Kyle inquiry had the opportunity
to carry out a thorough investigation or does he now believe, as does Mr Kyle,
that the inquiry only touched the tip of the iceberg?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question, to which the Premier has
provided the following reply. There has already been an inquiry into the
Wanneroo council, which had powers similar to those of a royal commission.
The~ inur Ieuted in a number of successful prosecutions including the people
referred to in the question. Further police investigations are continuing. Mr Kyle
has stated that an inquiry into straight corruption might be more appropriately
carried out by the police or the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS - REPORT
609. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Labour

Relations:
(1) When does the inister for Labour Relations propose to make public the

report on workplace agreements which his department provided to him
and which was paid for by funds held by the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of Western Australia?
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(2) Has the Minister for Labour Relations provided a copy of that report or
any information on that report to the Federal Opposition?

(3) If yes, why was such information not made available at the same time to
this Parliament?

(4) Did the Department of Occupational Safety and Health approach the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry to commission the report?

(5) If yes, why did the department not commission the report on its own
behalf?

(6) What involvement has the department had in providing the report?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) The Minister for Labour Relations has not yet decided.
(2)-(3) No.
(4)-(5) The Department of Productivity and Labour Relations approached the

Chamber of Commerce and Industry regarding funds allocated to it as a
productivity grant by the former Government which had not been utilised.
The chamber of commerce and the department agreed to utilise these
funds to commission the report.

(6) DOPLAR was a member of the steering committee which provided input
to the researchers.

TAFE - COUNSELLORS, POSITIONS ABOLISHED; FUTURE EMPLOYMENT
610. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

Will the full time lecturers currently employed within technical and further
education, whose positions are to be contracted out, be redeployed within the
Public Service if they are unsuccessful in obtaining positions within the new
TAFE structure?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I presume the member is talking about the counsellors in TAFE, whose positions
have ceased. Those people will be given the opportunity to apply for positions of
a similar nature within government. In the event that positions are not available,
they will be eligible for redeployment throughout the government sector and
within TAFE. If positions are not available, they will be able to access all the
other benefits for people whose jobs are declared redundant.

CALM - PUBLICLY FUNDED RESEARCH
611. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:

I refer the Minister to an article entitled "Row erupts over CALM timber role" on
page 7 of The West Australian on 5 September 1995 and ask -
(1) Is it correct that publicly funded research has been handed over by the

Department of Conservation and Land Management to overseas
companies while at the same time limiting local companies' access to
those research results?

(2) Can the Minister identify which research has been given to which
international companies, and the amount that has been paid for that
research?

(3) Who was responsible for handing over that information?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Publicly funded research is made available via the usual methods of
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disseminating such information; for example, scientific journals, technical
reports, seminars and field days. The application of some techniques
stemming from such research, for example site evaluation, is available
from CALM but at commercial rates.

(2) CALM applies its research findings in the management of plantations on
behalf of the State Government and the private companies for which it
acts as agent.

(3) See (1) and (2).
BUILDING DISPUTES COMM=1TE - FEES

612. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Fair Trading:
In the Minister's recent statement on changes to the Builders Registration Board
and the Building Disputes Committee, he indicated that home buyers wishing to
have a matter heard before the Building Disputes Committee would be required to
pay a fee. Can the Minister advise the level of fee being considered and, in
particular, whether there is any possibility that the fee may be as high as $200?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
Yes.

LAND - SWAN LOCATION 12476, LEASE ISSUED
613. Hon MURIEL PAlTIERSON to the Minister for Lands:

Has a lease been issued for a portion of Swan location 12476; if so, when was the
lease issued?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I am able to advise that Crown lease No 531/1995 incorporating special lease
3116/11590 was issued by the Land Titles Division on 29 August 1995. It is
anticipated that the lessee will comply with the conditions of the lease as outlined
in the letter of the Minister for Planning dated 10 July 1993.

WESTRAIL - SECURITY AND CUSTOMER SERVICE POSITONS
614. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Transport:

In The West Australian on 19 August 1995 the Government called for tenders for
the provision of security and customer services at the Perth urban railway station.
I ask -
(1) Do the tender documents specify, recommend or seek detail of the

industrial relations structure to be used by the tenderer?
(2) What does Westrail intend to do with the 19 recruits engaged under

workplace agreements currently undergoing training to become security
and customer service officers?

(3) What does Westrail intend to do with the 30-plus officers who were
promised security and customer positions but who refused to sign
workplace agreements?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) No.
(2) Westratil intends to employ the recruits in a security and customer service

function.
(3) No commitment was given on security and customer service positions, and

workplace agreements were never offered. However, it was agreed in the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission that Westrail would consider
proposals for providing security work for persons who are, or are eligible
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to be, members of the Australian Services Union, existing employees and
employed in the security area. Westrail is awaiting proposals from the
union before a decision is made.
Each time any issue regarding this matter arises, there will be increased
security on the passenger train service. It will be increased substantially
and forthwith. Most importantly, the safety of the passengers will not be
compromised. Every day I get examples of this horrendous problem that
has beset the travelling community as a consequence of the irresponsible
element that is parading around the place. I recommend that members
opposite take an interest in the security of the passengers, rather than the
position of the union.

TAPE - COUNSELLING SERVICES, CHANGES
615. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to the sacking last week of technical and further education
counsellors, or the abolition of their positions, can the Minister advise -

(1) Will students who request counselling services from the contract provider
have to pay for those services?

(2) What will be the position of TAPE if an overseas country accuses TAFE
of misleading its citizens because counselling services that were
advertised are not available?

(3) Will TAFE be able to progress on the path towards autonomy if it does not
provide counselling services on site?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(3) 1 ask the member to provide me with a copy of the question so that I can

obtain details in answer to all of the hypothetical scenarios portrayed.
Hon John Halden: It is a real scenario.
Hon N.F. MOORE: It is hypothetical.
The PRESIDENT: Order! It is verging on the hypothetical and almost seeking a
legal opinion.
Hon N.F. MOORE: I will look at the question to see whether I can provide the
member with the response he requires.
Let me make this clear: Nobody has been sacked, as was implied by the member
and the State School Teachers Union. The position of counsellor has been
abolished within the TAFE system. These people are employed within TAPE as
psychologists when there is no need for psychologist positions within the system.
Hon Cheryl Davenport: What about people who are almost suicidal who present
to these psychologists?
Hon N.F. MOORE: With respect, the purpose of the TAFE sector is to provide
training. A number of agencies in the community provide psychological services.
It is a business and people can avail themselves -

Hon John Halden interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask members to stop interjecting when they ask a
question and the Minister endeavours to answer.
Hon N.F. MOORE: People in TAPE, just like people in this place, those working
for Coles or anyone working in any organisation, can access psychological
services. However, TAPE does not require trained psychologists to provide
counselling services; it needs people who can provide information to students
about course requirements and things of that nature, which many of these
counsellors are now providing. If a student wishes to gain information about the
sorts of courses that are available it is appropriate for there to be an officer who
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can provide that smr of advice and who is available when students require that
advice. All the research that was done on students leaving the TAPE system
showed that they felt this counselling service was not necessary or, in fact, of
much use to them. They said that they needed more advice and information about
the sorts of courses that were available to them and career advice. They pointed
out that the counsellors ame employed for 40 weeks a year and 30 hours a week
In fact, students require counsellors to provide course and career advice during
the holidays, when the lecturers are not at work. The purpose of this change is to

; ploy people who can provide that student advice. They will be engaged under
public sector arrangements and will therefore be available when students require

them.
No-one is being sacked: The positions are being abolished. I have no doubt that
these people will find equivalent employment across the government sector. I am
happy to look at any propositions they put forward about the difficulties that some
might experience. In the previous question, Hon John Halden said that these jobs
were to be contracted out. I was not quick enough to advise that they are not
being contracted out: They are being abolished. The people involved will be
either redeployed or, in the event that. they are not redeployed, they will be
eligible for redundancy.

FOREIGN LAND OWNERSHIP - REGISTER ESTABLISHMENT
616. Hon REG DAVIES to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Does the Western Australian Government monitor foreign land
acquisitions in this State?

(2) Does the Government keep a register of foreign land ownership?
(3) If no, what is the Government's view of establishing a foreign ownership

register?
(4) Does the Government have concerns about the level of foreign ownership

of land in Western Australia?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I regret that I have not been given a copy of that question. However, now that the
member has raised the issue in the Hiouse I will seek an urgent response for him.

SEWERAGE - NEWCASTLE AND ABERDEEN STREETS
617. Hon J.A. SCO77 to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will new sewerage systems be required in Newcastle and Aberdeen
Streets when the Northbridge tunnel is built?

(2) Is the existing system routed through the backyards of buildings in
Newcastle and Aberdeen Streets?

(3) Where would new sewerage systems for Newcastle and Aberdeen Streets
be mouted?

Hon EL CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) No, the existing system will not be modified.
(2) Yes.
(3) It is proposed that the modified system will be alongside the tunnel.

TAPE - HOSPITALiTrY COURSES, PRIVATE PROVIDERS FEES
618. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is the Minister aware that hospitality courses for a Certificate of
Hospitality ASF2 and Certificate of Commercial Cookery ASF3 that were
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offered to TAPE students at $337 a course are being offered by private
providers at $3 500 a course?

(2) If yes, can the Minister explain how privatisation of these courses is of
benefit to students?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes, I am aware that TAPE is providing this course for $337 and I am

aware that the private sector is providing a course for $3 500. However,
asking that question illustrates that the member has no understanding of
the way in which training is delivered in Western Australia and, indeed,
throughout most of Australia. TAPE provides courses on the basis of the
State's training profile. That profile is put together by the State Training
Board, which seeks advice from the Industry and Employment Training
Councils around Western Australia. The money is provided by the State
Government and by the Australian National Training Authority for the
delivery of the courses as contained in the state training profile.
I hope that the member will understand this because it is very simple. The
state training profile provides for delivery of a certain number of training
places in a whole range of occupations. Endeavours are being made to
provide the same number of courses as industry needs instead of, for
example, providing 3 000 boilermakers every year if there are only 300
places to be filled. TAFE provides a hospitality course as part of its
delivery of training based upon the number of places in the state training
profile. Essentially this is funded by the taxpayers and each student pays
$337. However, there are private providers who have realised that there is
a market for people who want to be trained in hospitality beyond the
number of places provided in the state training profile. Those people are
prepared to pay the amount charged by the private providers. I am told
that in some cases it is about $3 500. The State School Teachers Union is
saying that we want to privatise the training system so that everyone has
to pay $3 500. That is nonsense.

Hon John Halden: That is not what I asked.
Hon N.F. MOORE: I am just providing the information for the member's
edification. If private providers want to provide training outside the profile and
outside the state and commonwealth funding that is their business and the
students' business. We are also offering the opportunity for private providers to
tender for courses within the profile; that is, publicly-funded courses. If, for
example, the hospitality training provider referred to by Hon John Halden who is
charging $3 500 were able to get a contract to provide a course in the training
profile, it would provide the courses for $337 and the taxpayer would pay the rest.
The teachers' union has suggested that somehow we will privatise all these
courses by allowing the private sector to engage in tendering for them. That
ignores the fact that they will get the job and it will be paid for by the taxpayer in
the same way that TAPE is paid according to the profile.

HOSPITALS - HARVEY; YARLOOP
Emcare Management Contract

619. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
With respect to the awarding of a contract to manage Harvey and Yarloop
Hospitals to the company Emcare -

(1) Has the company had any experience in managing hospitals?
(2) Did any of the other applicants have any experience in managing

hospitals?
(3) What are the terms of the contract that the local board of management

entered into with Emcare?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The management of the
Harvey and Yarloop Hospitals is vested in the respective boards of management.
General management and clerical services have been contracted out.
(1) Bincarc has significant experience in managing a number of nursing

homes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Two years with options for three one-year extensions.

HOSPITALS - BUNBURY REGIONAL
Budget Overspent

620. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister representing the Minister for the Health:
(1) Will the Minister confirm that the Bunbury Regional Hospital is currently

rnnaing over budget?
(2) If yes, to what extent has the hospital overspent?
(3) What steps is the hospital taking to overcome this situation?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question and ask that the member put
this question on notice.

TAFE - BALGA CAMPUS
Glazing Department, Resources; Transfer to Private Provider

621. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Will the Minister confirm that the glazing department at Balga TAFE

College, which is training 60 apprentices, is not being resourced to address
a new national curriculum?

(2) Will he also confirm that the managing director at the college has stated
that the top priority is to pass this course to a private provider?

(3) Is what is happening at Balga an example of this Government's approach
to TAFE training?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(3) I do not have the details of that course. However, let me explain for the

edification of the member that this Government is making it possible for
the private sector to tender for training delivery in Western Australia.
This is happening all over Australia with the concurrence and the support
of the Federal Labor Government. If Mr Halden wants to know why there
are problems in TAFE, I suggest he refer to the Auditor General's report
tabled today in the House, which outlines some of the difficulties TAFE is
experiencing. The Government's intention is to ensure that there is a
competitive training market in Western Australia. When he comes to
understand that he will also Support it.
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